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The Alexander City City Council 
unanimously approved a pair of large 
infrastructure projects Monday night but 
disagreement flared over streamlining the 
organizational chart to reduce the number 
of people reporting directly to the mayor 
and adding more money for a position in the 
public works department.

The council voted 3-2 to increase the pay 
grade for the GIS (geographic information 
system) coordinator in order to attract 
and keep qualified candidates. The GIS 
coordinator gathers, manages and analyzes 
a multitude of data and organizes it in map 
form — for example, the location of gas and 
water lines.

The decision increased the salary $4,100, 
including benefits, for the rest of the fiscal 
year and $8,200 annually thereafter. The 
current salary is $32,000, according to public 

Council approves sidewalks, streetscape near middle school
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Jeremy Walker of the Alexander City sewer system looks at a closed-circuit TV image of a clay sew-
er pipe on Myrtle Street. The city will pay $69,500 for Gulf Coast Underground to perform the annual 
sewer cleaning.

By JIMMY WIGFIELD
Managing Editor

Believing Republicans in the 
Alabama House of Representatives will 
need Democratic help to pass a lottery 
amendment, Rep. Pebblin Warren 
(D-Tuskegee) has introduced a bill to 
allow the VictoryLand dog track to 
use the same sort of electronic gaming 
offered by the Poarch Creek Indians at 
their three casinos in the state.

House Bill 422, sponsored by 
Warren, is local legislation pertaining 
to Macon County that would amend the 
state constitution and allow bingo to be 
played there on any electronic machine 
authorized by the National Indian 
Gaming Commission and operated by 
any Native American tribe in Alabama.

Warren hopes legislators will support 
her bill to gain her vote for a statewide 
lottery, which has passed the Senate and 
will next be debated in the House.

“I think the leadership will work 
with it,” Warren said. “If they want 
the lottery bill passed, they know they 
don’t have enough Republican votes 
and they’ve got to have Democratic 
help. You help me and I’ll help you. It’s 
playing a political game.”

VictoryLand was raided by state 
authorities in 2013 and lost 1,600 
gaming machines to seizure upon orders 
from then-attorney general Luther 
Strange. But Warren said much more 

was lost after VictoryLand was forced 
to close for three years.

“Everybody recognizes Macon 
County got a raw deal,” Warren said. 
“If this had happened in Baldwin 
County, nobody would be talking 
about it but you’re talking about 
a poor, predominantly African-
American county. We were doing 
too good. Nobody had any problems 
and everybody was making money. 

Warren plays ball on lottery
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By JIMMY WIGFIELD
Managing Editor

Tallapoosa County Schools 
superintendent Joe Windle announced 
Monday the schools are starting a 
partnership with Alexander City 
Schools, including sharing the 
Benjamin Russell JROTC program and 
allowing Alexander City students into 
Edward Bell Career Technical Center.

Windle told the Tallapoosa County 
Board of Education he saw Alexander 
City Schools superintendent Dr. Keith 
Lankford speak to the Tallapoosa 
County Commission Monday morning 
about the schools’ needs. Windle said 
since Lankford started in his position 
this year, the two have been talking 
about working together.

“I think I saw for the first time in 
my tenure a desire to work together for 
all the students in Tallapoosa County,” 
Windle said. “That became very clear 
and very apparent in (Lankford’s) 
remarks and since he has been there.”

Windle said he and Lankford have 
talked about partnering on the Helping 
Families Initiative. Windle said they 
gave the local district attorney’s office 
the money to hire the first counselor for 
the project.

Windle said the Tallapoosa County 
Schools is trying to join Benjamin 
Russell’s Navy JROTC program. 
Dadeville and Horseshoe Bend’s 
students can participate.

“It will not work for Reeltown 
because the traveling is just too far but 

County, city 
schools to 

share programs
By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer
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R
esidents at Adams Nursing Home are celebrating Nursing 
Home Week with staff all week. Wednesday morning, the 
Lake Martin Animal Shelter brought animals for residents 
to visit with. Wednesday afternoon, Adams Nursing 

Home went a little exotic as alpacas from Southern Star visited with 
residents. Above: Priscilla Whitehead, left, and Marilyn Clarke get 
acquainted with two alpacas. Today is ‘Book Fair Day’ at the home. 
Thursday and Friday are music, dancing and cookout days with 
guests Tina Hosey, Wess Walker, Kenny Dean and Iceberg Slim. 
Residents will get to enjoy cookouts and ice cream both Thursday 
and Friday.

TOUCH OF ALPACA LOVE
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