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The Alexander City 
Housing Authority (ACHA) 
houses about 10% of the pop-
ulation of Alexander City.

Tenants in public housing 
have no utility deposits as 

utilities are covered by the 
housing authority but those 
in Section 8 currently have 
to follow the same regula-
tions as other Alexander City 
residents. ACHA executive 
director Donna Gabel believes 
recent changes to Alexander 
City’s utility deposit structure 

could have adverse effects on 
potential Section 8 tenants, 
possibly leading to homeless-
ness. 

“With the voucher holders, 
they actually have a lease with 
another landlord, then that tri-
angle of our agreement with 
the landlord and the landlord’s 

lease with the tenant and the 
tenant getting additional sub-
sidy from us through HUD 
(U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development), we 
have a great concern that the 
program is going to be nega-
tively impacted with the high 
utility deposits we have.”

Recently the Alexander 
City Council approved chang-
es to the utility deposit system 
for the city’s four utilities to 
help cover the growing issue 
of unpaid utility balances. If 
someone is said to be in the 

City’s new utility deposits might affect public housing
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

N
o entity can stay in operation 
losing 66 cents of every dollar it 
invests.

But the Alexander City 
sewage operation has been doing it that 

way for years. Last summer the accounting 
firm Jackson Thorton did a cost of services 
study looking at the city’ utilities. 

“On sewer we are funded at 44% 
which means that of the $5.8 million in 
expenditures a year, we are bringing in 
$2.6 million,” city engineer and public 
works director Gerard Brewer said. “It is 

a shortfall of $3.2 million a year. We have 
worked with numbers and we have backed 
that up.”

One thing was lost though, the study 
was based on information from a 2017 
audit, the most recent audit available at 

On Monday, Gov. Kay 
Ivey said she did not 
think Alabama public 
schools would need mask 
mandates, but that didn’t 
stop all five Tallapoosa 
County Board of 
Education members from 
wearing face coverings 
at their meeting later that 
day.

Unlike Alexander 
City Schools, Tallapoosa 
County Schools kept its 
indoor mask mandate 
through the last day of 
school in May but had 
intended to drop when 
school returned in August. 
Given the county’s four-
fold increase in daily 
COVID-19 cases in the 
past month, however, 
Superintendent Ray Porter 

With the first day of 
school less than a month 
away, Alabama public 
schools are scrambling 
to fill new vacancies 
following the highest 
number of teacher and 
support staff retirements 
the state has seen in 
nearly a decade.  

“I hate to say it (but) 
there are actual bidding 
wars now going on for 
individuals,” Tallapoosa 
County Schools 
superintendent Ray 
Porter told the school 
board Monday, following 
the surprise resignation 
of the Dadeville High 
School band director that 
morning. “Right now, 
I’m proud to say that the 
direction we’re heading 
is drawing people to 
our county, and that’s 
a blessing. But at some 
point we may have to 
address the bidding war 
that’s going on.”

'BIDDING 
WARS'

Alabama schools 
compete to fill 

vacancies amid 
teacher shortage

Sewer rates likely to go up, but how much?
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See DEPOSITS � Page A3

See SEWER � Page A9

See BIDDING � Page A10

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

Local schools 

weigh new mask 

policies for August

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

See MASKS � Page A10
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The Alexander City City 

Council is comptemplating 

a sewer rate increase as the 

city is losing 66 cents for ever 

dollar it spends on sewage.

Alexander City 
councilmember Jimmy Keel 
wants to see a change made to 
utility billing cycles.

Changes to avoid the 
accumulation of delinquent 

utility bills were approved by 
the Alexander City City Council 
to go into effect in April, but the 
changes may not have taken into 
account how long it takes the 
U.S. Postal Service to deliver 
the bills.

“We are already hearing all 
kinds of complaints about the 

new policy,” Keel said. I got 
phone calls (Thursday). People 
are still not getting their utility 
bill. That thing needs to be 
looked at again.”

Keel said he understands the 
postal service has been delayed 
in its deliveries.

Councilmembers getting calls about delayed utility bills
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Cliff Williams / The Outlook

Alexander City councilmember Jimmy Keel tells other councilmembers about his concerns of the city’s utility billing 

policy.

See UTILITIES � Page A3


