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Employees of dozens of 
local organizations may soon 
be required to present proof 
of vaccination or submit to 

weekly COVID-19 testing 
under an executive order issued 
by President Joe Biden last 
week. 

Once effected, employers 
with more than 100 employees 
must enforce COVID-19 

vaccinations or face a fine 
from the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(OSHA). Employees who 
refuse to get vaccinated must 
present a weekly negative test.

Thousands of workers 

in Tallapoosa and Coosa 
counties fall into that category 
according to data supplied 
by the Lake Martin Area 
Economic Development 
Alliance, with Russell Medical 
Center, Russell Lands and 

automotive plants like SL 
Alabama and Sejin America 
among the largest employers.

Many are still processing the 
news of the executive order. 

Vaccine mandate affects hospital, Russell Lands, auto plants among others
By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

See VACCINES � Page 2

A mask mandate originally set to expire 
this week was renewed by the Tallapoosa 
County Board of Education despite one 
parent’s pleas otherwise.

Jennifer Trotman, speaking on her 
own family’s behalf and on the behalf of 
another parent, registered her disagreement 
at the regular board meeting Monday.

“I think it should be optional for the 
parents,” she said. “I don’t think it’s fair 
that you choose whether our child has to 
be oxygen deprived wearing that mask for 
seven or eight hours a day.”
The board had temporarily reinstated the 
COVID-19 precaution in August amid the 
rising fourth wave of coronavirus cases, 
driven by the fast-spreading Delta variant 
and low vaccination rates, with a plan 
to reevaluate Sept. 13. On Monday, the 
Tallapoosa County Board of Education 
unanimously voted to extend that mandate.

More residents in northeast Tallapoosa 
County will have access to water from New 
Site.

At its Monday meeting the Tallapoosa 
County Commission approved spending up 
to $1.047 million on extension of the small 
town’s water system.

“Commissioner John McKelvey and I 
met with Town of New Site engineers,” 
Tallapoosa County administrator Blake 
Beck said. “We are looking at using part of 
the county’s (American Rescue Plan) funds 
here.”

McKelvey said about seven miles of 
6-inch water line would be run to service 
more than 50 residences that currently rely 
on wells for water. 

Alexander City’s American 
Legion post is slowly 
recovering its pre-COVID 
turnout, now with the help of 
a permanent home to hang 
their plaques, display their 
flags and gather any time they 
please. 

“We’ve rented this building 
as a new home, and we’ll 

conduct our first meeting 
here Thursday night,” post 
commander Danny Wright 
said as he readied the new 
space Saturday for painting.

The one-room building 
on Highway 63 used to be a 
thrift store but has sat empty, 
leaving the owner all-the-
happier to lease it to the 
nonprofit at a discount.

Since it became active 
again about three years ago, 

Wright said, Henry L. Dabbs 
Post 103 had been meeting 
once a month at the Sportplex 
in a building furnished by 
the city. After an eight-month 
hiatus due to the pandemic, 
the group met for the first time 
in the pavilion out of caution.

“We started back with two 
to three members,” Wright 
said.

County BOE renews 
mask mandate despite 
vocal minority protest

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

County approves funding for 

extension of New Site water
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See MASKS � Page 9

See WATER � Page 2

Alexander City's American Legion 

Post 103 now has a permanent address

See LEGION � Page 3

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter
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Members of the 

Alexander City Fire 

Department honored 

the victims of the Sept. 

11, 2001 attacks on the 

20th anniversary of 

the tragedy Saturday. 

Firefi ghters climbed to 

the top of the training 

tower and read the 

name of all 343 victims, 

ringing the bell atop the 

tower for each one.

Siri Hedreen / The Outlook

American Legion Post 103 leading members Ed Jenkins (left), Charles Martin, 

Danny Wright, Levi Law and Mike Taunton pose for a photo as they set up their 

new permanent space on Highway 63 Saturday.
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