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New development planned for Alex City

The Alexander City City Council is set 
to approve up to $7.5 million in incentives 
with no cash outlay by the city for a retail 
and commercial development at a special 
called meeting June 1.

Alex City Development LLC is 
proposing a new grocery-anchored 
shopping center at the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 280 and Highway 63.

“The retail center will consist of a 
grocery store of approximately 47,000 
square feet, two ancillary shops buildings 
consisting of 11,500 square feet and a 
freestanding building of 5,000 square feet,” 
the developer said in a release. “The retail 
center will also have six free standing 
stores along Hwy 280  and Hwy 63.”

A legal advertisement taken out in 
The Weekend Outlook by Alexander City 

gives notice of the June 1 meeting with 
a hearing and resolution authorizing a 
project agreement between the city and 
Alex City Development LLC. The legal 
advertisement also lists affiliates in the 
project as RE Venture Investments LLC of 
Birmingham and JWA Ventures II LLC of 
Montgomery are listed as affiliates of Alex 
City Development. 

The Alabama Secretary of State lists the 
registered agent for JWA Ventures II as 
James W. Wilson III. Wilson is chairman 
of the board and CEO of Jim Wilson & 
Associates (JWA) of Montgomery who 
is tied to most of the development in 
Eastchase in east Montgomery. Several 
executives listed on its websites have been 
seen in several of the executive sessions 
the city council has held in the last few 
months.

Developer has previously brought Publix development plans to city leaders

Lake Martin’s Goat Island, an Alabama Power 
property that’s become something of a tourist 
attraction, is being threatened by dog attacks on 
its goat population. 

The open-use island is frequented by Lake 
Martin boaters for the novelty of its free-roaming 
goats, which are brought there to graze each 
summer by several local goat owners including 
Ricky and Stacie Baker. According to the Bakers’ 
Facebook page, last week a visitor’s dog attacked 
Rosie the goat and chased her into the water, 
before Rosie was saved by two other boaters from 
drowning.   

“Rosie is OK but is very frazzled and has 
several dog bite marks on her face and one bite 
mark on her chest,” the Bakers said on Facebook. 
“All wounds have been cleaned and medicine (has 
been) put on them. I will not continue to allow 
them to be harmed. 

“These goats bring so much enjoyment to the 
lake community but you always have the handful 
that don’t care and will ruin it for everyone. We 
work very hard to keep them safe and healthy. 
I want to thank the two guys that dove in after 
Rosie and saved her from drowning after she was 
(run) into the water by the dog.”

On Sunday, the Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency (ALEA) issued a public statement 
reiterating the island is open-use and any member 
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The lot on the southwest corner of the intersection of U.S. Highway 280 and Highway 63 is 

the subject incentives for development at a Tuesday Alexander City City Council meeting.
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A water balloon and water gun battle hosted 

by Camp Hill Parks & Rec and the Camp Hill 

Police Department was perfectly timed with 

the hot weather Sunday. Dozens of kids gath-

ered at Bear Park to engage in the friendly 

fi re. Above: Members of the Camp Hill Police 

Department launch a tactical water offensive. 

Right: Aaiden Stone (bottom right) stumbles 

to the ground after the plastic balloon arsenal 

breaks, sending water in all directions. Be-

low: Harmony Greene, 4, and Aaiden Stone, 

9, exchange friendly fi re.

Lake Martin’s 
island-dwelling 

goats threatened 
by dog attacks 

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

See GOAT ISLAND � Page A2


