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An Eclectic man is being held 
in the Elmore County Jail on 
$150,000 cash bond after being 
charged with sexual abuse of a 
child under the age of 12.

The Eclectic Police 
Department said in a release 
Christopher Lee Austin, 34, was 

found commit-
ting a sexual 
assault in a home 
on Brookview 
Drive Sept. 7.

“The 
Eclectic Police 
Department 
received a call 
in reference to 
a juvenile being 

sexually assaulted,” the release 
said. “The juvenile’s mother 
reported she had returned home 
from the store and found her 
estranged husband on top of the 
child.”

Eclectic Police Chief Robert 
Head said the child had no inju-
ries by phone Wednesday after-
noon.

A search of court records 
reveal Austin divorced the 
mother of the child and was 
finalized by Circuit Court Judge 
Bill Lewis Sept. 4. The records 
also indicate the mother filed 

Jacksons Gap Mayor Jeff Walker was at a loss for 
words at Tuesday’s council meeting after hearing of 
the resignation of the town’s police chief.

“I’m giving my two week notice,” police chief B.C. 
Cooper said. “I’m resigning as police chief.”

Cooper didn’t offer a reason but Walker said he will 
be missed. 

Cooper’s announcement comes on the heels of the 
death of councilmember Carl Pritchard in August. 
The council is in the process of selecting Pritchard’s 
replacement. Councilmember Heather Glenn previous-
ly announced she will be leaving soon and moving out 
of state with her family. Walker said the small town 
will make it through the tough time.

“We lost Mr. Pritchard just a short time ago,” 
Walker said. “I just heard chief (Cooper) is leaving. 
Heather (Glenn) will be having her last meeting soon; 
I just appreciate everyone’s service.”

The council interviewed five potential replacements 
for Pritchard at Tuesday’s meeting: Patricia Berry, 
Diane Hall, Guy Brewer, Frank Lewis and Patricia 
Crayton. All said they wanted to keep the small-town 

The Alexander City Police Department 
arrested Kelvin Bridges for weekend 
assault that left a woman with head 
trauma.

Detectives arrested Bridges, 53, of 
Alexander City for first-degree domes-
tic violence Monday after the weekend 

attack.
“It was a brutal assault,” police chief 

Jay Turner said. “It was relayed to us if 
the victim had not been found when she 
was, she would likely be facing death.”

Law enforcement said earlier this week 
Bridges and the victim knew each other.

Turner said the victim was currently 
in stable condition at UAB Hospital in 
Birmingham. 

According to the police incident report, 
the 52-year-old victim was found Sunday 
morning by neighbors who called for 
help. The report states the assault occurred 
sometime between Friday evening and just 
before she was found Sunday morning.

ACPD deputy chief James Easterwood 
said earlier this week the victim suffered 
blunt-force trauma to the head.

Law enforcement said earlier this week 

Bridges will like face 
more charges.

“The suspect report-
edly stole the victim’s 
vehicle,” Easterwood 
said. “We have recovered 
the vehicle.”

Bridges is currently being held on a 
$50,000 bond in the Tallapoosa County 
Jail.

Arrest made in weekend assault 

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Bridges

Police say if domestic violence victim was found later, she’d ‘likely be facing death’

Man arrested for 
sexual abuse of 
11-year-old girl

Austin

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

‘HAPPY PLACE’
Children’s Harbor 

serving community 

for 30 years
By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

C
hildren’s Harbor turns 30 this 
year and continues its mission 
of partnering with other orga-
nizations to help children with 
illnesses relax for free. 

“It gives them a place where 
they can really be themselves and have some-
one to talk to about the difficult situations that 
they’re going through or have gone through, 
how did they cope,” director of marketing and 
communication Haley Hoppe said. “They share 
coping mechanisms and also they just need a 
vacation.”

Ben and Luanne Russell founded Children’s 
Harbor in 1989 at Lake Martin. The 66-acre 
property serves as a retreat facility which fea-
tures zero-entry swimming pools, a handicap-
accessible tree house, miniature golf, basketball 
and volleyball courts, canoeing, activity rooms 
and more all for free, according to Hoppe. 

Children’s Harbor further expanded 
in 2001 with a family center at the 

Benjamin Russell Hospital for 
Children on the campus of 
Children’s of Alabama in 
Birmingham. The center is free 
to patients and their families 
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Children’s Harbor was founded 

in 1989 at Lake Martin. See HARBOR � Page 3
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Jacksons Gap Town Council members Heather Glenn, left, and Jeanette Tuck list to com-

ments at Tuesday’s council meeting. Glenn’s last meeting will be Sept. 24. Glenn and her 

family are moving to Ohio.

Jacksons Gap to replace 2 councilmembers and police chief
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See GAP � Page 3

See ABUSE � Page 3
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See what’s happening in 

the area this week


