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Trump
picks
crown
Kavanaugh

Jockeying for the
Local talent
plays
Prince John
in ‘The Lion
in Winter’

Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — In choosing Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh
for the Supreme Court, President Donald Trump went with
a well-credentialed Washington
insider who compiled a long
record as a reliable conservative
and won the respect of White
House lawyers and the outside
groups that advise them.
They are confident that, if
confirmed by the Senate, he
will move the high court to the
right on abortion, gun rights,
affirmative action, religious
liberty and environmental protection, among other issues.
But his court record and status
as a Beltway insider could also
pose problems as the 53-yearold judge on U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit seeks to move
a few blocks up Capitol Hill
to replace Justice Anthony M.
Kennedy, for whom he worked
as a law clerk from 1993 to
1994.
In the late 1990s, Kavanaugh

By Tim Horan
Reflector-Chronicle

If you like “Game of
Thrones’ you will love ‘The
Lion in Winter,’ said Randy
West, artistic director for the
Great Plains Theatre.
“It’s funny and it has great
acting roles,” he said. “It’s
very ‘game of throney’.”
The Lion in Winter, a play
set in medieval times, starts
Friday at the theater and runs
through July 22 with both
evening and matinee performances.
Jackson Welsh, of Abilene
and currently the summer
intern at the Reflector-Chronicle, plays the role of Prince
John.
Welsh is a product of the
Great Plains Theatre’s academy run by Margaret Clair,
the education director. Clair
also plays Eleanor in “The
Lion in Winter.”
“Jackson playing a full professional slot is a fruition of
growth in both the education
and the professional program,” West said.
“That’s not just because he’s
talented, because we have a
lot of talented kids. It’s his
desire to constantly work and
be in process and the seriousness in which he approaches
his acting work,” Clair said.
“We know if we hand Jackson
something, he is going keep
at it. He’s going to work it
and he’s going to develop
and grow in it until he gets to
where he needs to be.”
Welsh said he became interested in theater by following a
couple friends to an audition
for a show in fifth grade.
“After that, I enjoyed it
so much that I tried to be as
involved as possible,” he said.
Welsh said he has learned a
lot from the Great Plains Theatre beyond just acting and
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King Phillip (back left), played by Matthew Blake Johnson, peeps in to see King Henry, played by
Paul Gregory Nelson, and Queen Eleanor, played by Margaret Clair, exchange a look while Alais
(sitting center), played by Fiona McIntyre, looks on. “The Lion in Winter,” a play set in medieval
times, will open Friday at Great Plains Theatre.

Jackson Welsh productions
(shows are in chronological order)
Professional Shows w/GPT: Best Christmas Pageant
Ever, The Nerd, Damn Yankees, Annie Get Your Gun, Lost
in Yonkers, Gypsy
Youth Musicals w/ the GPT Academy: Class Musical,
Grease Jr., Once Upon a Mattress, The Paper Bag Princess,
How to Eat Like a Child, Godspell, Little Shop of Horrors,
Aladdin Jr., Into the Woods, Pirates of Penzance Jr., 1776
Youth Plays w/ the GPT Academy: Mother Goose Has
Flown the Coop, Why Am I So Angry?, The Day the Rooster
Didn’t Crow, Sarah Renae Adams, Little Women
performance techniques.
“It has taught me to have
confidence, how to work as
a team, work ethic, and has
improved my leadership
and communication skills
greatly,” he said.
Welsh plays John, the

youngest son of King Henry.
“He is the typical youngest
child, for he is his father’s
favorite and he is known for
being obnoxious. It’s been
fun to play a character that
isn’t necessarily a protagonist. It allows you to be more

devious,” he said.
Welsh has played in a series
of professional productions
but this is the first where he
is the only actor in the performance without a college
degree.
See History, Page 2

played a lead role in the aggressive investigation of President
Bill Clinton led by independent
counsel Kenneth W. Starr. He
was an author of the Starr Report, which urged the House to
impeach the president for lying
about a sexual affair with White
House intern Monica Lewinsky.
Senate Democrats are sure
to press Kavanaugh to explain
his views on investigating and
impeaching a president based
on allegations of lies and a
cover-up, something that could
prove uncomfortable for Trump
given the investigation underway by special counsel Robert
S. Mueller III.
A graduate of Yale College
and Yale Law School, Kavanaugh — the only one of
Trump’s four finalists who has
an Ivy League degree — will
be in good company on a court
where all the current justices
have gone to law school at
Harvard or Yale. Last year,
Trump said he was drawn to his
See Court, Page 2

City hears support for tax
abatements for company
By Tim Horan
Reflector-Chronicle

The city of Abilene and
Bradford Built started negotiating an agreement to issue
industrial revenue bonds at its
regular meeting on Monday.
Sarah Steele, bond council
with Gilmore & Bell, said the
city could abate 100 percent
of property tax for the next 10
years and sales tax for material and equipment in building
the facility.
The abatement estimate is
over $1 million.
She also said that while the
city would own the building
and lease it back to Bradford
Built, the city is not at risk.
That risk would to the bondholders.
The company projects 100
jobs, all but two new to the
company. The 10 year payroll
is projected at $27,433,446.
Bob Johnson, attorney for
Bradford Built, a company

that builds flatbeds for trucks
in Washington, Kans., said an
87,000-square foot facility is
planned to be built south of
Interstate 70 and east of Russell Stover.
“We need more capacity,”
he said. “They will build
it. They want to build it in
Abilene.”
An analysis by the Center
for Economic Development
and Business Research at
Wichita State University
showed a benefit cost-ratio
of $0.96. This means for
every $1 in tax abatement the
community would get $0.96
in return, said City Manager
Austin Gilley.
Bradford Built owner Brad
Portenier said shipping is getting tough.
“This would be a great
move,” he said, referring to
Interstates 70 and 35.
He said demand has exSee Jobs, Page 2

County joins lawsuit to receive taxes for federal land
By Kathy Hageman
Reflector-Chronicle

Dickinson County is joining a class auction lawsuit along with a number of other
counties nationwide that receive Payments-in-Lieu of Taxes (PILT) for federal
land located in the various jurisdictions.
County Counselor Doug Thompson
told commissioners on Thursday that
the county qualifies for participation in
the lawsuit, “Kane County, Utah vs. the
United States.”
Even though federal land is tax exempt,
the federal government will pay a county
or jurisdiction “a little bit of money in
lieu of taxes to help offset expenses,”
explained County Administrator Brad
Homman.
“Kane County sued them because the last
couple of years, the federal government
failed to pay the total payment,” Homman
said.
The court certified the lawsuit as a class
action and ordered that an official notice
be sent to every underpaid PILT recipient.
Homman said he believes the qualifying

land in Dickinson County is Army Corps
of Engineers’ property in the northeast
portion around Milford Lake and possibly
the Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home in Abilene.
“They (federal government) don’t pay
any taxes, yet we still have to provide fire
protection, law enforcement, EMS and all
that,” he said. “They make a PILT payment to help offset that.”
Commissioner LaVerne Myers asked if
the county had any financial obligation to
participate.
“No, and the federal government has
acknowledged to us they did not pay in
full,” Thompson replied. “According to
the pleadings, the county should have no
expense involved.”
Homman agreed. “If they’re not successful, we’re not out anything. If they
are successful and it’s determined the
federal government has shortchanged us
on our payment, we will get the remaining
amount.”

Listening tour
During work session Thursday before the

Dickinson County Commissioners
Listening tour schedule Thursday
7:15 a.m. — Talmage Willowdale Hall & Museum
8:20 a.m. — Solomon Senior Center
9:10 a.m. — Chapman City Offices
10 a.m. — Enterprise Community Building basement
11 a.m. — Regular meeting, county courthouse
regular meeting, the commission visited
the Herington Historical Museum, the
Hope City Office and the Navarre Community Center.
While only a few people attended and no
one posed questions or concerns, commissioners were impressed with the places
they saw and information learned.
Commissioner Lynn Peterson said the
tour gave commissioners an opportunity to
“get the word” out about those locations.
“I think it was good for us to get out. We
first saw the Navarre project community
center when it was first underway,” Peter-

son said. “We saw the before and after. It’s
very impressive.”
The community center project was funded through a Kan Step (Kansas Department of Commerce Kansas Small Towns
Environment) grant. The county was the
fiscal agent for the project.)
In other matters, the commission:
• Heard from Homman that the county
had received a $5,322 bill from Feb. 9 to
the current time for boarding neglected
horses removed from a rural location by

Weather Watch

We want
your news:

Record
Today’s forecast high — 96
Today’s forecast low — 73
Yesterday’s high — 96
Overnight low — 64
Monday’s precip — 0.00
2018 precipitation — 10.55
Sunrise Wed. — 6:13 a.m.
Sunset today — 8:56 p.m.

Wedneday

High: 99
Low: 75
Sunny and hot.

See Tax credit Page 2

Thursday

High: 100
Low: 75
Mostly clear.

Friday

High: 99
Low: 75
Sunny and hot. A 20 percent chance of showers late.

Saturday

High: 101
Low: 77
Sunny and hot.

Do you have something
that should be seen in the
Reflector-Chronicle? Send it to
editor@abilene-rc.com.
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