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Current gambling bill only allows current operators

The Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians and the operators of 
Victoryland and Greenetrack 
would be the only groups 
allowed to operate full-gaming 
casinos and sports betting if 
proposed legislation is approved 
by legislators and voters.

State Sen. Del Marsh 
(R-Anniston) stepped down from 
his role as president pro tem of 
the state senate this year but has 

authored a state constitutional 
amendment authorizing 
charitable bingo, casinos and 
sports wagering to accompany 
a proposed state lottery. For 
gambling and betting operations, 
the bill lays out everything 
from the establishment of a 
state commission to taxing and 
licensing of bingo, gambling 
and sports betting. In all cases, 
only current gaming and track 
operators in Alabama would be 
allowed to operate slot machines, 
table games and other gambling.

The Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians operations in Atmore, 
Montgomery and Wetumpka 
are federally protected, but the 
legislation would allow the 
Poarch to continue to operate the 
Mobile Greyhound Park and add 
a casino and sports wagering. 
The legislation would allow the 
Poarch to open a casino in the 
Huntsville area. Victoryland 
in Macon County and the 
Birmingham Race Course share 
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Electronic bingo machines at Victoryland are used in September 

2016 after the facility reopened.

BRHS FAFSA 

applications down 

40% from last year

To date, 39% of Benjamin Russell 
High School seniors have completed 
their FAFSA applications, down from 
63% at this time last year, Benjamin 
Russell guidance counselor Richard 
Burton said. 

Students interested in attending a 
two- or four-year college must submit 
FAFSA applications in order to receive 
federal student financial aid. Most 
colleges, including Alexander City’s 
Central Alabama Community College, 
require the form be submitted by 
March 1 if students want to apply for 
scholarships.

Burton surmises the lag is a result of 
uncertainty about the future and “the 
fact that, for a lot of families right now, 
that’s not a priority.”

“A lot of people are at a moment in 
their lives where they’re just trying to 
do what they need to do each day,” he 
said. “But that’s just my own take.”  
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County Democrats 

looking to groom 

new candidates

The Tallapoosa County Democratic 
Party (TCDP) has set its sights on 2022.  

The TCDP executive committee voted 
to create a new committee Thursday to 
recruit and screen potential candidates 
for next year’s slate of local elections. 

“Over the next several months the 
committee will reach out to current 
elected Democrats to offer support, 
as well as to potential new candidates 
in the area,” the executive committee 
said in a statement. “The goal of the 
screening committee will be to not only 
identify potential candidates, but to offer 
training and support for those interested 
in serving the people of Tallapoosa 
County.”

Party chair Jeremy Jeffcoat brought 
up the 2022 races at the party’s regular 
meeting Thursday, held virtually via 
Zoom.

“Candidate recruitment is going 
to be important,” Jeffcoat said at the 
meeting. “There are a couple that are 
really interesting. One, in the County 
Commission races we have two elected 
Democrats on the County Commission.”

Current Tallapoosa County 
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A fi re recruit gets ready to enter 

an offi ce area to complete a nuts 

and bolts drill in the dark. 
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BLACK History MONTH

N
uts and bolts are the 
basic building blocks 
to almost everything — 

even becoming a firefighter.
Fifteen soon-to-be firefighters 

learned that lesson this week 
searching more than 5,000 
square feet of dark cold space 
filled with cubicles, offices, tires 
and wires to find two nuts, a bolt 
and three washers.

“There are six instructors 
in there,” Alexander City Fire 
Department Capt. Jeff Brewer 
said. “Each instructor has a 
part.”

The 15 fire recruits have to 
crawl on their hands and knees 
trying to find the instructors 
buried in shelves and desks.

“Until they find all six 

instructors, they can’t come 
out,” Brewer said. “They come 
up to an instructor and say, 
‘I’m firefighter recruit X. Do 
you have something for me?’ 
They say their name because a 
lot of time they find the same 
instructors. They miss people 
and have to go back.”

Just because the recruits 
have found all of the parts 
doesn’t mean they can leave the 
darkness yet. The parts have to 
be assembled in the order shown 
to the recruits earlier in the day.

“They have to come out with 
it in this order,” Brewer said. 
“That is the hardest part is —  
putting it together with gloves 
on. Every once in a while I will 
catch them cheating, putting it 
together without their gloves on. 

See FIRE DRILL � Page 3
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Hopeful firefighters search in the dark 

for nuts and bolts in training exercise

The New Site Town Council 
unanimously approved water 
rate increases across the board 
that will affect every customer of 
the town.

All base rates will increase 
and every customer who uses 
more than 1,000 gallons of 
water per billing cycle will see 
increases of 15%. The town 

engaged the Alabama Rural 
Water Association to look at 
water rates since the town had 
not looked at utility costs in 
several years. The conversation 
started when the accounting firm 
Jackson Thornton made a cost 
of services study presentation to 
the Alexander City City Council 
last year. New Site purchases its 
water from Alexander City.

Water bills to go up in New Site
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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New Site Mayor Phil Blasingame looks over documents of a water rate 

study at Tuesday’s New Site Town Council meeting.
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A recruit completes the nuts and bolts drill.


