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Editor’s note: Alexander City 

Mayor Woody Baird said he was 

advised by the city’s insurance com-

pany not to provide public comment 

about the recent ransomware attack. 

Despite limited public statements, 

City of Alexander City officials are 

continuing to address a ransomware 

attack which targeted the city over a 

month ago. 

The Alexander City City Council 

initially convened an emergency 

public meeting to discuss the city’s 

response to a ransomware attack 

January 24, after Mayor Woody 

Baird informed the council of a 

cyber security breach.

Baird said at the time the city 

had received a ransom letter during 

the breach, and the intrusion had 

impacted the city’s phone lines 

services. Ransomware is   a type 

of malicious software designed to 

block access to a computer system 

until a sum of money is paid.

City IT director Joe Milam 

addressed city leaders during the 

Jan. 24 meeting regarding the extent 

of the attack and said the city's serv-

ers carried an unknown malware, 

according to a council resolution. 

At the time, Milam said he had 

been unaware of how the attack 

occurred, or exactly the magnitude 

of the security breach.

“I don't know how this got in 

here,” Milam said at the special 

called meeting. “I know that we 

get phishing emails continuously 

because I get them. I see who gets 

hit with them, but normally they get 

pushed out into junk so they're not 

City working through ransomware attack
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Despite limited public statements, the Alexander City City 
Council members have been getting bi-weekly updates about the 
recent ransomware attack and how it is affecting city processes.

By ABIGAIL MURPHY 
Multimedia reporter

With the upcoming legisla-

tive session starting on March 

7, Rep. Ed Oliver is spon-

soring the pre-filed “divisive 

concepts” bill, HB7.

Rep. Oliver said this bill 

is meant to prevent divisions 

among students and keep the 

civil classroom. A similar bill, 

HB312, was also sponsored 

by Rep. Oliver in 2022, and 

the bill passed in the House 

but was left pending in the 

Senate. 

“DIVISIVE CONCEPTS”  

AND CRT

Critical Race Theory 

(CRT),” as defined by  

‘Divisive concepts’ bill 

soon returns to the 

Alabama legislature
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Representative Ed Oliver sponsors a “divisive concepts” bill, HB7, 
for the next state legislative session starting March 7. In 2022, 
Rep. Oliver sponsored a similar bill, which passed in the House, 
but was left pending in the senate. 
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When a company 

makes its way onto the 

Fortune 500 list, it’s 

never due to only one 

person. And sometimes 

it isn’t even due to only 

employees of the com-

pany.

That was definitely 

the case for Russell 

Corporation when it was 

in its heyday. It reached 

Fortune 500 status under 

CEO Gene Gwaltney, 

who led the company 

for more than 40 years. 

But behind most great 

businessmen is always a 

great wife.

Nancy (Russell) 

Gwaltney died at her 

home earlier this week, 

but her long life was a 

full one.

Gwaltney’s grandfa-

ther was Mr. Benjamin 

Russell, who founded 

Russell Corporation 

back in 1902. Gwalt-

ney’s father, Tom Rus-

sell, took over after 

Russell’s death. Because 

she was a part of high 

society, Nancy Gwalt-

ney would attend large 

parties with her father 

and other cotton mill 

owners.

Russell Corp. legend 

lived interesting life

By WILLIAM MARLOW
Multimedia Reporter 

W
hen Bree Walton 

accepted her award 

during the Alexander 

City Chamber of Commerce 

annual dinner Feb.23, it 

wasn’t the first time or even 

the second. 

For the third time, Walton 

received Ambassador of the 

Year in recognition of her 

15-year-long service to Alex-

ander City Chamber of Com-

merce and the city’s business 

community at large. 

She initially earned the 

honor consecutive times, 

first in 2008 then 2009, but 

said one thought in particu-

lar crossed her mind as she 

achieved the title again in 

2023. 

“You don't realize how 

long you've been doing 

something,” Walton said. 

“So, it was just very hum-

bling that they took the time 

to recognize me.”

Walton describes her years 

serving as a Chamber ambas-

sador as memories filled with 

supporting businesses and 

attending grand openings 

but also service frequently 

behind-the-scenes with such 

‘THIRD TIME’S A 

CHARM’

LIZI ARBOGAST GWIN 
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Bree Walton, 
left, poses with 

Central Alabama 
Community 

College president 
Jeff Lynn after 
being named 

the Chamber 
Ambassador of 
the Year at the 

chamber’s annual 
dinner

Walton 

named 

Ambassador 

of the Year 

for third time
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