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BRHS starts offseason 

with open gym approach
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in Alabama

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

County school board 

shares updates on 

construction projects

A nationwide price surge in building materials has 
left new construction projects on the table, but in the 
meantime, the Tallapoosa County Board of Education 
is working to finish up ongoing projects.

Tallapoosa County Schools superintendent Ray 
Porter gave an update on activity taking place in 
Dadeville, New Site, Reeltown and Camp Hill during a 
school board work session Tuesday. 

“It sounds like folks have been busy,” board 
member Michael Carter said. 

New development could reduce leakage to other markets

Local shoppers may not 
have to travel as far to find 
goods they currently travel to 
purchase.

Tuesday night the Alexander 
City City Council approved 
incentives to help a developer 
with a project that will include 
a grocery store at the corner of 
U.S. Highway 280 and Highway 
63. The proposed 100,000 

square foot development will 
be anchored by a 47,000 square 
foot of grocery store. And it’s 
much to the delight of many but 
some area residents aren’t as 
optimistic.

Hugh Thompson was raised 
in Alexander City and his father 
was on the city council and 
mayor at one point in Alexander 
City’s history. Thompson spoke 
at Tuesday’s council meeting.

“This is the first development 
that has put a sparkle in my 

wife’s eyes,” Thompson said. 
“I have neighbors who once 
a week drive to the Publix in 
Auburn. I think this is a good 
thing.”

Neil Butler said Alexander 
City doesn’t currently offer 
enough solutions to his family’s 
shopping demands so they 
travel out of town for goods and 
services. And Butler doesn’t 
think his family is alone.

“We shop in Alex City now 
but do a lot of shopping in 

Auburn; we do a lot of shopping 
in Birmingham because there is 
where the services are that there 
is demand for here,” Butler 
said.

“There is significant demand 
for something of the level of 
Publix.”

A study Alexander City 
helped pay for in 2018 found 
there was $149 million from the 
area being lost to sales in other 
markets.

“So many people shop in 

Auburn,” Butler said, “They 
would like to shop in Alex City. 
They shop in Montgomery and 
would like to shop here but the 
services aren’t here. Something 
like a Publix is something a lot 
of people on the lake would 
like to have. One of the things 
is there is significant spending 
power on the lake and that 
significant spending power is 
going everywhere else. 

HERE COMES THE SUNHERE COMES THE SUN

The COVID-19 pandemic 
altered last year’s Sun Festival 
but this year will be back close to 
normal.

Children will be able to play, a 
motorcycle ride returns and more. 
The 9th Annual Alexander City 

Sun Festival is here. 
“We are looking forward to 

being back on track and being able 
to have a full schedule leading 
into the weekend of JazzFest this 
year,” Alexander City Chamber 
of Commerce vice president of 
marketing and special events Kim 
Dunn said. “It kicked off Thursday 
night with Strand Sessions.”

Sun Festival is more than a week 
of fun activities.

“It is just a fun, fun week of lots 
of stuff to do for our community 
and for visitors to the area,” Dunn 
said. “Most of it is good free 
family entertainment. You can’t ask 
for any more than that.”

Sun Festival kicks off, continues through June 12
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See SUN FESTIVAL � Page 9

Rev. Andrew Salinas knew it 
would be a stretch to raise $135,000 
in 14 days but figured he’d borrow 
the rest. Instead, the Pentecostals of 
Dadeville raised the money for their 
new church in eight. 

“I was absolutely surprised,” 
Salinas said.

Last month, after seven 

months of making do after their 
church burned down in a fire, an 
opportunity availed itself — a 
church owned by Tallapoosa Baptist 
Association appraised at $600,000 
was offered to Salinas for only 
$135,000. The only caveat was the 
Pentecostals of Dadeville had until 
June to get that money together.

Salinas immediately put a 
GoFundMe page together and 
started fundraising Monday, May 

17. By Wednesday that week they 
already had $35,000, a pile of cash 
donations and a house in Tallassee 
donated by one of their congregants. 

By Tuesday, May 25, the 
church had raised all $135,000. All 
donations, including $29,000 in 
cash commanded by the sale of the 
Tallassee house, have since been 
logged onto the GoFundMe page. 

Pentecostals of Dadeville exceed undraising goal with days to spare

The cycle of thieves rummaging through parked 
cars continues in Alexander City.

The Alexander City Police Department has taken 
reports on at least 23 different vehicles being broken 
into. While the number seems high, the trend in the 
last week shows the occurrences slowing.

“We’ve only had a couple this week,” ACPD 
deputy chief James Easterwood said. “We are 
investigating it and doing a few things to help stop it.”

No one area of Alexander City is the target of 
thieves.

“It may be one area one night and then a few nights 
later somewhere else,” Easterwood said.

In April thieves struck the area of Forrest, Green 
and Semmes streets, Parks Avenue and Circle Drive. 
In mid-April 14 vehicles were burglarized.

One thing is in common for almost all of the 
burglaries.

“These appear to be crimes of opportunity where 
car owners left vehicles unlocked,” Easterwood 
said. “Only in a couple of cases have windows been 
broken. In most cases the vehicles have only been 
gone through with just some small items taken. In a 

Police say rash of car

break-ins slowing
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By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter
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By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Cliff Williams / The Outlook

The rain forced Strand Sessions to be moved indoors Thursday evening to The Square. Ben Sutton provided the entertain-
ment for those who attended.

File / The Outlook

The Pentecostals of Dadeville raised more than $135,0000 in under two weeks to purchase their new church home at 800 
Horseshoe Bend Road, after the old building was lost in a fi re. 

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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