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By WILLIAM MARLOW
Multimedia Reporter

The Alexander City City 

Council called an emergen-

cy public meeting Tues-

day to discuss the city’s 

response to a ransomware 

attack. 

Alexander City Mayor 

Woody Baird informed 

council members that the 

attack was first discovered 

Tuesday morning, and that, 

according to Baird, the city 

received a ransom letter 

during the security breach. 

Ransomware is a type 

of malicious software 

designed to block access to 

a computer system until a 

sum of money is paid.

“This morning as people 

were coming in at 7 a.m., 

we realized that we had a 

ransomware attack,” Baird 

said. “We immediately went 

to our insurance company 

because we do have insur-

ance for this. They have 

many different branches 

and so they are all going to 

attack it.”

Baird said that the city’s 

insurance company has sup-

plied a taskforce to assist 

with the breach and they 

are intending to use Code-

ware, a software company, 

for advice. 

“The biggest thing we 

had to call y’all [coun-

cilmembers] in here for is 

because we have to give 

them a deposit and we have 

to sign the agreement,” 

Baird said. “As soon as 

I sign the agreement, we 

have to shoot [Codeware] 

the money and then they’re 

on board and they will start 

Mayor: ‘We had a ransomware attack’

By WILLIAM MARLOW
Multimedia Reporter 

A man is dead after a Monday morning 

fire at a Kellyton home, according to the 

Alexander City Police Department.

Deputy Chief James Easterwood said the 

Alexander City police and fire departments 

initially responded to a 9-1-1 call at approx-

imately 5:45 a.m. Monday, Jan. 23, after 

receiving a call reporting a house fire along 

Old Kellyton Road. 

The Alexander City Fire Department 

extinguished the fire, which occurred at a 

white house trailer, according to deputy fire 

Chief Jeremy Spears. 

According to Easterwood, the death of a 

One dead 

following Monday 

house fire

WILLIAM MARLOW | THE OUTLOOK

A man is dead after a Monday morning fire at a home on 
Old Kellyton Road, according to the Alexander City Police 
Department.

By KAITLIN FLEMING
Managing Editor

The Coosa County Sheriff’s Office is 

investigating a fatal shooting that took place 

in the early morning hours of Jan. 14.

According to a press release posted on 

the Coosa County Sheriff’s Facebook page, 

the Sheriff’s Office received a call to assist 

Goodwater Police Department on a shooting 

on Coosa County Road 52 at approximately 

2:40 a.m., Jan. 14.

“Upon arriving on the scene, law enforce-

ment and medical personnel were at this 

location evaluating the incident,” the release 

said. “It was determined, after further inves-

tigation, 31-year-old Robin Durrell Braswell 

suffered a gunshot wound to the chest and 

was pronounced deceased.”

The family of Braswell held a celebration 

of life service for Braswell Monday, Jan. 23 

at the Goodwater High School auditorium. 

The shooting is being investigated by the 

Coosa County Sheriff’s Office.

If you have any information about the 

incident, contact the Sheriff’s Office at 256-

377-4922.

Coosa County Sheriff’s 

Office investigating 

fatal shooting

By ABIGAIL MURPHY
Multimedia reporter

After nine hours of practicing, two 

days of rehearsals and four pieces of 

music to learn, the doors for the Tal-

lapoosa County Honor Band concert 

were opened.

Dale Bloodworth, Benjamin Russell 

High School band director, said this 

was the first year they were able to 

have all the county schools partake in 

the honor band. 

Before the pandemic, they had a 

Tallapoosa County Honor Band per-

formance, but they weren’t able to 

coordinate for all the schools to be 

represented.  

The Tallapoosa County Honor Band 

is made up of students from Radney 

Elementary School, Alexander City 

Middle School, Benjamin Russell High 

School, Horseshoe Bend School, Reel-

town and Dadeville, sixth through 12th 

grade. In total, the honor band had over 

140 members.

“Music education has so much to 

offer kids other than just playing their 

instrument. It's about camaraderie and 

friendship, working together,” Blood-

worth said. “But what we really hope 

Tallapoosa County bands come together to form one sound

“Upon arriving on the scene, law 
enforcement and medical personnel 
were at this location evaluating the 
incident. It was determined, after 
further investigation, 31-year-old 
Robin Durrell Braswell suffered a 
gunshot wound to the chest and 

was pronounced deceased.”

By WILLIAM MARLOW
Multimedia Reporter

F
lint Hill Methodist Church pastor 

John Hill had been sheltered with 

his family during last week’s tor-

nadoes when he received some alarm-

ing news. 

“My phone started chirping from 

my friends in Birmingham who were 

checking on me because James Spann 

at ABC 33/40 had mentioned Flint 

Hill Church on the news,” Hill said. 

“He said if you're anywhere near Flint 

Hill Church, this storm is headed right 

toward you.”

Hill braced for impact in his 

church’s basement alongside his fami-

ly and several members of the congre-

gation. 

“We were all huddled together,” 

Hill said. “We knew we were safe, but 

were worried about our community. 

We were worried about those people 

who weren't in shelters because we 

knew that this was a pretty major 

storm coming at us.

Hill said the storm avoided his 

church, but he felt compelled to con-

tact members of his congregation 

following what the National Weather 

FLINT HILL PROVIDES MEALS DURING 

STORM RELIEF

ABIGAIL MURPHY | THE OUTLOOK

Members of Flint Hill Methodist Church congregation assisted the Salvation Army in delivering meals to storm survivors on Monday, Jan. 16. 
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Alexander City receives ransom note during a cyber security breach


