
NEW฀ YORK฀ (AP)฀ —฀
Whether฀ you’re฀ shopping฀ for฀
a฀Trekkie,฀a฀tech-savvy฀fisher-
man฀or฀a฀paranoid฀chef,฀gad-
get฀gifts฀abound฀this฀year.

They฀ may฀ be฀ weird฀ or฀
wacky,฀but฀they฀are฀sure฀to฀be฀
memorable฀ as฀ last-minute฀
gifts฀for฀the฀geek฀who฀has฀ev-
erything.

Foodsniffer ($130)
‘Tis฀the฀season฀for฀overeat-

ing,฀ leftovers฀ and฀ food฀ poi-
soning.฀ Got฀ friends฀ who฀ like฀
to฀ shove฀ meat฀ to฀ the฀ back฀ of฀
the฀fridge฀only฀to฀find฀it฀a฀lit-
tle฀past฀its฀“use฀by”฀date?

The฀ Foodsniffer฀ may฀ be฀
the฀ gift฀ you’re฀ looking฀ for.฀
The฀ device฀ will฀ “sniff”฀ your฀
slightly฀ funky฀ chicken,฀ beef,฀
pork฀or฀fish.฀It฀senses฀certain฀
volatile฀ organic฀ compounds฀
that฀ are฀ emitted฀ when฀ food฀
starts฀to฀decompose.฀Through฀
a฀ smartphone฀ app,฀ you฀ see฀
whether฀ the฀ meal฀ is฀ fresh,฀
starting฀to฀spoil฀or฀spoiled.

The฀ device฀ won’t฀ detect฀
the฀presence฀of฀gastroenteritis฀
from฀ bacteria฀ such฀ as฀ salmo-
nella฀or฀e.฀coli,฀so฀make฀sure฀
you฀ cook฀ your฀ food฀ suffi-
ciently,฀ even฀ if฀ it’s฀ deemed฀
fresh.

Online:฀http://myfoodsniff-
er.com

Han Solo fridge ($160)
Nothing฀says฀chill฀like฀Han฀

Solo฀frozen฀in฀carbonite.฀This฀
mini฀ fridge’s฀ front฀ door฀ fea-
tures฀ a฀ 3-D฀ rendering฀ of฀ a฀
frosty฀ Han฀ and฀ holds฀ 18฀
canned฀beverages.

The฀ fridge฀ can฀ switch฀ be-
tween฀cold฀and฀warm฀modes,฀
but฀ sadly฀ a฀ dreamy฀ 1980s฀
Harrison฀ Ford฀ doesn’t฀ col-
lapse฀ at฀ your฀ feet฀ when฀ you฀
switch฀the฀heat฀on.฀The฀fridge฀
door฀ does,฀ however,฀ give฀ off฀
the฀ same฀ eerie฀ red฀ glow฀ that฀
appeared฀when฀Princess฀Leia฀
thawed฀him฀out฀in฀“Return฀of฀
the฀Jedi.”

Want฀something฀more฀con-
temporary?฀ ThinkGeek฀ also฀
sells฀ a฀ tiny฀ $70฀ mini฀ fridge฀
that฀ holds฀ just฀ a฀ six-pack.฀ It฀
looks฀ like฀ the฀ BB-8฀ droid฀
from฀ the฀ new฀ “Star฀ Wars”฀
movie.

Online:฀ http://www.think-
geek.com/product/1caf

“Star Trek” phaser 
universal remote replica 

($150)
“Star฀Wars”฀ is฀all฀ the฀rage฀

now,฀ with฀ hundreds฀ of฀ prod-
ucts฀ tied฀ to฀ the฀ new฀ movie.฀
But฀Trekkies฀need฀ their฀ toys,฀
too.

For฀ the฀ Captain฀ Kirk฀ in฀
your฀ life,฀ this฀ universal฀ re-
mote฀has฀been฀recreated฀with฀
3-D฀scans฀of฀Star฀Trek฀props.

You฀ operate฀ this฀ remote฀
using฀motion฀rather฀than฀but-
tons.฀ It฀ combines฀ the฀ small฀
mini฀ phaser฀ and฀ the฀ larger฀
pistol-shaped฀ phaser฀ models฀
used฀ as฀ weapons฀ on฀ “Star฀
Trek.”฀The฀smaller฀one฀can฀be฀
used฀separately฀or฀inserted฀

into฀ the฀ larger฀ phaser,฀ which฀
has฀a฀pistol-grip฀base.

Beam฀strengths฀can฀be฀cus-
tomized,฀and฀the฀remote฀makes฀
a฀ variety฀ of฀ phaser฀ firing฀
sounds.฀A฀metal฀stand฀with฀a฀
hidden฀ magnet฀ is฀ included,฀
making฀ the฀ phaser฀ easy฀ to฀
grab฀if฀your฀home฀is฀overrun฀
by฀Tribbles,฀or฀you฀just฀need฀
to฀change฀the฀channel.

Online:฀http://www.think-
geek.com/product/1db4

Ibobber ($100)
Hooking฀ Moby฀ Dick฀ is฀

easier฀when฀you’ve฀got฀por-
table฀sonar฀on฀your฀side.

The฀ iBobber฀ fish฀ finder฀ at-
taches฀to฀your฀fishing฀line฀and฀
floats฀on฀the฀surface฀of฀the฀wa-
ter.฀Once฀you฀cast฀it,฀the฀iBob-
ber฀ can฀ show฀ you฀ where฀ fish฀
are฀ and฀ how฀ big฀ they฀ are.฀ It฀
also฀maps฀the฀floor฀of฀the฀wa-
terbed,฀ letting฀ you฀ know฀ how฀
deep฀the฀water฀is฀and฀pointing฀
out฀ obstacles,฀ as฀ far฀ down฀ as฀
135฀ feet,฀ whether฀ you฀ fishing฀
from฀shore,฀boat฀or฀dock.

The฀ device฀ syncs฀ with฀
your฀ phone฀ via฀ Bluetooth฀
and฀ displays฀ the฀ images฀ on฀
your฀ screen.฀ It’s฀ not฀ video,฀
but฀ more฀ like฀ a฀ cartoon฀
graphical฀ representation฀ of฀
what’s฀below฀you.

The฀ app฀ keeps฀ a฀ log฀ of฀
your฀ excursions.฀ Favorite฀
fishing฀ spots฀ can฀ be฀ tagged฀
with฀ GPS฀ in฀ case฀ you฀ need฀
to฀ come฀ back฀ later฀ to฀ catch฀
the฀big฀one฀that฀got฀away.

Online:฀ http://reelsonar.
com

Mistletoe drone ($70)
What’s฀ a฀ gift฀ guide฀ for฀

geeks฀ without฀ some฀ kind฀ of฀
drone?฀Even฀better,฀this฀drone฀
can฀act฀as฀a฀remote-controlled฀
wingman฀ for฀ those฀ looking฀
for฀a฀holiday฀smooch.

The฀mistletoe฀drone฀hov-
ers฀ with฀ a฀ pair฀ of฀ counter-
rotating฀ rotors.฀ An฀ infrared฀
remote฀provides฀throttle฀and฀
directional฀control.

For฀ a฀ big฀ party,฀ up฀ to฀ 20฀
of฀these฀drones฀can฀be฀flown฀
independently฀without฀radio฀
interference฀problems.

The฀drone’s฀rechargeable฀bat-
tery฀provides฀up฀to฀five฀minutes฀
of฀flight฀and฀takes฀30฀minutes฀to฀
charge฀through฀its฀remote.

When฀ controlling฀ it,฀ just฀
make฀sure฀the฀drone฀ends฀up฀
over฀the฀right฀person.฀A฀mis-
take฀can฀be฀disastrous.

Online:฀ http://www.ham-
macher.com/Product/87706
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NEW฀YORK฀(AP)฀—฀Stocks฀
rose฀for฀a฀second฀day฀on฀Tues-
day,฀helped฀by฀a฀stabilization฀in฀
crude฀oil฀prices.฀Chipotle฀Mex-
ican฀Grill฀fell฀on฀more฀worries฀
about฀the฀safety฀of฀its฀food.

The฀ Dow฀ Jones฀ industrial฀
average฀ rose฀ 165.65฀ points,฀ or฀
1฀ percent,฀ to฀ 17,417.27.฀ The฀
Standard฀ &฀ Poor’s฀ 500฀ index฀
rose฀ 17.82฀ points,฀ or฀ 0.9฀ per-
cent,฀ to฀ 2,038.97฀ and฀ the฀ Nas-
daq฀ composite฀ rose฀ 32.19฀
points,฀ or฀ 0.7฀ percent,฀ to฀
5,001.11.

It฀ was฀ another฀ light฀ day฀ of฀
trading.฀ Many฀ investors฀ have฀
closed฀ their฀ portfolios฀ for฀ the฀
year฀or฀are฀on฀vacation฀ for฀ the฀
Christmas฀and฀New฀Year’s฀holi-
days.฀ However,฀ a฀ modest฀ re-
covery฀in฀oil฀prices฀did฀help฀lift฀
energy฀and฀materials฀stocks.
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Sunedison฀฀ 5.31฀ -1.43฀ 155,219,685
Bank฀Of฀America฀฀ 17.08฀ 0.11฀ 55,397,071
Ford฀Motor฀ 14.20฀ 0.47฀ 49,672,564
General฀Electric฀฀ 30.49฀ 0.09฀ 41,655,711
Freeport-Mcmoran฀฀ 6.42฀ 0.18฀ 40,728,210
Energy฀Transfer฀Equity฀ 11.86฀ 0.09฀ 37,643,193
Kinder฀Morgan฀฀ 15.32฀ 0.18฀ 34,177,620
Williams฀฀ 22.57฀ 0.57฀ 24,563,336
Pfizer฀฀ 32.52฀ 0.06฀ 21,262,588
Southwestern฀Energy฀฀ 5.88฀ 0.01฀ 20,125,444

Steelcase฀Cl฀A฀฀ 14.55฀ -22.93฀
Sunedison฀฀ 5.31฀ -21.22฀
Banco฀Bradesco฀Ord฀Adr฀฀ 5.10฀ -20.54฀
Knoll฀Inc.฀฀ 18.58฀ -9.19฀
Weight฀Watchers฀International฀฀18.99฀ -9.14฀
Acorn฀International฀Adr฀฀ 5.80฀ -8.95฀
Gener8฀Maritime฀฀ 8.70฀ -7.25฀
Vivint฀Solar฀฀ 9.74฀ -6.35฀
Lannett฀ 40.71฀ -6.15฀
Tribune฀Publishing฀฀ 9.42฀ -5.80฀

32.14฀฀฀฀฀฀฀30.74฀
32.14฀฀฀฀฀฀฀30.74฀
36.21฀฀฀฀฀฀฀36.16฀
36.20฀฀฀฀฀฀฀34.74

U.S.฀stocks฀rise฀as฀
crude฀stabilizes฀

Last Chg Volume

Leading฀gainers

American฀Midstream฀Part.฀฀ 6.97฀ 39.12฀ 2,223,871
Southcross฀Energy฀Partners฀฀ 3.00฀ 25.52฀ 687,308
Dominion฀Diamond฀฀ 10.06฀ 22.38฀ 1,685,939
Crestwood฀Equity฀Partners฀฀ 19.16฀ 17.40฀ 1,859,873
Intrepid฀Potash฀฀ 3.09฀ 16.60฀ 1,450,248
Plains฀Gp฀Holdings฀Cl฀A฀฀ 8.82฀ 16.36฀ 11,570,743
Timkensteel฀฀ 8.61฀ 16.19฀ 1,057,534
Tronox฀Cl฀A฀฀ 4.07฀ 14.65฀ 1,295,524
Peabody฀Energy฀฀ 8.49฀ 14.57฀ 1,594,464
C&J฀Energy฀Services฀฀ 4.58฀ 13.65฀ 1,469,858
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U.S.฀existing฀home฀sales฀tank฀in฀November
WASHINGTON฀ (AP)฀ —฀

Home฀sales฀plunged฀sharply฀
in฀ November,฀ as฀ buyers฀
faced฀ rising฀ prices฀ and฀ new฀
regulations฀ that฀ might฀ have฀
delayed฀some฀closings.

The฀National฀Association฀
of฀ Realtors฀ said฀ Tuesday฀
that฀ sales฀of฀existing฀homes฀
collapsed฀ 10.5฀ percent฀ to฀ a฀
seasonally฀ adjusted฀ annual฀
rate฀ of฀ 4.76฀ million.฀ It฀ was฀
the฀ weakest฀ pace฀ in฀ 19฀
months.

The฀setback฀follows฀solid฀
gains฀in฀real฀estate฀for฀much฀
of฀ 2015.฀ Sales฀ of฀ existing฀
homes฀ are฀ on฀ track฀ to฀ rise฀
roughly฀ 5฀ percent฀ for฀ the฀
entire฀ year.฀ But฀ the฀ intro-
duction฀ of฀ a฀ new฀ disclosure฀
form฀ in฀ October฀ likely฀ pre-
vented฀ many฀ homebuyers฀
from฀closing฀on฀sales฀in฀No-
vember.฀ Home฀ values฀ are฀
also฀rising฀at฀more฀than฀dou-
ble฀the฀pace฀of฀wages.

The฀ median฀ home฀ sales฀
price฀ was฀ $220,300฀ in฀ No-
vember,฀a฀6.3฀percent฀annual฀
increase฀ from฀ a฀ year฀ ago.฀
Sales฀ fell฀ in฀ all฀ major฀ geo-

graphic฀ regions,฀ including฀
the฀ Northeast,฀ Midwest,฀
South฀and฀West.

The฀new฀rules฀introduced฀
by฀ the฀ Consumer฀ Financial฀
Protection฀Bureau฀to฀inform฀
homebuyers฀ about฀ interest฀
rates฀and฀fees฀may฀have฀de-
layed฀ the฀ completion฀ of฀
sales฀ last฀ month.฀ It฀ took฀ 41฀
days฀ to฀ close฀ a฀ sale฀ in฀ No-
vember,฀ compared฀ to฀ 36฀
days฀ a฀ year฀ ago.฀ The฀ ex-
tended฀timeframe฀means฀that฀
some฀ sales฀ may฀ have฀ been฀
pushed฀back฀into฀December.

“The฀ effect฀ should฀ be฀ a฀
one-time฀hit฀ to฀ the฀data฀and฀
we฀ expect฀ the฀ uptrend฀ in฀
sales฀ to฀ get฀ back฀ on฀ track฀
next฀ month,”฀ said฀ Jim฀
O’Sullivan,฀chief฀U.S.฀econ-
omist฀ at฀ High฀ Frequency฀
Economics.

Still,฀ an฀ improving฀ job฀
market฀ and฀ relatively฀ low฀
mortgage฀rates฀have฀encour-
aged฀ home-buying฀ for฀ this฀
year.฀ Unemployment฀ at฀ a฀
healthy฀ 5฀ percent฀ has฀ en-
dowed฀ more฀ people฀ with฀ a฀
sense฀of฀financial฀certainty.

But฀ tight฀ inventories฀ and฀
rising฀ prices฀ have฀ curbed฀
further฀ gains.฀ Sales฀ have฀

cooled฀after฀accelerating฀to฀a฀
rate฀ of฀ 5.58฀ million฀ in฀ July.฀
Relatively฀few฀properties฀are฀

on฀ the฀ market฀ as฀ the฀ eco-
nomic฀expansion฀has฀crossed฀
the฀six-year฀mark,฀with฀many฀

homeowners฀still฀ recovering
equity฀ lost฀ during฀ the฀ Great
Recession฀ and฀ the฀ bursting
of฀the฀housing฀bubble.

The฀number฀of฀listings฀on
the฀ market฀ has฀ dropped฀ 1.9
percent฀ from฀ a฀ year฀ ago,฀ a
shortage฀ that฀ has฀ restricted
options฀ for฀ buyers฀ and฀ fu-
eled฀ escalating฀ prices.฀As฀ a
result,฀more฀people฀have฀no
choice฀but฀to฀rent.฀The฀share
of฀ homeowners฀ has฀ slipped
to฀ 63.7฀ percent฀ from฀ a฀ high
of฀69.2฀percent฀in฀2004.

Low฀mortgage฀ rates฀have
minimized฀ some฀ of฀ the฀ fi-
nancial฀ pressure.฀ Still,฀ rates
are฀ higher฀ than฀ a฀ year฀ ago.
The฀Federal฀Reserve฀hiked฀a
key฀ short-term฀ rate฀ last
week,฀the฀first฀increase฀of฀its
kind฀ in฀ nearly฀ a฀ decade฀ as
the฀ economy฀ appears฀ solid
enough฀ to฀ manage฀ higher
borrowing฀costs.

The฀ average,฀ 30-year
fixed฀mortgage฀rate฀has฀risen
to฀3.97฀percent฀from฀3.8฀per-
cent฀a฀year฀ago,฀according฀to
mortgage฀ buyer฀ Freddie
Mac.
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The฀ median฀ U.S.฀ home฀ sales฀ price฀
was฀$220,300฀in฀November,฀a฀6.3฀per-
cent฀annual฀increase฀from฀a฀year฀ago.฀

Sales฀fell฀ in฀all฀major฀geographic฀re-
gions,฀ including฀ the฀ Northeast,฀ Mid-
west,฀South฀and฀West.

Gift฀Guide:฀The฀season’s฀
weird฀and฀wacky฀tech฀gifts

This฀photo฀
provided฀by฀
ThinkGeek฀
shows฀the฀
Han฀Solo฀
Fridge.฀This฀
mini฀
fridge’s฀
front฀door฀
features฀a฀
3-D฀render-
ing฀of฀a฀
frosty฀Han฀
and฀holds฀
18฀canned฀
beverages.

‘Fireball’฀lawsuit฀between฀cinnamon฀
whiskey฀companies฀cools฀down

LOUISVILLE,฀Ky.฀(AP)฀—฀
Heated฀ competition฀ between฀
producers฀ of฀ cinnamon฀ whis-
keys฀has฀cooled฀off฀in฀the฀court-
room,฀with฀Sazerac฀dropping฀its฀
lawsuit฀against฀Jack฀Daniel’s.

Sazerac฀ —฀ whose฀ brands฀
include฀ the฀ long-established฀
Fireball฀ Cinnamon฀Whisky฀ —฀
had฀ accused฀ its฀ rival฀ of฀ trade-
mark฀infringement฀by฀using฀the฀
term฀“Fireball”฀in฀online฀adver-
tising฀ for฀ cinnamon-flavored฀
Jack฀Daniel’s฀Tennessee฀Fire.

The฀legal฀fight฀ended฀quietly฀
Monday฀ when฀ Sazerac฀ filed฀ a฀
motion฀in฀federal฀court฀in฀Ken-
tucky฀ to฀ voluntarily฀ drop฀ its฀
claims.฀ Sazerac’s฀ decision฀
came฀just฀before฀Jack฀Daniel’s฀
—฀the฀flagship฀brand฀of฀Brown-
Forman฀Corp.฀—฀was฀required฀
to฀respond฀to฀the฀lawsuit.

Sazerac’s฀motion฀did฀not฀say฀
why฀ it฀ was฀ dropping฀ the฀ case.฀
Company฀ spokeswoman฀ Amy฀
Preske฀said฀both฀parties฀reached฀
an฀agreement,฀but฀she฀declined฀
further฀comment.฀Sazerac’s฀mo-
tion฀ said฀ a฀ court฀ order฀ wasn’t฀
needed฀ to฀ end฀ the฀ case฀ since฀

Jack฀ Daniel’s฀ had฀ not฀ filed฀ an฀
initial฀response฀or฀a฀motion฀for฀
summary฀judgment.

Brown-Forman฀spokesman฀
Phil฀ Lynch฀ said฀ Tuesday฀ the฀
company฀was฀pleased฀to฀have฀
settled฀the฀dispute฀but฀had฀no฀
further฀comment.

Brown-Forman฀has฀increased฀
sales฀ for฀ its฀ popular฀ Jack฀Dan-

iel’s฀ Tennessee฀ Whiskey฀ brand
by฀developing฀flavored฀line฀ex-
tensions.฀ In฀ the฀ past฀ year,฀ the
Louisville-based฀ spirits฀ compa-
ny฀expanded฀its฀Tennessee฀Fire
version฀across฀the฀country.

Last฀month,฀Sazerac฀accused
Jack฀Daniel’s฀of฀infringing฀on฀its
trademark฀ with฀ the฀ marketing
campaign฀for฀Tennessee฀Fire.
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