
THE WEDNESDAY

September 8, 2021    Vol. 129, No. 72     www.alexcityoutlook.com     $1.00

   Lighting the way for Alexander City & Lake Martin since 1892
SPORTS, PAGE B1

CACC softball focused 
on fundamentals

LOCAL, PAGE 9

Bands perform at Labor 
Day concert at The Amp

First Place in 
General Excellence
Best small daily newspaper 
in Alabama

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL

Just as rescuers were about to suspend 
a search for Zachary Dakota Lewis for the 
night, he was found Sunday evening.

Lewis, 24, of Parker, Colorado went 
missing Thursday afternoon after a single-
vessel accident near Willow Point in the Big 
Kowaliga Creek area on Lake Martin.

Lewis’ body was recovered as dark began 

to set in Sunday and taken to Alexander 
City — given a heroes parade as he is 
a firefighter with the Rattlesnake Fire 
Protection District. Alexander City Fire 
Department chief Reese McAlister was part 
of the recovery efforts along with many of 
his firefighters who were assisted by many 
other agencies. About 8:30 p.m., Lewis’ 
body, draped in an American flag, was 

Colorado firefighter's body 
recovered from Lake Martin

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

H
ealthcare workers across the state 
took a moment to remember 
Tuesday.

Russell Medical CEO Jim Peace joined 
many employees of Russell Medical at 
noon as did other healthcare facilities 
across the state to hold a moment of 
silence and pray.

“It is a trying time for all hospitals,” 
Peace said. “Today, hospitals all across 
the state are standing as we are in their 
facilities in honor and memory of the 
over 12,000 Alabamaians who have lost 
their lives to date to COVID-19. Today, 
we want to take a moment of silence and 

honor them but also honor their families 
and in honor of all of you and your 
families.”

Russell Medical RN nurse manager 
Nancey Ammons has seen it all. Ammons 
has been there when patients were 
escorted from ICU after intubation for 
COVID-19 and more. Ammons is also 
there when patients get the monoclonal 
infusion. The moment of silence was 
special for Ammons.

“I was thinking about all the patients 
that we have lost and those we are still 
fighting for — it has been so many,” 
Ammons said. “I think we have had 13 
that had been intubated that have walked 
out of here.”

The moment of silence came just in 

time. Area residents were lining up at 
The Mill 280 for drive-thru COVID-
19 testing. Russell Medical director of 
marketing Susan Foy said the testing 
center is seeing an average of about 200 
people a day with slightly more on the 
days just after a weekend. Tuesday was 
no different as more than 20 cars waited 
to get to the canopy for testing.

Ammons knows more tough days are 
ahead but knows help is surrounding 
her and the rest of the staff at Russell 
Medical.

“My community, my fellow coworkers, 
my family and friends — the community 
here is just so supportive of us,” Ammons 
said. “They’ve done prayers, food, cards, 
text and emails, it keeps you going.”

Russell Medical holds moment of silence remembering those lost to COVID-19
SOMBER REFLECTION

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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Russell Medical staff take part in a moment of silence Tuesday outside the hospital in honor of those lost to Covid-19.

At least 10 City of Alexander 
City employees are expected 
to take advantage of an early 
retirement buyout with the city 
receiving $1.5 million in sav-
ings over the next five years.

The buyout was offered 

to the council six weeks ago 
but it tabled the matter to get 
more information. City human 
resources director Kathy 
Railey said between 22 and 25 
employees would be eligible.

“I polled all eligible employ-
ees,” Railey told the council. 
“We are down to 10 who are 
highly interested.”

To be eligible for the buy-
out, employees would have to 
be 60 or older and worked for 
the city for at least 25 years. 
Employees would get to choose 
between the city paying for 
100% of the health insurance 
for the employee and 50% for 
those in the employee’s family 
or a $15,000 cash buyout plus 

an additional $250 per year for 
each year of service beyond 25 
years.

Railey said of the 10 
employees most likely to take 
advantage of the plan, there 
would be three positions that 
wouldn’t have to be backfilled. 
The other openings would 
be hired at a lower pay rate 

allowing upward mobility for 
some and creating $1.5 million 
in savings over the next five 
years.

“It is voluntary,” Railey said. 
“It helps right-size our organi-
zation and gives us cost savings 
without layoffs.”

Alexander City to offer one-time retirement buyout
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By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

As the Alabama legislature gets 
ready to redraw the lines, Chilton 
County commissioner Allen 
Williams, a 66-year resident who 
currently happens to fall into District 
81, is asking the state to make his 
county whole again. 

In a public hearing Tuesday, the 
commissioner said Chilton County 
voters were “disenfranchised” 
sliced into three neighboring 
house districts, none of which are 
represented by a Chilton County 
resident. 

  Chilton County 
commissioner 
wants out of 

District 81
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By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter
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Members of the Alexander City Fire Department pray over the body of Zachary Dakota 

Lewis, a fi refi ghter in Parker, Colorado.
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The Alexander City Police 
Department is investigating a Monday 
shooting.

ACPD chief Jay Turner said officers 
responded to K Street about 7:30 p.m. 
Monday to a call of someone suffering 
from a gunshot.

Drive-by 
shooting 
injures 1

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer


