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SPEED FREAKS
3 questions we
had to ask — ourselves
A Johnson-Harvick
duel for the champi-
onship: Inevitable?

GODSPEAK: Looks like
they’ll go into the Chase
1-2, but watch out for
that knockout format.

KEN’S CALL: As of now,

yes. In case you haven't
noticed, momentum is
only as strong as your
next set of Goodyears.

You up to speed on
the All-Star race
format?

GODSPEAK: No. They
switch the format more

than Lady Gaga changes

costumes.
KEN’S CALL: Let the

Boys in the Booth sort it

out as the rest of us just
wait for the final 10-lap
sprint.

Any surprise pick to
win Friday’s Sprint
Showdown?

GODSPEAK: Kasey
Kahne.

KEN’S CALL: No big
surprise: Kyle Larson.

ONLINE EXTRAS

news-journalonline.
com/nascar

facebook.com/
nascardaytona

Q @nascardaytona

Questions? Contact Godwin

Kelly at godwin.kelly@news-
jrnl.com or Ken Willis at ken.
willis@news-jrnl.com

CUP POINTS

1. Kevin Harvick.........cccooecuene 437
2. Martin Truex Jr. ... .

3. Jimmie Johnson.
4. Joey Logano.......
5. Dale Earnhardt Jr.
6. Brad Keselowski.
7. Matt Kenseth...... ... 331
8. Jamie McMurra
9. Jeff Gordon.....
10. Kasey Kahne
11. Aric Almirola .
12. Paul Menard...... ...306
13. Ryan Newman..
14. Kurt Busch........
15. Denny Hamlin ...
16. Clint Bowyer .....
17. Danica Patrick ..
18. Carl Edwards......... ...265
19. AJ Allmendinger ....
20. Casey Mears ....
21. Greg Biffle.........
22. Kyle Larson.......
23. David Ragan..........
24. Ricky Stenhouse Jr....
25. Austin Dillon......
26. David Gilliland...
27.Sam Hornish Jr.
28. Justin Allgaier
29. Trevor Bayne.
30. Tony Stewart.
31. Cole Whitt.........
32. Brett Moffitt ......
33. Michael Annett .
34. Alex Bowman ...
35. Josh Wise............... ..116

36. Matt DiBenedetto .. ...109
37. Michael McDowell.............. 87

38. Jeb Burton.........cccceeiieeienne 53

":.j
i

JIMMIE
JOHNSON
He’s familiar
with these sur-
roundings

S

KEVIN
HARVICK
Might not be
No. 2 for long

"THIS WEEK

THINGS WE LEARNED
AT KANSAS
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Jimmie Johnson, right, is No. 1 in the Chase standings after Kansas with three wins. But he
can expect to battle Kevin Harvick all the way through the Chase playoffs.

Getty Images/JAMIE SQUIRE

2. Stewart’s demise

Tony Stewart is having the
worst season of his career.
The three-time Sprint Cup Se-
ries champion has one top-10
finish in 11 starts this season.
He has led only 14 laps and
has three DNFs. Ouch. You
got to figure his pressure
valve is going to pop if this
doesn’t turn around fast.

1. Johnson/Harvick

Jimmie Johnson has scored
the most wins (three) this year,
and Kevin Harvick has led the
most laps (1,006) and has
finished in the top-two eight
times in his past 11 starts. Look
for this to continue into the
Chase. Since J.J. won Kansas,
it's time for Harvick to answer
the bell at Charlotte.

3. Mighty Martin

It's safe to say after 10 top-10
finishes in 11 Cup races Mar-
tin Truex Jr. is the real deal
and this is no statistical fluke.
The only void on his perfor-
mance chart is a win. He des-
perately wants that next win,
which would be the third of
his career and give Furniture
Row Racing validation.

THINGS TO WATCH
FOR AT CHARLOTTE

1. All-Star dud?

Will this Sprint All-Star Race be a dud or offer
some excitement? When you have to show clips
of the ‘87 and ‘92 All-Star races to promote the
event, maybe it's time to do away with it.

2. Boldly go

The end of the race usually is boring, but in the
first or second segments, look for somebody to
be a hero and try to make an ill-advised pass that
results in negative consequences.

3. No points

The All-Star Race carries no championship points,
so drivers are racing for pride and to pocket the
first-place prize money of $1 million. The Chase
has taken away the All-Star luster.

NASCAR via Getty Images/JARED C. TILTON
Did you remember Jamie McMurray
won the 2014 Sprint All-Star Race?
That’s what we thought.

GODWIN’S CHARLOTTE PICKS

WINNER: Kasey Kahne

REST OF THE TOP FIVE: Kevin
Harvick, Jimmie Johnson, Brad
Keselowski, Joey Logano

DARK HORSE: Aric Almirola

Godwin Kelly is the Daytona
Beach News-Journal's
motorsports editor and has
covered NASCAR for more

than 30 years. Reach him at
Nodwm kelly@news-jrnl.com

FIRST ONE OUT: AJ Allmendinger
DON’T BE SURPRISED IF: Kahne fi-
nally puts it all together in the No.
5 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet
on one of his best tracks.
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WEEKLY DRIVER RANKINGS — BASED ON BEHAVIOR AND PERFORMANCE

JOEY JUNIOR JEFF KURT MARTIN BRAD
LOGANO EARNHARDT GORDON BUSCH TRUEX JR.
Mr. Hot & Cold On a nice One final From “all done” More top-10s
the past month mini-roll past All-Star race to All-Star than Vince
two weeks Dooley

KESELOWSKI
Has slipped out
of gear a bit

QUESTIONS & ATTITUDE
Compelling questions ...
and maybe a few actual answers

Associated Press/CHUCK BURTON
Jimmie and Kevin, one-on-one,
for a million bucks. Would you
watch? Of course you would.

All-Star race ... ho-hum?

Sad to say, but yes, in a way. Way
back when, race fans loved this thing
because it was a shortened version
of a race and they only had to pay
attention for a little while before
moving along with the party, wheth-
er at home or alongside Charlotte
Motor Speedway in the Winnebago.

And now?

Attention spans are so short, the
all-star event actually has become

a little drawn out, with all of its
segments and rather predictable
finishes. It’s time to think outside the
pit box and come up with an idea
that once again excites the weekly
race fan and maybe gets the atten-

tion of the casual fan.

Suchas...?

Such as this: Everyone loves a
bracket. So how about brackets, with
head-to-head races with just two
cars on the track, two or three laps
each? Seed the brackets depending
on points standings. Take it right
down to the final four and finally the
championship matchup. Best of all,
no rolling starts. Every mini-race

starts from a stand-still.

Ken Willis has been covering
NASCAR for The Daytona

Beach News-Journal for more

than 30 years. Reach him at
ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

DENNY
HAMLIN

DALE
EARNHARDT JR.

DENNY HAMLIN VS. DALE EARNHARDT JR.:
“(Earnhardt) came up and ran me into
the No. 9 (Sam Hornish Jr.) and we

cut a tire,” Hamlin said.

GODWIN KELLY’S TAKE: “Complaining
about a Junior move is one thing. Tak-
ing action against Earnhardt is another

story.”

WHAT’S ON TAP
SPRINT CUP: Sprint All-Star Race/

Sprint Showdown

SITE: Charlotte Motor Speedway
SCHEDULE: All-Star Race - Friday,
practice (Fox Sports 1, 4:30 p.m.). Sat-
urday, qualifying (Fox Sports 1, 7 p.m.),
race (Fox Sports 1, 9 p.m.). Showdown
- Friday, practice (Fox Sports 1, noon),
qualifying (Fox Sports 1, 4 p.m.), race

(Fox Sports 1, 7 p.m.)

CAMPING WORLD TRUCKS: North Caro-

lina Education Lottery 200

SITE: Charlotte Motor Speedway
SCHEDULE: Friday, qualifying (Fox
Sports 1, 5:30 p.m.), race (Fox Sports

1, 830 p.m.)

MATT
KENSETH
Back to his
numbing
consistency

JAMIE

McMURRAY
Shares home-
town (Joplin,
Missouri) with

Hale Irwin
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Sun Roof
Heated Seats
Remote Start
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2015 JEEP COMPAS 2015 JEEP CHEROKEE 0 HRYS|
HIGH ALTITUDE LATITUDE 4X4 o COUN

) |
$199/mo. EE&YY] ,980 $239/mo.

RAM & DART 24 MOS. 20,000 MILE LEASE ALL OTHERS 39 MONTH/ 30,000 MILE LEASE. PA TAX AND PLATES EXCLUDED. TOTAL DUE $2,997, INCLUDES FIRST MONTH'S PAYMENT AND SECURITY DEPOSIT, INCLUDES ALL FACTORY INCENTIVES, LEASE & OWNER LOYALTY. SALE ENDS 5/22/15.

o HUMES SALE PRICE $24,488
LEASEFOR ONLY LEASE BONUS CASH -4,
g HUMES TRADE VALUE -3,
il $16,988
1 4

TO BUY YOUR VEHICLE
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+ Heated Leather Seats + Rear Camera * Dual Exhaust * Satelfte Rado CARABI
+ Remote Start + Heated Steering Wheel + Sport Package * Premium Interior

LEGENDARY JEEP __,—'—-f:?v.\»

_ *FogLams THE HOTTESTNEW B

* Rear Video + 20" Alloy Wheels

HUMES SALE PRICE $29,488
LEASE BONUS CASH  -4,500
HUMES TRADE VALUE -3,000

$21,988 RN

HUMES SALE PRICE  $26,980 HUMES SALE PRICE  $33,848
LEASE BONUS CASH  -5,250

HUMES TRADE VALUE -3,000

$25,598

LEASEFOR ONLY
LEASEFOR ONLY
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LER AND DISCOVER BUY
WEUSTOMEEORL EHARGGRAR

5YR./100,000 WARRANTY

Jeep

ﬂ RAM 1500 2015 JEEP m
cAio™ AD CAB 4X4 RENEGADE 4Xx4a

ust Amvived

LeASERRROMY HUMES g\LE PRICE 523,998
$228/mo. 520,998

OVER 70%
COMPLIMENTARY
RETURNTO SERVICE

HERE AGAIN LOANER

LIFETIME
PA STATE
INSPECTIONS
INCLUDED

LEASEFOR ONLY

$18 7mo.
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HUMES SALE PRICE  $21,889
LEASE BONUS CASH  -2,000
HUMES TRADE VALUE -3,000

16,689




