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Tallapoosa County residents 
are contracting COVID-19 
faster than ever. 

In the past two weeks, an 
average of 30 to 40 residents 
have tested positive each 

day, according to Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
data last updated Saturday. 

On Aug. 25, the county 
tallied 53 new COVID-19 
cases, surpassing its Jan. 5 
record by one case. Taken 
as a seven-day moving 
average, however, Tallapoosa 

County’s August peak has now 
exceeded the previous winter’s 
for several weeks now; at 
most, Tallapoosa County was 
averaging 34 new cases per 
day just before Christmas.

The effects of the fast-
spreading Delta variant are 
already being seen in the 

Alexander City school system, 
with Jim Pearson Elementary 
School going virtual within 
two weeks of school starting. 
As of Tuesday, 29 students 
and four staff members at 
Jim Pearson were COVID-
positive, and 66 students and 
staff district-wide.

The county has also now 
seen more confirmed COVID 
cases since the introduction 
of the Pfizer vaccine than 
before it. To date, more than 
5,500 Tallapoosa County 
residents are known to have 

An average of 9.4 patients were 
hospitalized in Russell Medical 
Center’s six-bed ICU at any 
given time last week, as the latest 
COVID-19 surge has the Alexander 
City hospital filling up even its 
temporary beds.

Of those patients, 5.7 of them on 
average were COVID-19 positive. 
The data, reported to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) on a weekly basis, 
represents a seven-day average and 
is current as of Monday.

Russell Medical is not the only 
Alabama hospital to have more 
intensive care patients than its 
normal ICU capacity. Last month, 
HHS reported the state was down 
to a net negative in available ICU 
beds. 

The confusing statistic does 
not mean patients sharing beds 
— rather, hospitals are likely 
having to temporarily expand their 
ICUs or provide intensive care in 
their emergency rooms, Alabama 
Hospital Association p resident Dr. 
Donald Williamson stated at the 
time.

F
or years, school administrators have 
intuitively known — and at least 
one study, albeit backed by a high 

school athletics wholesaler, confirms — 
the link between school spirit and student 
performance. 

Now Alexander City Schools is hoping 
to rally that pride among its personnel. 

Last week, teachers, administrators and 

staff showed up to work Friday in Wildcats 
jerseys customized especially for them. But 
instead of 300-plus unique jersey numbers, 
employees wore the year they joined the 

Alexander City Schools' COVID-
19 case count has nearly doubled in 
six days, up from 37 cases on Aug. 
25 to 66 cases as of Tuesday. 

In that time, Jim Pearson 
Elementary School has had to switch 
to virtual learning as more than 3% 
of its students are COVID-19 posi-
tive and more than 20% were absent 
last week, many of whom due to 
COVID-19 exposure. At present, 
students are still slated to return to 
face-to-face learning Sept. 7.

Another four students and two 
employees have tested positive since 
going remote, however, bringing up 
Jim Pearson Elementary's totals to 
29 students and four employees.
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Alexander City Schools teachers don jerseys with numbers 

representing the years they joined the system. 


