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Dexur, a data-driven hos-
pital and healthcare news 
and research service, recently 
analyzed Medicare claims and 
found Russell Medical, South 
Baldwin Regional Medical 
Center, and Andalusia Health 
were the top three ranked hos-
pitals with the lowest in-hos-
pital sepsis mortality rate. 

According to the release, 
Dexur’s analysis of Medicare 
claims data shows Russell 
Medical, Andalusia Health 
and South Baldwin Regional 
have the lowest sepsis in-hos-
pital mortality rate at 7.42%, 
7.53%, and 8.19%, respective-
ly. Statewide sepsis in-hos-
pital mortality rate for the 
same period was 16.84% as 
compared to the national rate 
of 13.42%.

Sepsis is the body’s 
extreme response to an infec-
tion. It is a life-threatening 
medical emergency that 
occurs when an infection a 
patient already has — in his 
or her skin, lungs, urinary 
tract or elsewhere — triggers 
a chain reaction throughout 
the patient’s body. Without 
timely treatment, sepsis can 
rapidly lead to tissue damage, 
organ failure and death. 

While there have been no confirmed 
cases of the Coronavirus in Alabama 
as of Friday, health officials at the state 
and local level are keeping a close eye 
on the virus and have procedures in 
place to train staff on how to screen 
patients.

The Coronavirus (COVID-19), is 
a respiratory disease caused by a new 
Coronavirus that was first detected in 
Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China 
and continues to expand, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Currently, 15 people in the 
United States have tested positive 
for COVID-19 across seven states 

including Arizona, California, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Texas, Washington and 
Wisconsin, according to the latest data 
provided by the CDC.

The CDC believes at this time 
symptoms of COVID-19 infection may 
appear in as few as two days or as long 
as 14 days after exposure. Symptoms 
can include fever, cough and shortness 
of breath. Reported illnesses have 

ranged from people with little to no 
symptoms to being severely ill and 
dying.

Sarah Beth Gettys, vice president 
of clinical services at Russell Medical, 
said the hospital stays in constant 
contact with the Alabama Department 
of Public Health to review data and stay 
on top of the latest developments with 

Town Creek tornado 
confirmed by NWS
The National Weather 

Service said an EF1 tor-
nado struck Tallapoosa 
County in the Town 
Creek area.

The NWS said peak 
winds hit 90 mph and 
the tornado was deter-
mined by the number of 
trees downed in the path 
stretching 2.1 miles long 
and 300 yards at its wid-
est point. The system 
had broad rotation with 
little updraft causing no 
debris signature.

“I’m grateful there 
were no injuries and no 
major structural damage 
even though there were 
several hundred trees 
blown down or snapped 
off,” Tallapoosa County 
EMA director Jason 
Moran said.

AC council to talk 
renaming M Street
The Alexander City 

City Council has a res-
olution on its agenda 
for Monday’s meeting 
to rename M Street in 
memory Rev. Alfred 
Cooper. 

The resolution would 
rename M Street to 
Alfred Cooper Street.

The council will also 
take up resolutions to 
extend the temporary 
moratorium for certain 
types of new businesses 
within the historical 
business district and 
an agreement to attach 
communication devices 
from cell phone provid-
ers on water towers.

The meeting is sched-
uled to begin at 5:30 
p.m.

City school board 
to move forward 

with projects
The Alexander City 

Board of Education is 
getting closer to build-
ing a new high school. 
Superintendent Dr. 
Keith Lankford said 
the school board will 
approve a contingency 
contract to obtain new 
property at its meeting 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday at 
Radney Elementary 
School.

UPDATES
The Outlook will 

publish this once a 
week as a way to 
update readers on the 
status of stories we’ve 
done in the past.

Health officials: Procedure in place for Coronavirus
By GRAHAM BROOKS
Staff Writer

O
ne local teenager has been 
raised to learn a little bit of 
effort can go a long way to 

making a big difference in the lives 
of others.

Benjamin Russell sophomore 
Jack Jennings has been volunteer-
ing since 2016 and despite being 
just a teenager, he’s making a great 
impact around the community.

Jack’s mother Stephanie 
Jennings said she teaches her chil-
dren to do good deeds because it’s 
the right thing to do.

“If everyone will do a little, then 
not one person has to do a lot,” 
Stephanie Jennings said. “He’s 
a good kid. He’s always there to 

UNSUNG HEROES

BRHS student volunteers, strives to help those in need
By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

See UNSUNG � Page 3
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Jack Jennings, right, raises money for Tallapoosa County Department of Hu-

man Resources children and seniors in addition to serving at Comer United 

Methodist Church. 
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Stephens Elementary School held a 

Valentine’s Day sock hop at its gym 

Friday where children danced, took 

photos and ate snacks. See more 

photos on Page 3 and at alexcityout-

look.com
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