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Historic Functions: 

Industry/processing/extraction 

Extractive “facility” 

Soapstone Quarry 

Processing 

Soapstone bowl carving 

Religion 

Ceremonial Site 

Petroglyph site 

Ownership- Public 

Category: Site 

Judaculla Rock Cultural Site 



Judaculla Rock Cultural Site 

Soapstone quarry scars 
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Historic Functions: 
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Soapstone Quarry 

Processing 
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Ownership- Public 

Category: Site 
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Current Functions: 

Recreation and Culture 

Work of Art   

Rock Art 

Outdoor recreation 

Cultural site & park 

Work in Progress 

Judaculla Rock Cultural Site 









Petroglyphs buried 

by mining talus 

Cupule 

petroglyphs 

Archeological site 

Cupule 

petroglyphs 

Soapstone quarry area 
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Conservation 

Easement 



C.  embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a 

master; or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant concentration of resources whose individual 

components are united historically by function or plan.  

D.  have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION  

Areas of Significance for the Judaculla Rock Site: 

Archaeology 

Prehistoric 

Historic Aboriginal 

Ethnic Heritage 

Native American 

Religion 

Art 

Criterion   

C, D 

D 

D 

C, D  

Industry D 



Periods of Significance for Judaculla Rock Site: 

Late Archaic to Early Woodland 

Significant dates:  
 

3,700 – 2,500 B.P. 

 

Middle Woodland to Early 19th Century 

Significant dates:  
 

A.D. 500 – 1830 

 



 

 

 
Area of Significance- Archaeology, Industry   

Significance Period 1: Late Archaic to Early Woodland Soapstone Quarry 

Soapstone quarry scars 

in situ 

Criterion D   



Dr. Loubser:  Soapstone fragments with 

carving striations, lozenge-shaped muscovite 

fragments (expedient hand-held axes), 

hornblende cleaver-like expedient tools, and 

an muscovite hand-axe looking implement.   

 Area of Significance- Archaeology, Industry   

Significance Period 1: Late Archaic to Early Woodland Soapstone Quarry  



C.  embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a 

master; or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant concentration of resources whose individual 

components are united historically by function or plan.  
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Significance Period 1 



Significance Period 2: 

Middle Woodland to Early 19th Century – A.D. 500 to 1830  

Area of Significance :  Archeology,  Art, 

Ethnic Heritage- Native American, Religion 



*Cultural Affiliation: Cherokee 
Significance Period 2 



• Ancestors functioned within complex Mississippian Chiefdoms- 

population centers, palisaded towns, earthen mounds and other 

public structures  

• Encounters with Spanish Conquistadors DeSoto and Pardo  

• Allied with British during the American Revolution 

• Refused to join Tecumseh’s confederacy  

• Allied with the U.S. during the War of 1812, Cherokee 

Junaluska saves Andrew Jacksons life at the battle of 

Horseshoe Bend  

• “Civilized Tribe”, first to accept American citizenship 

• Sequoya’s Cherokee syllabary   

• Trail of Tears to Oklahoma 

• Formation of the Eastern Band Qualla Boundary and the 

Cherokee Nation in Tahlequah 

Ethnic Heritage: Cherokee – some prominent historic occurrences  



Map- The Cherokee Country, James Mooney, 1900. 



Judaculla = Tsu la kă lū′  means  
“He has them slanting”  referring to the eyes, most likely 

describing cat-like or snake-like pupils. 



Judaculla’s 

Hand Print 

Judaculla’s 

Ritual Line 

Judaculla left impressions on the rock 



Judaculla Mythscape – Sacred Landscape & Legend 



Judaculla Mythscape – Sacred Landscape & Legend 

Mythscape 

Old Fields Bald & Judaculla 

Ridge (His fields) 

Pilot Mtn (Kanati, Selu 

origin story) 

Tanasee Bald (His home, 

underworld entry) 

Devils Courthouse 

(Judaculla’s 

Judgment Seat) 

Looking Glass Rock 

(Where Judaculla 

saw his reflection) 

Petroglyphs 

Judaculla Mountain 

Kanuga Town (Where he took a wife) 

Cullowhee = 

Judaculla’s Place 

Judaculla  

Rock 

Tsulâ′sinûn′yĭ, or “Where the footprint is” 

Datsu’nalâsgûñ’yí, “Where there are tracks” 



Mythscape extends into 

Northern GA where 

ethnographic references 

attribute the marks at Track 

Rock Gap to Judaculla  

Track Rock Gap Archeological Area 

(added 1976 - - #76002336)   

After Loubser 

2010, 2012 
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Quarry  scars 

Interpretative rendition to be placed on the boardwalk. 





Eastern Band Cherokee 

Elders Visit Tsu la Ka lu  
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