
LOS฀ ANGELES฀ (AP)฀ —฀
DVD฀or฀Blu-ray฀box฀sets฀can฀
be฀ great฀ gifts฀ for฀ film฀ fans,฀
but฀ they’re฀ often฀ a฀ predict-
able,฀ and฀ let’s฀ face฀ it,฀ boring฀
choice฀ —฀ unless฀ they฀ come฀
with฀ a฀ little฀ something฀ extra,฀
like฀ a฀ Tony฀ Stark฀ tattoo฀ or฀ a฀
“Back฀to฀the฀Future”฀flux฀ca-
pacitor.

Here’s฀ a฀ look฀ at฀ some฀ of฀
the฀ best฀ box฀ sets฀ of฀ the฀ sea-
son,฀ and฀ some฀ outside-the-
box฀ gift฀ ideas฀ for฀ the฀ movie฀
lovers฀on฀your฀list.

Superhero central
Get฀ acquainted฀ with฀ the฀

Avengers฀ and฀ Guardians฀ of฀
the฀Galaxy฀with฀Marvel’s฀lat-
est฀ collector’s฀ set,฀ “Marvel฀
Cinematic฀ Universe:฀ Phase฀
Two,”฀ which฀ packs฀ seven฀
films฀ and฀ nearly฀ three฀ hours฀
of฀bonus฀content฀inside฀a฀box฀
shaped฀like฀a฀Morag฀orb฀that฀
holds฀ an฀ infinity฀ stone.฀ The฀
set฀ also฀ includes฀ the฀ afore-
mentioned฀ Tony฀ Stark฀ tattoo฀
and฀ other฀ Marvel฀ memora-
bilia฀ ($199,฀ www.amazon.
com).

Back To The Future, again
Go฀back฀to฀the฀future฀with฀

this฀comprehensive฀collection฀
of฀Doc฀Brown฀and฀Marty฀Mc-
Fly’s฀ time-travel฀ adventures฀
in฀a฀year฀ that฀marks฀ the฀30th฀
anniversary฀ of฀ the฀ original฀
film.฀“Back฀to฀the฀Future:฀The฀
Complete฀ Adventures”฀ in-
cludes฀ all฀ three฀ films,฀ all฀ 26฀
episodes฀ of฀ the฀ animated฀ se-
ries฀ spin-off,฀ two฀ hours฀ of฀
new฀bonus฀material฀and฀a฀Vi-
sual฀History฀booklet.฀The฀set’s฀
special฀ packaging฀ features฀ a฀
light-up฀flux฀capacitor฀to฀help฀
you฀ with฀ your฀ time฀ travel฀
plans.฀($89.89,฀www.amazon.
com฀).

It’s just a flesh wound
Celebrate฀the฀40th฀anniver-

sary฀ of฀ “Monty฀ Python฀ and฀
the฀Holy฀Grail”฀with฀this฀lim-
ited-edition฀ collection฀ whose฀
packaging฀features฀a฀working฀
catapult฀and฀rubber฀farm฀ani-
mals฀to฀launch฀as฀needed.฀The฀
set฀ includes฀ outtakes฀ and฀ ex-
tended฀ scenes,฀ commentary฀
by฀Terry฀Gilliam,฀Terry฀Jones,฀
John฀ Cleese,฀ Eric฀ Idle,฀ and฀
Michael฀ Palin,฀ and฀ a฀ 2015฀
Q&A฀ with฀ the฀ Pythons฀ con-

ducted฀by฀John฀Oliver฀($29.99,฀
www.amazon.com฀).

Dazzle them with brilliance
Take฀ a฀ master฀ class฀ in฀

movie฀comedy฀with฀the฀“W.C.฀
Fields:฀ Comedy฀ Essentials฀
Collection,”฀ issued฀ in฀ honor฀
of฀ Fields’฀ 100th฀ anniversary฀
in฀film.฀The฀five-DVD฀set฀in-
cludes฀ 18฀ films,฀ featuring฀
such฀stars฀as฀Bob฀Hope,฀Mae฀
West,฀Bing฀Crosby฀and฀more฀
($74.99,฀www.amazon.com฀).

Spirited animation
“The฀ Collected฀ Works฀ of฀

Hayao฀ Miyazaki”฀ is฀ another฀
master฀class฀in฀Blu-ray฀form.฀
This฀Amazon฀exclusive฀com-
prises฀ all฀ 11฀ of฀ Miyazaki’s฀
feature฀ films,฀ including฀ the฀
Oscar-winning฀ “Spirited฀
Away,”฀ along฀ with฀ hours฀ of฀
bonus฀ features,฀ a฀ commemo-
rative฀ booklet฀ and฀ the฀ 1972฀
TV฀pilot฀the฀famous฀animator฀
directed฀($215,฀www.amazon.
com฀).

Star Wars
Anything฀ “Star฀ Wars”฀ is฀

sure฀to฀be฀well-received฀as฀the฀
anticipated฀ seventh฀ install-
ment฀hits฀theaters฀next฀month.฀
Go฀big฀with฀the฀coveted฀BB-8฀
remote-control฀ droid฀ ($149,฀
www.sphero.com/BB8฀ )฀ or฀
keep฀ things฀warm,฀ fuzzy฀and฀
affordable฀with฀the฀Chewbac-
ca฀ can฀ cozy฀ ($12.99,฀ www.
thinkgeek.com฀).
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NEW฀YORK฀(AP)฀—฀Stocks฀
overcame฀an฀early฀stumble฀Tues-
day฀and฀finished฀modestly฀higher฀
as฀ investors฀ shook฀ off฀ concerns฀
about฀heightened฀tensions฀in฀the฀
Middle฀ East฀ and฀ a฀ drop฀ in฀ con-
sumer฀confidence.

The฀ price฀ of฀ oil฀ spiked฀ after฀
Turkey฀shot฀down฀a฀Russian฀fight-
er฀plane฀that฀Turkey฀said฀had฀vio-
lated฀ its฀ airspace฀ and฀ ignored฀
warnings.฀Energy฀stocks฀including฀
Exxon฀Mobil฀and฀Chevron฀moved฀
higher฀along฀with฀the฀price฀of฀oil.฀
Travel-related฀ stocks฀ including฀
airlines,฀cruise฀operators฀and฀book-
ing฀sites฀like฀Expedia฀slumped.

The฀Dow฀Jones฀industrial฀av-
erage฀ climbed฀ 19.51฀ points,฀ or฀
0.1฀ percent,฀ to฀ 17,812.19.฀ The฀
Standard฀ &฀ Poor’s฀ 500฀ index฀
added฀2.55฀points,฀or฀0.1฀percent,฀
to฀2,089.14.฀
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SunEdison 4.12 1.12 141,986,028
General฀Electric 30.66 0.07 132,966,726
Pfizer 31.97 0.64 81,387,173
National฀Bank฀of฀Greece 0.20 -0.05 76,436,231
Bank฀of฀America 17.47 0.00 56,956,600
Freeport-McMoRan 8.30 0.30 46,984,830
Synchrony฀Financial 31.34 -0.21 35,519,476
Petroleo฀Brasileiro 5.57 0.33 34,277,106
HP 14.64 0.41 27,711,105
United฀States฀Steel 8.10 0.10 26,670,937

FXCM 5.86 -12.67
Advanced฀Drainage฀Systems 28.27 -10.85
Infoblox 14.06 -10.67
China฀Distance฀Education 14.99 -9.10
Westmoreland฀Resource 4.55 -9.00
A.M.฀Castle 2.44 -8.61
Shopify 26.95 -6.65
Turkcell฀Iletisim฀Hizmetleri 9.86 -6.45
Transalta 4.21 -6.44
Bitauto฀Holdings 26.68 -6.29

38.87฀฀฀฀฀฀฀37.75฀
38.87฀฀฀฀฀฀฀37.75฀
46.12฀฀฀฀฀฀฀44.45฀
42.72฀฀฀฀฀฀฀40.39

Stocks฀recover฀
from฀early฀slump

Last Chg Volume

Leading฀gainers

SunEdison 4.12 37.33 141986028
Vince฀Holding 4.30 18.46 1,539,607
Avon฀Products 3.34 17.19 22,828,991
Amira฀Nature฀Foods 9.90 13.92 942,018
Baytex฀Energy 4.46 12.91 3,182,100
Bonanza฀Creek฀Energy 8.52 12.40 3,511,614
Aerojet฀Rocketdyne฀Holdings 18.23 12.18 640,277
CARBO฀Ceramics 18.50 10.65 556,175
Unit 18.32 10.63 1,016,322
Willbros฀Group 2.85 10.47 392,490
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NEW฀YORK฀(AP)฀—฀What฀
to฀get฀a฀tech-savvy฀kid฀who’s฀
tired฀ of฀ the฀ same฀ old฀ tablets฀
and฀ video฀ games?฀ New฀ toys฀
this฀year฀ range฀ from฀easy-to-
use฀ sets฀ for฀ building฀ circuits฀
to฀a฀talking฀dinosaur฀powered฀
by฀ IBM’s฀ Watson฀ artificial-
intelligence฀system.

Most฀ of฀ these฀ come฀ from฀
startup฀ companies,฀ yet฀ they฀
can฀ be฀ found฀ at฀ major฀ retail-
ers฀or฀ordered฀online.฀All฀are฀
designed฀ to฀ foster฀ learning฀
and฀creativity.

Littlebits
($200฀for฀Gadgets฀&฀Giz-

mos฀set,฀ages฀8฀and฀up)
Although฀ circuit-building฀

sets฀ have฀ long฀ been฀ around,฀
LittleBits฀takes฀inventing฀and฀
building฀ electrical-powered฀
devices฀ to฀ a฀ new฀ level.฀ The฀
brightly฀ colored฀ components฀
connect฀ together฀ easily฀ with฀
magnets,฀then฀attach฀to฀mount-
ing฀boards฀like฀Legos.

It฀ took฀ me฀ about฀ 45฀ min-
utes฀ to฀ build฀ a฀ remote-con-
trolled฀ car.฀ The฀ instructions฀
include฀ color฀ pictures฀ of฀ ev-
erything฀ I฀ needed฀ to฀ see.฀ I฀
found฀ them฀ easy฀ to฀ follow,฀
and฀ older฀ children฀ should,฀
too.฀Although฀I฀didn’t฀get฀ev-
erything฀right฀the฀first฀time,฀I฀
had฀fun฀checking฀my฀circuits฀
and฀ solving฀ problems.฀ Kids฀
will฀as฀well.

Other฀ projects฀ in฀ my฀ set฀
include฀ a฀ wireless฀ doorbell,฀
motorized฀ fan฀ and฀ rotating฀
lamp.

One฀ drawback:฀ There฀
aren’t฀ enough฀ parts฀ to฀ make฀
multiple฀projects.฀The฀kit฀has฀
two฀ mounting฀ boards,฀ and฀ I฀
needed฀ both฀ to฀ build฀ my฀ car฀
and฀ remote฀ control.฀ Because฀
the฀boards฀are฀needed฀for฀most฀
of฀ the฀ projects,฀ you฀ have฀ to฀
take฀ apart฀ what฀ you฀ built฀ to฀
make฀something฀else.

To฀ get฀ around฀ that,฀ you’d฀
need฀ to฀ buy฀ expansion฀ packs฀
with฀extra฀boards฀and฀parts.

Stikbot
($10฀ for฀ a฀ starter฀ kit,฀

technically฀ for฀ ages฀ 13฀ and฀
up฀ because฀ of฀ social-media฀
restrictions)

What฀makes฀this฀toy฀fun฀is฀
its฀ marriage฀ of฀ apps฀ and฀ so-
cial฀ media฀ with฀ old-school฀
stop-motion฀animation,฀which฀
stitches฀ together฀still฀pictures฀
into฀ a฀ video.฀ It฀ harkens฀ back฀
to฀ the฀ “Gumby”฀ cartoons฀ of฀
days฀gone฀by.

The฀starter฀kit฀comes฀with฀
two฀StikBots฀—฀small,฀ flexi-
ble฀ plastic฀ figures฀ with฀ suc-
tion฀ cups฀ for฀ hands฀ and฀ feet฀
—฀ along฀ with฀ a฀ basic฀ tripod฀
for฀your฀smartphone.

You฀ download฀ a฀ free฀ app฀
and฀ use฀ the฀ StikBots฀ and฀
whatever฀else฀you฀have฀around฀
the฀house฀ to฀create฀your฀own฀
stop-motion฀movie.฀The฀mov-
ies฀can฀then฀be฀shared฀through฀
social฀ media฀ such฀ as฀ Face-
book,฀Twitter฀and฀YouTube.

Zing฀Global฀Ltd.,฀the฀com-
pany฀behind฀StikBot,฀posts฀its฀
favorites฀on฀YouTube฀through฀
“The฀StikBot฀Show”฀and฀gives฀
out฀ cash฀ prizes฀ for฀ the฀ most฀
creative.฀You฀can฀see฀some฀of฀
the฀best฀at฀http://www.stikbot.
toys/videos/฀.

The฀ creativity฀ of฀ StikBot฀
fans฀ is฀ truly฀ amazing.฀ My฀
6-year-old฀daughter฀can’t฀stop฀
watching฀ and฀ has฀ been฀ beg-
ging฀to฀make฀her฀own฀movie.

Cognitoys Dino
฀($120,฀ages฀5฀and฀up)
This฀ small,฀ plastic฀ dino-

saur฀ from฀ New฀ York-based฀
startup฀ Elemental฀ Path฀ has฀ a฀
voice฀ reminiscent฀ of฀ Yoda฀
from฀ “Star฀ Wars.”฀ The฀ toy฀
uses฀ Watson’s฀ speech-recog-
nition฀ and฀ cognitive฀ abilities฀
to฀create฀an฀interactive฀experi-
ence.

The฀ Dino฀ will฀ engage฀ in฀
conservations฀with฀your฀child฀
and฀ remember฀ personal฀ de-
tails฀ such฀ as฀his฀or฀her฀name฀
and฀ favorite฀color.฀With฀Wat-
son’s฀ help,฀ the฀ toy฀ will฀ also฀
answer฀complicated฀questions฀
such฀as฀“Why฀is฀the฀sky฀blue?”฀
and฀ “Where฀ do฀ babies฀ come฀
from?”฀ in฀ a฀ kid-appropriate฀
way.฀ It’s฀ not฀ meant฀ for฀ shar-
ing฀ with฀ siblings,฀ though,฀ as฀
Dino฀ will฀ keep฀ track฀ of฀ just฀
one฀child’s฀favorites.

The฀ toy฀ connects฀ directly฀
to฀your฀Wi-Fi฀home฀network,฀

so฀no฀phone฀or฀tablet฀is฀need-
ed.

The฀Dino,฀which฀comes฀in
three฀ colors,฀ is฀ sold฀only฀on-
line฀ and฀ should฀ ship฀ by฀ the
holidays.

The Incredible Intergalactic
Journey Home

($30,฀all฀ages)
Lost฀My฀Name,฀a฀London-

based฀ startup,฀ uses฀ satellite
maps฀and฀other฀data฀to฀create
customized฀books฀that฀go฀well
beyond฀ similar฀ products฀ on
the฀market.

The฀ beautifully฀ illustrated
book฀ tells฀ the฀ story฀ of฀ your
child’s฀ journey฀ home฀ from
outer฀ space.฀ As฀ your฀ child
gets฀closer฀to฀home,฀the฀book’s
pages฀ display฀ nearby฀ land-
marks฀and฀eventually฀a฀satel-
lite฀map฀showing฀your฀child’s
neighborhood฀and฀home.

Although฀ my฀ daughter฀ al-
ready฀has฀books฀personalized
with฀ her฀ name฀ and฀ friends,
she฀ got฀ a฀ kick฀ out฀ of฀ seeing
our฀ home฀ and฀ neighborhood
from฀space.

The฀ books,฀ available฀ in
seven฀languages,฀are฀sold฀only
online.

Tiggly
฀($30฀per฀set,฀ages฀vary)
Tiggly฀aims฀to฀make฀learn-

ing฀ fun฀ by฀ combining฀ toy
shapes฀ and฀ letters฀ with฀ apps
for฀iPads฀or฀Android฀tablets.

For฀ example,฀ little฀ sea฀
creatures฀ in฀ the฀ Submarine
app฀ ask฀ kids฀ to฀ complete
words฀by฀placing฀the฀required
vowel฀letter฀on฀the฀tablet.฀Use
the฀ wrong฀ letter,฀ and฀ a฀ little
crab฀ character฀ gives฀ a฀ disap-
proving฀look,฀while฀the฀tablet
makes฀ a฀ “boing!”฀ sound.
Words฀ completed฀ correctly
are฀sucked฀up฀by฀a฀little฀sub-
marine.

The฀ shapes฀ and฀ letters฀ are
soft฀ and฀ easy฀ for฀ little฀ hands
to฀pick฀up฀and฀manipulate.

The฀ set฀ for฀ the฀ youngest
kids,฀ ages฀ 2฀ to฀ 5,฀ focuses฀ on
shapes,฀while฀another฀teaches
basic฀math฀to฀kids฀ages฀3฀to฀7.
The฀ most฀ advanced฀ teaches
early฀ reading฀ skills฀ to฀ 4฀ to
8-year-olds.

Unique฀box฀sets฀and฀other฀
cool฀gift฀ideas฀for฀film฀fans

Kiddie฀tech฀beyond฀video฀
games,฀tablets฀this฀season
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