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RUSSELL MEDICAL  
OPENS TWO MORE SERVICES

CLIFF WILLIAMS | THE OUTLOOK

Russell Medical cut ribbons on two new services Tuesday. Ribbons were cut to the Russell Retail Pharmacy, which will 
offer prescription services to those who are leaving the care of Russell Medical and heading home. The new pharmacy 
will allow those patients to carry their  medications home without having to stop before getting home. The pharmacy 

is also open to the public. A ribbon was also cut to officially open the Russell Medical Orthopedics and Sports Medicine 
office in Russell Medical’s Professional Building. Dr. Steven Baker is the new orthopedic specialist at Russell Medical. 

Reported on 12/17/21 @ 6 p.m.
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Severe storms possible in central Alabama Saturday
By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Repor ter

Central Alabama is at slight 
to marginal risk for severe 
storms, including damaging 
winds up to 60 mph and a 
few tornadoes, from 3 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday according to 

the National Weather Service.
Tallapoosa and eastern 

Coosa counties remain at 
marginal risk with a severe 
storm threat from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

“We will continue to moni-
tor the forecast and will send 
out any changes,” Tallapoosa 

County emergency manage-
ment director Jason Moran 
said in an email update. 
“Please be weather aware and 
have a plan! Have multiple 
reliable ways to receive your 
weather alerts and informa-
tion!”

A Downtown Christmas, 

Alexander City’s day of fes-
tivities put on by Main Street 
Alexander City and the Parks 
& Rec Department, has been 
postponed due to the inclem-
ent weather to Thursday, Dec. 
16 from 4-8 p.m., according 

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Repor ter

Alexander City Schools su-
perintendent Dr. Keith Lank-
ford’s recent announcement 
that the school system was 

“very, very close” to securing 
a place for the new Benjamin 
Russell High School campus 
on city property was news 
to the city council, council 
president Buffy Colvin said 
Monday.

Responding to questions at a 

public council meeting, Colvin 
said she had “no clue” the 
school system was eyeing the 
baseball fields at the Charles 
E. Bailey Sportplex.

“The superintendent has not 

Council president had ' no clue' about school plans

Former police 
chief pleads 

guiltyARTS & CRAFTS
BY CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Former Camp Hill police chief Roo-
sevelt Finley pleaded guilty to using 
the office for personal 
gain Wednesday as part 
of a pretrial diversion 
program.

Finley admitted in 
court to one of sev-
en counts of using 
the office of Chief of 
Police of Camp Hill for 
personal gain. In front 
of Fifth Judicial Circuit 
Judge Ray Martin, Finley said he was 
guilty of charging toner to the town 
and seeking reimbursement from the 
town for the same purchase. 

As part of the pretrial diversion 
program, the plea will be thrown out 
and the case dismissed after Finley 
completes the program. As part of the 
plea deal, six other counts of using 
his position for personal gain were 
thrown out but Finley still must pay 
restitution. As of Wednesday, the 
Town of Camp Hill had yet to respond 
to requests from court officials about 
an amount for restitution.

Martin set a 90-day deadline for 
determining restitution.

Completing the pre-trial diversion 
program will allow for the charges 
against Finley to be dropped. The 
details of Finley’s requirements for 
completing the program were not 
discussed in court and are not yet 
available through court documents.

Finley was indicted on seven counts 
in 2017 of using a public position for 
personal gain following an investiga-
tion by the Alabama Ethics Commis-
sion. 

One charge on the indictment 
alleged that Finley sold his personal 
vehicle using the website GovDeals.
com and directly received the funds. 
The site is for government use only 
and is often where surplus goods are 
peddled by cities and towns.

SIRI HEDREEN
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Alexander 
City City 
Council 
president 
Buffy Colvin 
speaks at a 
meeting in 
September.

FINLEY

Proposal requires city council approval, permission from ADECA and Dept. of Interior

"We will continue to monitor the 
forecast and will send out any 
changes. Please be weather aware 
and have a plan! Have multiple 
reliable ways to receive your 
weather alerts and information!"
—Jason Moran, Tallapoosa County 
emergency management director See STORMS, Page A5

See GUILTY, Page A5

See PLANS, Page A5

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

If you live in the Dadeville 
area and find yourself the 
recipient of a reindeer can-

dy-cane Christmas ornament 
or jar of peppermint hand 
scrub, don’t be surprised.

The ornament and the 
hand scrub are two recent 
projects of the Lake Mar-
tin Creative Group, which 
meets every Monday at the 
StillWaters Residential As-
sociation for a new arts and 
crafts activity.

Kay Fincher, a StillWaters 
resident, started the club in 
April of this year, in part due 
to the influx of Lake Martin 
homeowners during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“It started because I met a 
new person, a new resident, 
and she asked me if there 
was an arts and crafts club 
in the area. I said ‘no, but 
we could try and start one,’” 
Fincher said. “We have a lot 
of new residents this year 
in StillWaters. Every year it 

SIRI HEDREEN  | THE OUTLOOK

BELOW: Members of the Lake Martin Creative Group pose beside one 
of their latest projects, to be delivered to Dadeville Elementary School 
students, at the StillWaters Residential Association Monday.
RIGHT: Lake Martin Creative Group member Connie Wheatley scoops 
peppermint scrub into a jar at the club's weekly meeting at the Still Waters 
Residential Association Monday.

See ARTS, Page A5

Lake Martin Creative Group shares love of arts
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Local schools warn of violent TikTok rumor
By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter 

A series of TikTok posts 
threatening gun violence “in 
every school in the USA, even 
elementary” may lead to an 
increased police presence at 

Tallapoosa County Schools 
Friday.

While the origin of the Dec. 
17 threat is unclear, multiple 
TikTok videos that perpetuate the 
rumor of a widespread shooting 
has caught the attention of school 
districts across the country, with 

at least two districts in Michigan 
and Washington planning to be in 
lockdown Friday.

In a letter sent out to parents 
Thursday, Tallapoosa County 
Schools superintendent Ray 
Porter said the district is aware of 
the “troubling post.”

“The post appears to be part of 
a national TikTok trend and did 
not originate in our school

district,” Porter stated. “We 
have heard reports from other 
districts that the same post is 
circulating in their schools. While 
we do not believe the threat 

to be credible, we are closely 
monitoring the situation and 
taking it seriously.”

Similarly worded statements 
quoted in news reports in Atlanta, 
Georgia and Tacoma, Washington 

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter 

Tallapoosa County Board 
of Education member Matilda 
Woodyard-Hamilton has been elected 
to represent District 4 in the Alabama 
Association of School Boards 
(AASB), the association announced 
this week.

Woodyard-Hamilton, who 
represents Camp Hill for Tallapoosa 
County Schools, will succeed 
Mary Hooks of Macon County’s 
school board as AASB director 

for District 4. The east Alabama 
district represents the interests of 
school boards in Bullock, Chambers, 
Clay Coosa, Elmore, Lee, Macon, 
Randolph, Russell and Tallapoosa 
counties, and the city school boards 
of Alexander City, Auburn, Lanett, 
Opelika, Phenix City, Pike Road, 
Roanoke and Tallassee. 

According to Woodyard-Hamilton, 
Hooks was one of the people who 
encouraged her to put herself 
forward for the position.

“I’m appreciative that people 
have shown faith in me for me to 

represent them,” Woodyard-Hamilton 
said of the election result, which she 
found out earlier this month.

Woodyard-Hamilton was elected 
from a pool of four nominees, 
including Gail Holley of Lannett, 
Joey Holley of Elmore County and 
Clare Weil of Montgomery County, 
with votes cast by each District 4 
school board.

The longtime Tallapoosa County 
board member has been involved 
in AASB for the past decade as 

Tallapoosa County’s Woodyard-Hamilton elected AASB District 4 director

CLEAN-UP  
ON AISLE 1 

By SIRI HEDREEN and CLIFF WILLIAMS

An attempted robbery ended calmly and 
non-violently thanks to the quick-thinking 
of an anonymous Winn-Dixie shopper, 
according to an eyewitness. 

The Alexander City Police Department 
was called to the scene at checkout aisle one 
Wednesday afternoon to take Israel Tolbert, 
who was lying on the ground in a restraint 
position, into custody. Tolbert, a 33-year-
old Dadeville resident, was arrested for 
third-degree robbery, according to the police 
report.

When the cops arrived, the unknown man 
took his groceries and left. 

“The guy just gave everybody a wave 
and left, and I felt like we probably should 
have applauded,” Coosa County resident 
Cameron Lackey said. “Everybody seemed 
frozen except for that guy, and I just thought 
it was remarkable how quickly he sprang 
into action.

Lackey, who works for Alexander City 
Schools, said she was standing in line for 
checkout a few aisles down when she first 
noticed the incident, after the cashier let 
out a “kind of yelp.” She did not notice a 
weapon.

“The attempted robber grabbed the 
cashier and had his arms around her and she 

FILE | THE OUTLOOK

Tallapoosa County Board of Education member Matilda Woodyard-Ham-
ilton reviews documents at a 2019 board meeting.

SIRI HEDREEN | THE OUTLOOK

Alexander City police officers stand outside the 
Winn-Dixie following a reported robbery Wednesday 
afternoon.

Winn-Dixie shopper foils 
robbery at checkout counter
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