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A
fter almost 50 years of 
involvement in the Akron 
Jewish community, Judi 

Shapiro continues to strive to be a 
partner as she serves as the interim 
executive director of the Shaw JCC on 
the Schultz Campus for Jewish Life.

She took over in September 2022, 
after John Keverkamp stepped down 
to become chief financial officer of the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank. Janet 
Minc, immediate past president of the 
Shaw JCC board of trustees, is leading 
a nine-member committee conducting 
a search for a new executive director.

“My goal was to try to keep all 
the balls in the air, not just to be a 

figurehead here, but to actually be an 
employee and a partner with staff,” 
Shapiro told the Akron Jewish News.

As a past member and president 
of the JCC board, she said she has 
developed a good working relationship 
with the staff, which played a role in 
her decision to serve as the interim 
executive director. As the first woman 
to hold the position, she added her role 

can also send a strong statement for 
women, and for others in their 70s that 
they can still be active and relevant.

“What (the staff) really needed was 
a partner,” Shapiro said. “They don’t 
need someone to administrate them, 
they need a partner. So, we’ve been 
able to collaborate on programming 

Shapiro

Shapiro steps up as Shaw JCC interim executive director
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LEBRON’S LEGACY STARTED AT SHAW JCC
NBA scoring king 
‘just a kid from 
Akron, Ohio’
STEVE MARK

L
ate on Feb. 7, Duquesne University basketball coach 
Keith Dambrot was focused on preparation for his 
team’s Atlantic-10 Conference clash with George 

Mason University the following night.
However, a bit of basketball history three time zones away 

momentarily stole his attention. 
That’s when LeBron James hit a fadeaway jumper with 10 

seconds left in the third quarter in the Los Angeles Lakers’ 
133-130 loss to the Oklahoma City Thunder. It gave him 36 
points for the night (he finished with 38) to eclipse Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar’s 38-year record as the NBA’s all-time leading 
scorer with 38,387 points.

“It’s typical for LeBron,” Dambrot told the Akron Jewish 

LeBron James advances the ball during a game as the star of  the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. | AJN Photo / Bob Jacob
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