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ALEX CITY HOME SALES ARE GREAT!

Call/Text for your 

home valuation

Town or Lake Sales...
I DO IT ALL!

Homes Sold – YTD – 128
Median Sales Price $291,581

*LMAAR MLS data thru 8/7/19

Council sets work session
on municipal complex

The Alexander City City 
Council will hold a work session 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. at city 
hall to see updated plans for the 
new municipal complex from 
architect JMR+H.

“This is to review plans 
and available alternates for 
those plans, which are very 
near completion,” community 
development director Al Jones 
said.

It’s possible the council could 
vote to accept the plans at the 
next meeting scheduled Aug. 19. 
If so, JMR+H would advertise 
for four bids immediately.

JMR+H said last month plans 
to renovate the former Russell 
Sales Office had been delayed 
about 1½ months because the 
city is considering a change in 
the layout of the third floor for 
utilities department employees. 
If there are no other delays, 
renovation could begin in 
October, the architects said.

GoFundMe for car
exceeds goal again

A GoFundMe for Jim Pearson 
Elementary School custodian 
Kinnie Morris further exceeded 
its $7,500 goal from $8,815 in 
July to $9,680. JPES teacher 
and organizer Ellen Price said 
one of the local car dealerships 
is looking for cars for Morris 
and she and fellow teacher Katie 
Dark hope to have it in the next 
couple of weeks.

Lean Stream to 
get implemented 

The Alexander City Board 
of Education has met with 
bookkeepers and administration 
about implementing Lean 
Stream, an online fundraising 
platform that can be used for 
the city’s schools. According 
to superintendent Dr. Keith 
Lankford, with board approval, 
the schools will schedule online 
professional development with 
teachers once it gets the platform 
built.

Hughes awaits trial
on drug, gambling charges
Teddy Hughes was arrested 

last year at his business Fast 
Phones on three counts of 
trafficking opium, a class A 
felony, three counts of unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance, a class B felony, and 
misdemeanors for possession of 
gambling records and promoting 
gambling. Hughes is currently 
free on bond awaiting trial. His 
charges are set for the September 
criminal term in the Alexander 
City District of the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit.

McDaniel’s fiancée awaits
trial on bribery charges

Erica Sweet awaits trial in 
Chambers County on charges of 
felony bribing of four witnesses 
who testified in her fiancé 
Clate McDaniel’s murder trial 
last year. Sweet is accused of 
depositing money into the four 
prisoners’ accounts at the jail 
where McDaniel was being 
held prior to his trial. She 
is scheduled to go to trial in 
November.

UPDATES
The Outlook will publish 

this once a week as a way to 
update readers on the status 
of stories we’ve done in the 
past.

It’s time to get out china 
giftware as the anniversary 
present for Cloud Nine.

Cloud Nine is celebrating 
20 years of being in business 
Thursday and Main Street 
will be blocked off for live 
music and businesses will be 
open later.

“We want this to be a 
celebration for us as well as 
for Alex City,” store manager 
Amanda Silavent said.

The business will celebrate 
from 5 to 7 p.m. but Cloud 
Nine will be closed from 2 to 
5 p.m. to prepare that day.

Ocie & Belles will release 
a signature drink for the 
event and restaurants are 
encouraged to stay open, 
according to co-owner Sarah 
Neighbors.

The store has already been 
celebrating with giveaways 
every day in August and 
will have door prizes for 
customers who buy items 
Thursday. The first 20 
customers will also get gift 

bags.
Cloud Nine started 20 

ago with nine women who 
started a small gifts store to 
preserve a building, according 
to Neighbors. All nine women 

Cloud Nine to celebrate 20 years

Some shoplifters take what isn’t theirs 
because they don’t have money, others 
do it for the thrill and some have a lot of 
audacity. Call it nerves of steal.

“We had a woman who stole a dress 
and brought it back and wanted her 
money back,” Cloud Nine co-owner 

Sarah Neighbors said.
“We’ve had people look right at the 

camera and take stuff,” store manager 
Amanda Silavent added.

Most of the stolen items are of little 
worth which is why the majority of 
shoplifters in Alexander City are charged 
with fourth-degree theft, a misdemeanor 
involving merchandise valued under 
$500. But some of the thieves are more 

brazen and organized.
“We’ve seen them steal lawnmowers, 

a buggy full of stuff, just load it up and 
go out,” Alexander City deputy police 
chief James Easterwood said. “We’ve had 
mother-daughter teams.”

But incidents of shoplifting seem to 
be declining in Alexander City due to a 
change in policy instituted by police chief 

New policy may curb thefts
By JIMMY WIGFIELD
Managing Editor

To the To the 
rescuerescue
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Cloud Nine co-owner Sarah Neighbors pulls through clothes for a 

client. The store will host its 20th anniversary Thursday.

By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

After a momentous 
freshman year in the 
Alabama Legislature that 
saw a gas tax increase, 
expanded broadband 
access and an abortion 
ban become law, Rep. Ed 
Oliver (R-Dadeville) said 
he relishes trying to get a 
lottery proposal to voters, 
improving prisons and better 
911 service in his second 
year.

“I think next year will be 
more housecleaning,” Oliver 
said. “We’re fixing things 
that should have been done 
20 years ago. If Alabama 
is going to move forward 
and be competitive with the 
rest of the nation, there are 
things we have to do. The 
gas tax was just the first 
thing.”

Oliver voted for the 
gas tax increase to fund 
infrastructure improvements 
and said he is proud of 
the law allowing electric 
companies to use their rights 
of way to install high-speed 
internet lines so broadband 
can be expanded more 
economically into rural 
areas.

“The broadband act is 
the single most important 
piece of legislation that we 
passed,” he said. “The cable 
companies aren’t going to 
go put in (broadband) for 
one house three miles down 

Training kicked in for a driver during 
a school bus fire in Alexander City as 
almost 40 children were evacuated from 
their bus Friday afternoon.

Alexander City Schools bus driv-
er Terrance Whetstone did everything 
he was supposed to do in the incident 
according to Alexander City Schools 
administrators.

“We want to commend Mr. 
Whetstone,” Alexander City Schools 
superintendent Dr. Keith Lankford said. 

“He did the right thing getting the kids off 
the bus first.”

The fire started in the engine compart-
ment and only a little smoke made it into 
the cab of the bus.

“I saw the fire and pulled off,” 
Whetstone said. “I just got them out the 
back of the bus. I came back and used my 
fire extinguisher. (Alexander City Fire 
Department) used what they had.”

Alexander City Schools transportation 
director Keith Lashley said Whetstone 
and other school personnel followed pro-
cedure just as they should have.

No injuries in Alex City school bus fire
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See BUS � Page 3
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Members of the Alexan-

der City Fire Department 

make sure the fi re is out 

in a school bus Friday 

afternoon.

Ed Oliver 
ready for more 

‘housecleaning’
By JIMMY WIGFIELD
Managing Editor
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See CLOUD NINE � Page 10


