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T
he third annual Blues in the Park will 
begin at 4 p.m. Saturday at Strand 
Park in downtown Alexander City.

The free concert will feature art-
ists West Love, Stan Butler and LJ 

Echols. Blues in the Park committee member 
Tyrone Oliver said Echols will headline the 

event and Butler has played in Strand Park 
before. 

“We are looking to create an event that 
at least if nothing else emulates Jazz Fest,” 
Oliver said. “They’ve got 30 years almost 
and that is a great event.”

The event is a cultural offering to the 
community, according to Oliver. 
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BLUES IN 

THE PARK
 Musician Echols to headline; 

Love and Butler also performing 
Saturday at Strand Park

By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

File / The Outlook

Stan Butler 

performs at last 

year’s Blues in the 

Park. This year’s 

event will begin at 

4 p.m. Saturday at 

Strand Park.

See BLUES � Page 3

Gov. Kay Ivey signed into law 
Wednesday a bill banning abortions in 
the state, a move sure to draw nationwide 
legal challenges supporters hope will result 
in the U.S. Supreme Court overturning the 
landmark Roe v. Wade decision.

Ivey signed the Alabama Human Life 
Protection Act a day after the Alabama 
Senate passed it 25-6. The House of 
Representatives passed it 74-3.

The law imposes a near total ban on 
abortions in the state by making it a felony 
for a doctor to perform an abortion at any 
stage of pregnancy punishable by up to 99 
years or life in prison. The only exception 
lawmakers provided is if the mother’s 
health is at serious risk. The mother 
will not be held criminally liable for an 
abortion under the new law.

“To the bill’s many supporters, this 
legislation stands as a powerful testament 
to Alabamians’ deeply held belief that 
every life is precious and that every life 
is a sacred gift from God,” Ivey said in a 
statement after signing the bill, which will 
take effect in six months.

“To all Alabamians, I assure you that 
we will continue to follow the rule of law. 
In all meaningful respects, this bill closely 
resembles an abortion ban that has been 
a part of Alabama law for well over 100 
years. As today’s bill itself recognizes, 
that longstanding abortion law has been 
rendered unenforceable as a result of the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. 
Wade.”

Ivey conceded the new law will likely 
be unenforceable in the short term but 
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signs 
ban

Abortions now 

illegal in Alabama
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See ABORTION � Page 9

First responders, educators and 
medical professionals gathered 
Wednesday in Dadeville for a 
tabletop exercise to make sure they 
are ready in the event of a disas-
ter – in this case an active shooter 
across three locations.

Tallapoosa County EMA director 
Jason Moran was pleased with the 
results of the exercise and said it 
also will aid in a full-scale commu-
nity-based exercise next week.

“It went well for a tabletop,” 
Moran said. “There were a couple 
things that were identified to be 
looked at and worked on. They 
were mainly in operations but 
nothing major.”

It also gives those individuals 
who have not worked with other 
agencies a chance to get to know 

Cliff Williams / The Outlook

Dadeville police Capt. Chris Martin makes notes on law enforcemnent response to an active shooter in Dadeville 

during a tabletop exercise Wednesday.

Local groups prep for worst in active shooter exercise
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See EXERCISE � Page 3
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