
Tommy Spraggins formally assumed 
the powers of Alexander City’s mayor-
ship Monday evening after raising his 
right hand and swearing an oath on his 
personal Bible but said he is only part 

of a team dedicated to making life bet-
ter for the community’s residents.

Spraggins, the former city council 
president, automatically began serving 
as mayor a week ago upon the death 
of Jim Nabors but was ceremonially 
sworn in at the beginning of Monday’s 
city council meeting by municipal judge 

Randy Haynes.
“Mayor Nabors’ passing was a shock 

to all of us,” Spraggins told the council 
and those assembled in the courthouse 
downtown after asking for a moment 
of silence in his memory. “I’ve ended 
up in this role and I didn’t plan for it. 
But I’ll promise you I’ll do the best 
job I can. We’ve got a good team in 
Alexander City and thank goodness for 
that. My job is to support those employ-

ees and make the quality of life better 
in Alexander City. We’ll do our best to 
support bringing in new businesses. It’s 
an honor and I look forward to serving 
for the next year and a half.”

The meeting was noteworthy for the 
change in command, including Tim 
Funderburk’s elevation as council presi-
dent, the selection of Kevin Speaks as 
the newest member of the Alexander 
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Above: Martha Sue Champion looks at a booth’s shirt for sale at the Downtown 

Jubilee on Saturday. Top: More and more people continued to show up Saturday 

morning for the jubilee as the weather held off.

T
he Downtown Jubilee held Saturday tied 
Military Appreciation Day, Junque Jubilee 
and Benton’s Beauty Supply’s 30th anni-
versary into one event. 

Military Appreciation Day, which was 
hosted by the local Disabled American Veterans Bill 
Nichols Chapter 13, was held on Main Street The 
Junque Jubilee was held on Calhoun Street and fea-
tured multiple arts and crafts vendors. Benton’s Beauty 
Supply celebrated its 30th anniversary on Bibb Street.

“It’s nice,” resident Martha Sue Champion said. 
“We’re going to take in all of it. We enjoyed it. We 
know lots of people.”

Downtown 
Jubilee a 
success

By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

See JUBILEE � Page 9

Alexander City Schools superintendent Dr. 
Keith Lankford spoke to the Tallapoosa County 
Commission on Monday in support of the 1-cent 
sales tax passed by the commission in 2015.

Lankford told the commission the city board 
of education, like the Tallapoosa County Board 
of Education, would like the tax put in place so 
bonds could be sold to allow for large projects. A 
motion to rescind the tax was made and tabled last 
year with a request by the commission the school 
boards present plans for monies from the tax.

“We are never not going to have a need,” 
Lankford told the commission at Monday’s 
commission meeting. “There is always going to be 
a need.”

Lankford said part of the plan for Alexander 
City is a new Benjamin Russell facility.

“(Our plan) to help provide for student success 
will be to build a new state-of-the-art high school,” 
Lankford said. “This amazing opportunity would 

While the Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
announced Friday a 5-month-
old girl in St. Clair County 
originally feared to have 
measles didn’t have them after 
all, the state still has 82 open 
investigations of the virus and 
reported cases in 23 states 
have spiked to their highest 
level in 25 years.

There are more than 700 
reported cases of measles 
nationally according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Measles was 
considered eliminated in the 
U.S. in 2000.

The state health department 
originally said a girl in St. 
Clair County tested positive 
for measles but additional test-
ing and analysis by the CDC 
concluded she didn’t.

Despite that, a local health 
official advised residents 
of Tallapoosa County and 
Alexander City to be aware of 
the symptoms.

“I’m not going to say it 
wouldn’t happen,” said Traci 
Kelley, the infection preven-
tion coordinator for Russell 
Medical.

Measles is a viral respira-
tory illness living in the nose 
and throat mucus of infected 
people. A single measles case 
will infect up to 95 percent 
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Alexander City Schools superintendent Dr. Keith Lankford, left, speaks about the system’s 

plans for monies from the 1-cent sales tax passed by the Tallapoosa County Commission.

City schools ask for sales tax renewal for perpetuity
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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No measles 
here but off icial 

urges caution
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Speaks tapped as city BOE member


