
Wednesday, January 12, 2022    Vol. 130, No. 03     www.alexcityoutlook.com     $1.00

Lighting the way for Alexander City & Lake Martin since 1892
SPORTS, PAGE B1

Reeltown wrestling 

completes eventful weekend

LOCAL, PAGE A3

Tax credit available to  
build storm shelters

THE WEDNESDAY

First Place in 
General Excellence
Best small daily newspaper 
in Alabama

USPS Permit # 013-080

Multimedia Reporter

The Outlook



Decades long honky-tonk transforms into a church

The Outlook

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Alabama House Bill 6 has 

been prefiled and likely to get its 

first reading as state legislators 

meet this week.

“This would authorize 

individuals to carry a pistol or 

other firearm concealed or in a 

vehicle without a permit,” the 

proposed bill states.

Tallapoosa County Sheriff 

Jimmy Abbett is opposed to the 

bill, but he – and other sheriffs 
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By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

Tallapoosa County Schools 

students are being asked to stay 

home for the rest of the week 

due to an "increasing number of 

COVID-related issues," the school 

system announced Tuesday.

As of Monday evening, 80 

students and staff were COVID-

positive, with another 205 students 

and six employees absent due to 

exposure.

Faculty and staff are still to 

report to work Wednesday through 

Friday, the school system said, 

with students learning remotely. 

As of the announcement, face-

to-face learning is expected to 

resume Tuesday after Martin 

Luther King Day.

Tallapoosa County Schools 

recently reinstated its mask 

mandate last week after 48 

students and staff were COVID-

positive a mere two days into the 

semester. Meanwhile, the county's 

new case rate has exploded from 

about 10 new cases per day Dec. 

17, the day students got out for 

winter break, to more than 100 as 

of Friday.

Tallapoosa County Schools goes virtual through MLK Day

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

Two Tallapoosa Coun-

ty residents are facing 

felony charges after a 

traffic stop in Newark, 

Delaware, turning up 30 

grams of marijuana, 11 

grams of methamphet-

amine, an AR-15 rifle and 

two loaded magazines in 

their vehicle.

Margo Yother, 37, of 

Dadeville and Roger 

Reardon, 32, of Alex-

ander City were taken 

into custody, the Newark 

Police Department said 

in a statement Monday. 

Their charges include 

possession of a firearm 

during the commission 

of a felony, possession 

of a deadly weapon by a 

person prohibited, carry-

ing a concealed deadly 

weapon, possession of 

a controlled substance 

(methamphetamine), pos-

session of marijuana and 

possession of drug para-

phernalia.

The Alabamians were 

intercepted shortly after 

4 a.m. Saturday, when 

Yother was pulled over 

for driving without a 

license plate. Reardon 

was passenger. It was 

then the officer "observed 

packaged methamphet-

amine on the floor of the 

vehicle." The marijuana, 

firearm and magazines 

were revealed in a subse-

quent search. 

Both Yother and Rear-

don have criminal histo-

ries at home. 

In 2020, accused 

of fatally shooting his 

ex-girlfriend's dog in the 

head, Reardon was arrest-

ed for aggravated animal 

cruelty at a home in New 

Site where law enforce-

ment also noticed narcot-

ics in plain view. A later 

search warrant yielded 

73 grams of synthetic 

marijuana wax, 57 grams 

of marijuana, 12 strips 

of LSD and a .40-caliber 

pistol, adding the charges 

of two counts of chemical 

endangerment of a child, 

two counts of controlled 

substance possession, 

marijuana possession, 

Tallapoosa County 

residents caught 

with drugs, AR-15 in 

Delaware traffic stop

THREE COUNTY CHASE  
ENDS IN DADEVILLE

SUBMITTED | THE OUTLOOK

Margo Yother, 37, of Dadeville and Roger Reardon, 32, of Alexander City were 
arrested after a traffic stop in Newark, Delaware Saturday.
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Students at 
Horseshoe 

Bend School 
in New Site 

line up on the 
first day of the 

fall semester, 
Aug. 20, 2021.

Sheriff opposed to eliminating gun permits

FILE | THE OUTLOOK

The Sure Shot in Alexander City saw the sale of more than 100 handguns in December 2020 
compared to 77 sold in December 2018. Many purchasers at The Sure Shot said they were 
buying guns for their wives or daughters.

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

L
aw enforcement start-

ed pursuit of Willie 

Mabson of Tuskegee 

in Talladega County but 

authorities say Mabson 

didn’t stop until Dadeville.

Coosa County Sheriff 

Michael Howell said the 

Coosa County Sheriff’s 

Office had received reports 

to be on the lookout for a 

gold Ford Focus that was 

seen in Talladega County.

“Our deputies saw a vehi-

cle matching the description 

speeding [on U.S. Highway 

280],” Howell said. “They 

attempted a traffic stop.”

The pursuit passed 

through Alexander City 

across the River Bridge. 

The pursuit continued to 

Dadeville where Mabson 

was met by officers from the 

Dadeville and Camp Hill 

police departments.

The Tallapoosa County 

Sheriff’s Department was 

also involved in the pursuit. 

Social media reports had 

Mabson turning around on 

U.S. Highway 280 returning 

westbound. Some reports 

had the vehicle with flat 

tires. The pursuit ended in 

the westbound lanes of U.S. 

Highway 280 just west of 

Highway 49 North. The inci-

dent had one lane of traffic 

blocked.

Howell said Mabson hit 

three Coosa County Sheriff’s 

Office vehicles in the pur-

suit. 

Both Howell and Tall-

apoosa County sheriff  

CLIFF WILLIAMS | THE OUTLOOK

A suspect wanted by the Childersburg Police Department in Talladega County driving a Ford Focus with a Macon 
County license plate did not stop for deputies with the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office. The suspect vehicle hit at 
least three Coosa County Sheriff’s Office vehicles and possibly others. No one was injured.

See CHASE, Page A6

See TRAFFIC, Page A6 See GUN, Page A6

The Alabamians 

were intercepted 

shortly after 4 a.m. 

Saturday, when Yother 

was pulled over for 

driving without a 

license plate. Reardon 

was passenger. It 

was then the officer 
"observed packaged 

methamphetamine 

on the floor of the 
vehicle."


