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Announcements

Church on the Lake,
Sunday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m.,
Marshall Baptist Retreat
Center. Speaker: Dr. Charles
Gattis, Pastor (Retired), Trinity United Methodist Church,
Huntsville.
Indoor yard sale, North
Broad Street Church of
Christ fellowship hall, hosted
by Guntersville Lions. Proceeds go to Lions Club
service projects.
Christian Women’s
Job Corps taking enrollment for fall program on
computer skills, nutritious
meals,finances, improving
relationships, more. Free. For
info, contact Andrea Oliver
at 256-571-5660 or cwjc.
andrea@outlook.com.
River Run Car Show,
Saturday, Aug. 27, Boaz
VFW Fairgrounds. Lions
Club fundraiser. 8 a.m. until
2 p.m. Spectator admission
$5 per carload. Entering a car
in the show $20. Details at
RiverRunCarShow.net
Ribbon cutting for
Mobsquad Performance,
Friday, Aug. 19, 4:00 p.m.,
1215 Blount Avenue, Chamber of Commerce event.
Ribbon cutting for Home
Re-Décor at City Harbor,
Friday, Aug. 26, 4:30 p.m.
Big yard sale, Victory
Baptist Church, 1644 O’Brig
Avenue, today (Saturday)
rain or shine, fellowship hall
in back. Fundraiser for youth.
Victory Baptist Church
food giveaway, Wednesday,
Aug. 10, at 4 p.m. Church
parking lot at 1644 O’Brig
Avenue.
Lakeview Community
Civic Organization “Back to
School Blessings” Saturday,
August 6. from 10 A.M. to
12 P. M. in the parking lot
of St. Minor Baptist Church.
White goods pick-up,
Monday, August 15, Districts 1, 3 & 4. Dumpsters
also at the shops in those
districts that day. To arrange
a pick-up, call District 1 at
256-753-2557; District 3 at
256-878-7342; and District
4 at 256-87-0421.
Lifesouth & the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
Blood Drive August 13, 10
- 4. Donors receive a free
T-shirt and a $20 gift card.
1100 Sunset Drive. All blood
types needed.
State of the City speech,
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Case sounded
like country song

Remember the old story
about country crooner
George Jones driving his
lawn tractor to the pub after
his wife Tammy Wynette hid
his car keys?
It made it into the Vince
Gill hit “One More Last
Chance” and Jones even had
a cameo in the song riding a
John Deere lawnmower.
A little earlier this year, the
Guntersville Police worked
a case very much like that,
just the person wasn’t near as
famous and no arrest ended
up being made.
The Police Department
got a call at 11:45 p.m.
one evening that an individual was spotted on his
riding mower driving on
the Paul Stockton (Highway
431) causeway, one of the

Not every call is
an emergency
Some 911 calls that come
through sound truly perilous, as though life itself
is hanging in the balance.
Then it turns out things are
not as they would seem.
Such was the case the
other day with a call on the
Warrenton (Highway 69)
Causeway.
The call sounded absolutely awful: A boater had
fallen out of his boat and
couldn’t get back in. Both a
Guntersville Police unit and
a Fire & Rescue unit hustled

Feds say she was
in meth ring

During his lifetime, Col. Kenny Cobb (right) was a larger-than-life figure at the
Guntersville Airport, serving as the airport’s unofficial ambassador. Several years
after his passing, the City Council must wrestle with who will get the Colonel’s
hangar at the airport. Kenny is shown here in a 2015 file photo with Russian pilot
Sergey Ananov, who stopped at the airport during his quest to circumnavigate the
globe in a small helicopter.

City Council –

Controversy over
Colonel’s hangar
By Whitney Snow
For the Gleam
The late Col. Kenny
Cobb’s hangar at the Guntersville Municipal Airport
was a pretty special place.
He kept two planes inside,
including his beloved Sea
Rey, but he also had furniture there and even his pet
cat Goofy. Among other
things, he used it to entertain many guests, including
his country music cousin
Mel Tillis, intermittently
regaling them with recollections of his military
days and fuming about
contemporary politics. He
spent much of his time
at the hangar, enjoying
the ambiance of the aviation environment and the
beauty of nearby Lake
Guntersville.
It’s the last hangar before
you get to the lake, and the
proximity fostered something of a bad habit in Col.
Cobb. Fond of wildlife, he
habitually fed the geese. As
readers can imagine, geese
and airports do not mix.
But his mischievous nature
was part of his charm. Col.
Cobb was one of those larger-than-life characters, and
Guntersville is poorer for
his absence.
After Col. Cobb passed
away five years ago at the
busiest 4-lane highways in
the county, although not so
much at that time of night. It
was unknown if the mower
operator was impaired.
Officers went out, checked
on it and didn’t see anyone.
Then at 12:02 a.m., not too
far off Highway 431, police
dispatch received a noise
complaint. You can guess
the nature of the complaint.
“The caller stated that his
neighbor was mowing his
grass and it woke him up,”
Chief Jim Peterson said.
An office went out, made
contact with the individual
and advised him he really
ought not be mowing at midnight in a neighborhood. The
gentlemen said alright and
the officer went back in service. There’s no way to know
for sure, but the officers felt
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to the scene, prepared to perform a rescue if needed.
It turns out it wasn’t
needed.
“They were swimming,”
the firefighter on scene
reported.
Apparently, someone
passing by saw what looked
like someone floundering
around a boat and called it
in. But it’s not unheard of
for anglers or boaters who
get hot while out on the
lake to jump in the water to
cool off. This one just happened right next to a busy
highway with lots of eyes
passing by.

age of 85, his widow Nancy
signed the hangar’s lease
over to family friend Joel
Polletta. Now that hangar
is the source of a dispute
that the Guntersville City
Council must address.
The lease for Col. Cobb’s
hangar—known as Hangar
22—expired on July 18,
2022. On July 7, the City
of Guntersville sent Polletta
a lease termination notice,
but he does not want to give
up the hangar because Col.
Cobb wanted him to have
it. Polletta is not a pilot but
plans to become one. While
he has sold Col. Cobb’s
planes, he intends to purchase two new ones and
house them in the hangar.
At one point, Polletta had
four planes in the hangar,
but two of them were fairly
small. The hangar can fit
three planes comfortably.
City attorney Dan
Warnes maintains that the
lease is not transferrable
and should have reverted
back to the city when Col.
Cobb died. In essence, he
insists that Nancy Cobb had
no right to transfer the lease
to Polletta.
Col. Cobb’s old hangar,
like the others closest to
Highway 431, is considered
a “legacy hangar.” All were
built with 20-year leases
and rent of $100 a year.
Most of these old leases
have expired, and new
contracts are on a monthto-month basis. The current
price for a hangar lease is

$350 a month. These new
leases can be terminated at
any time, for any reason.
There is a substantial
waiting list for hangars at
the Guntersville Municipal
Airport. It just so happens
that Michael Kirkpatrick,
chairman of the Airport
Advisory Board, is at the
top of list and thus in line to
get Col. Cobb’s old hangar.
At the City Council meeting on August 1, Council
members heard from both
sides. When asked if he had
anything to say, Polletta at
first said no, stating that he
had made his position clear
in emails to each Councilmember. When Mayor
Leigh Dollar asked him to
come to microphone, Polletta emphasized that he
wants the lease renewed.
He also expressed frustration, feeling no other
hangars have been targeted
like Hangar 22.
In response, Councilman
Randy Whitaker asked
Polletta if he knew of any
other hangars having been
transferred to other people.
Polletta said that when the
late Bill Greenhaw’s hangar
came up, it went to Martha
West but she transferred it
to the city.
At one point, Councilman
Carson Ray asked if Polletta
had been a good tenant, and
the latter responded affirmatively. Like Col. Cobb,
Polletta spends a great deal
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Federal prosecutors say
a Guntersville woman was
part of a methamphetamine
trafficking conspiracy based
out of Calhoun County. She
could face life in prison if
convicted in federal court.
Melissa Sage Goins, 36, of
Guntersville, was charged in
a federal grand jury indictment released this week,
along with 11 other co-defendants. The U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Birmingham issued
this statement:
An indictment charging
12 defendants in a methamphetamine trafficking
conspiracy based in Calhoun County was unsealed,
announced U.S. Attorney
Prim F. Escalona, Drug
Enforcement Administration Special Agent in
Charge Brad L. Byerley,
and Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives Special Agent
in Charge Mickey French.
Eight of the defendants were
arrested today, and the four
remaining defendants were
already in custody on state
offenses.
A 66-count indictment
filed in U.S. District Court
charges the defendants with
with conspiracy to distribute
methamphetamine, cocaine,
heroin, and marijuana
between June 2021 and June
2022. The indictment also
charges all defendants with
at least one count of using
a telephone to facilitate a
drug-trafficking crime.
The defendants are:
Antonio Franchester Orr,
aka Lil T, aka Tony, 48, of
Eastaboga;
Brandon Maurice Butler,
aka BB, 34, of Lincoln;
Thomas Terrel Truss, 50,
of Oxford;
Seth Michael Owens, 29,
of Ragland;
Gerod Montario Stripling,
35, of Eastaboga;
Jakahri Howard aka Joc,
22, of Lincoln;
Steven Weed, 50, of
Lincoln;
Melissa Sage Goins, 36, of
Guntersville;
Brian Kenneth Goodwin,
44, of Pell City;
Michael Edwin Scales, Sr.,
68, of Anniston;
James Christopher Stanley, 46, of Tuscaloosa;
and Charles Alan Calhoun
aka Charles Allen Calhoun

Bracelets call
‘Justice for Colton’
By Anthony Campbell
In the weeks and months
after the death of 7-year-old
Colton Lee – the child who
was one of 3 victims of a
triple homicide in Guntersville in 2018 – Angie McCoy
felt led by the Lord to do
something for the family.
She made an elaborate
scrapbook documenting
Colton’s life and gave it to
the family as a gift to remember him by.
Now, she has felt moved
by the Lord once again to do
something to remind people
that a child was murdered and
that justice is called for. She
has had 400 rubber bracelets
printed in John Deere green
and yellow, Colton’s favorite
colors, for people to wear in
the coming weeks.
The bracelets will be
available in various Guntersville stores. A handful
are available at The Advertiser-Gleam office.
The green bracelets have
yellow writing that says

Planning Bd. –

Two Long projects
get green light
By Anthony Campbell
Developer Wes Long had
4 projects on the agenda at
last month’s meeting of
the Guntersville Planning

The bracelets read “Justice
for Colton Lee” and have a
cross and the Scripture referAngie McCoy has had 400 ence Exodus 20:13.That verse
John Deere green bracelets reads “Thou shalt not kill.”
made in memory of Colton
Lee, the 7-year-old boy murders, Jimmy Spenkilled in a triple homicide cer, is scheduled to go on
trial in October. He is also
in Guntersville in 2018.
accused of killing Colton’s
“Justice for Colton” with the great-grandmother Martha
Scripture reference Exodus Martin and her neighbor
20:13.
Martha Reliford.
That reference is from the The killings were disTen Commandments: “Thou covered on Friday, July 13,
2018, on Mulberry Street
shalt not murder.”
Angie actually had the behind Burger-King.
bracelets made some time Angie knows her John
back, but she has never dis- Deere bracelets likely
tributed them. She is deeply will not be allowed in the
spiritual and feels things courtroom. The judge has
happen on God’s time and already ruled that the Relisaid now seems to be the ford family couldn’t wear
T-shirts memorializing
time.
The man accused in the their beloved Martha. But

Commission.
Two got the green light
– despite neighbors’ comments against them – while
two were withdrawn when
it became apparent they
weren’t going to fly with
the Planning Commission.
Long received permission
to change the lot lines –
technically a “subdivision”

or re-subdivision of property – at 1551 Signal Point
Road. Neighbors argued
that doing so could set a
dangerous precedent for the
future in their neighborhood
and others. Long countered
that the subdivision lines
under consideration were
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and Chopper, 57, of Alpine.
The DEA, the ATF, and
other law enforcement agencies have seized a total of
over 20 kilograms of methamphetamine and 1 kilogram
of cocaine as a part of the
investigation. The indictment
includes special findings of
the grand jury regarding
the amount of methamphetamine attributable to various
defendants as part of the
drug-trafficking conspiracy.
• Orr, Butler, Truss,
Owens, Stripling, Howard,
Weed, Goins, Goodwin,
Scales, and Stanley are
charged with conspiring to
distribute 50 grams or more
of methamphetamine. This
charge carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.
• Calhoun is charged
with conspiring to distribute a substance containing a
detectable amount of cocaine.
This charge carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in
prison.
• Orr is charged with distribution of 50 grams or more
of methamphetamine. This
charge carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.
• Howard is charged with
possession with the intent
to distribute 500 grams
or more of a mixture and
substance containing a
detectable amount of
cocaine. This charge carries
a maximum penalty of 40
years in prison.
• Goodwin is charged
with possession with the
intent to distribute 50 grams
or more of methamphetamine. This charge carries
a maximum penalty of life
in prison.
• Orr, Owens, and Stripling
are charged with possession
with the intent to distribute
500 grams or more of a mixture containing a detectable
amount of methamphetamine. This charge carries a
maximum penalty of life in
prison.
• Orr is charged with
attempt to possess with
the intent to distribute 500
grams or more of a mixture containing a detectable
amount of methamphetamine. This charge carries
a maximum penalty of life
in prison.
• Howard, Butler, and
Stripling are charged with
possession of a firearm
in furtherance of a drug
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still, she hopes people will
get them and wear them in
the weeks leading up to the
trial.
“This case has dragged
out like no case I have ever
seen,” Angie said. “I wanted
the bracelets to be something
that would reassure the
family that justice is going
to be served. It’s in God’s
plan when, not ours.”
About half of the bracelets
will be given to Colton’s
family, Angie said.
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