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Sportplex starting to 
host tournaments again
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Ivey extends safer-at-home 
order, stresses guidelines
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Crestview Apartments 

*Ad Must Be Mentioned Prior To Move-In*
Offer is not Retroactive 12 month Lease Required and Depends on Availability

Mention This AD & Mention This AD & Save $100 Save $100 OFFOFF  Move-In  Move-In

New 2 BR, 2 BA
Available TODAY!

(256) 397-5483
or visit us on the web @

www.alexandercityapartments.com

217 Madison Street, Alexander City, AL
“We are a Debt Relief Agency. We help people fi le Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 under the Bankruptcy Code.  Alabama 
State Bar requires the following in every attorney advertisement, “ No representation is made that the quality of legal 
services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

FREE CONSULTATIONS

256-329-1313

“It’s not the end ... It’s a new beginning”

ADAMS HEALTH & REHAB
1555 HILLABEE STREET�(256)329 0847

•Home-like Environment • Specialized Dementia Care Unit
•Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services

We Care About You
and Your Loved Ones!

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL

See PHARMACIES � Page 9

File / The Outlook

Jim’s Pharmacy owner Jim 

Clanton is just one of many 

independent pharmacies 

struggling with 

drug cost reim-

bursement.

A BATTLE TO 

STAY AFLOAT
Independent pharmacies say 
PBMs monopolize drug costs

H
ealthcare has its fair share of issues 
and controversy throughout the 
country but one such dilemma is the 
hidden root of pharmaceutical costs, 

which affect independent pharmacists and 
patients requiring prescriptions.

As pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) 
have modified their role in the medical 
world, some independent pharmacists feel 
these entities found a loophole to not only 
make extra money but also monopolize the 
market in the process. 

“As things started going toward elec-
tronic claims, the PBMs became the go-be-
tween for the insurer and health plan,” said 
Rainsville Drugs pharmacy owner Bobby 
Giles, who is also a state registered lobby-
ist for the Alabama Pharmacy Association. 
“Over time, (PBMs) began managing for-
mularies and this it when pharmacists and 
doctors started getting pushed out of the 
decision-making.”

What seemed to be reasonable manage-
ment at one point now independent pharma-
cists feel PBMs have exploited, especially 
those not considered preferred selections.

“They’ve become a big, controlling mon-
ster,” Jim’s Pharmacy owner Jim Clanton 
said. “One of the big things they do is 

By AMY PASSARETTI
Staff Writer

Russell Medical cases mirror state trend
New cases of the coronavirus are still 

coming through the doors of Russell 
Medical but two characteristics of the 
COVID-19 cases have changed since 
the beginning of the pandemic.

In late March and April the elderly 
were most often finding themselves in 
the hospital and regularly in intensive 
care as the pandemic started. Russell 
Medical CEO Jim Peace said today is 

different.
“They are not necessarily older,” 

Peace said. “They are younger and mid-
dle aged.”

According to statistics from the 
Alabama Department of Public Health, 
COVID-19 positive tests are seen in 
all age groups. About 17% are 65 or 
older but the majority — 41.6% — are 
between the ages of 25 and 49. About 
21% are 50 to 64 years old while just 
over 18% are 5 to 24 years old. Only 
1.7% are 4 or younger.

However, about 78% of those who 
have died from COVID-19 were 65 or 
older, according to ADPH.

Russell Medical was having to stand 
up more intensive care beds in April, 
but Tuesday the facility had only its 
regular ICU beds in use.

“We are back to a normal ICU capac-
ity,” Peace said. “We are full but not 
with COVID patients.”

The statePeace said those who are 
being treated inpatient for COVID-19 
at Russell Medical do not require the 

level of care given in ICU to COVID-
19 patients at the beginning of the pan-
demic.

“We are currently seeing a different 
acuity level,” Peace said. “They are 
being treated in med service beds.”

Peace said he believes area residents 
falling back into old routines is the like-
ly cause of the steady increase of cases 
in Tallapoosa County.

“You go around our city and you 
don’t see social distancing,” Peace said. 

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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‘We have to be 

fluid and flexible’
Lankford asks city school 

board to be ready for many 
changes this school year

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Alexander City Schools superintendent 
Dr. Keith Lankford expects the upcoming 
school year to present unique challenges 
and changes.

Lankford told the Alexander City 
Board of Education the board and staff 
of the school system need to be ready for 
the unknown.

“We have to be fluid and flexible,” 
Lankford said at Tuesday’s board meet-
ing. “Our teachers, God bless them, are 
going to have to be prepared to teach 
brick and mortar today and blended 
tomorrow.”

Lankford said the system is currently 
developing guidelines and plans on how 
to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He said teachers might have to go from 
teaching students in a classroom one day 
to leading class virtually the next.

“Every thing we are going to be doing 
is new,” Lankford said.

Lankford said central office staff and 
school principals have been developing 
“Return to Learn” to be ready for school 
to open in August. Lankford said some 
of the guidance issued last week by the 
Alabama State Department of Education 
will be used.

“We are meshing that into ours,” 

See SCHOOL � Page 6
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Chad Odom, on screen, tunes into a board meeting of the Lake Martin Area Economic Develop-

ment Alliance on Tuesday afternoon as he is selected as the next director.

The Lake Martin Area Economic 
Development Alliance has a new executive 
director.

More than a year after the unexpected death 
of Don McClellan, the board of LMAEDA 
selected Chad Odom, executive director of 
Wharton Economic Development Corporation 
in Texas, to lead efforts of industry recruitment 
in Tallapoosa and Coosa counties. Odom brings 
more than five years of experience as an exec-
utive director at economic development author-
ities and extensive other business experience to 
Tallapoosa County but members of the search 
committee thought Odom had more than just 
paper credentials.

“Chad in addition to having a very good 
resume, there is something about him,” David 
Sturdivant said. “He seems to be a go-getter. I 
was very impressed with him. I feel like we got 
a good guy.”

Area economic development 

alliance names new director
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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