
DENVER฀(AP)฀—฀Cameras฀
are฀everywhere฀ in฀a฀pot฀ shop,฀
from฀ the฀ parking฀ lot฀ to฀ the฀
front฀ door฀ to฀ the฀ warehouses฀
where฀the฀plant฀is฀packaged.

But฀ the฀ elaborate฀ security฀
requirements฀in฀states฀that฀al-
low฀ medical฀ or฀ recreational฀
pot฀ stores฀ have฀ one฀ thing฀ in฀
common:฀ They฀ were฀ written฀
to฀ keep฀ weed฀ off฀ the฀ black฀
market,฀not฀to฀protect฀the฀peo-
ple฀handling฀the฀drug.

A฀fatal฀attack฀on฀a฀security฀
guard฀ at฀ a฀ suburban฀ Denver฀
dispensary฀ last฀ week฀ has฀ the฀
industry฀ wondering฀ whether฀
state฀security฀requirements฀are฀
enough.฀ Some฀ industry฀ ana-
lysts฀ have฀ compared฀ a฀ mari-
juana฀ shop฀ to฀ a฀ jewelry฀ store฀
full฀of฀untraceable฀diamonds,฀
often฀uninsured฀and฀protected฀
by฀ people฀ making฀ not฀ much฀
more฀than฀minimum฀wage.

It’s฀a฀recipe฀for฀danger.
Former฀Marine฀Travis฀Ma-

son,฀ 24,฀ was฀ shot฀ and฀ killed฀
last฀weekend฀ in฀Aurora฀at฀ the฀
Green฀Heart฀dispensary฀he฀was฀
hired฀ to฀guard.฀Police฀haven’t฀
made฀any฀arrests฀in฀the฀killing,฀
which฀they฀say฀was฀perpetrat-
ed฀by฀two฀armed฀men.

The฀ slaying฀ was฀ the฀ first฀
known฀ on-the-job฀ death฀ at฀ a฀
licensed฀ marijuana฀ business฀
in฀ Colorado.฀ It฀ highlighted฀
how฀little฀is฀known฀about฀how฀
safe฀pot฀shops฀are.

It’s฀ unclear฀ whether฀ dis-
pensaries฀ or฀ pot-growing฀ op-
erations฀are฀more฀likely฀to฀be฀
robbed฀than฀any฀other฀place฀of฀
business.฀Crime฀records฀aren’t฀
compiled฀by฀type฀of฀business,฀
and฀ the฀marijuana฀ industry฀ is฀
hesitant฀to฀publicize฀crimes.

No฀ state฀ with฀ legal฀ weed฀
businesses฀ keeps฀ a฀ count฀ of฀
how฀ often฀ they฀ or฀ their฀ em-
ployees฀are฀robbed.

“You’re฀just฀as฀likely฀to฀get฀
an฀armed฀robbery฀at฀a฀bank฀or฀a฀
convenience฀store฀or฀anywhere฀
else฀where฀ there฀ is฀cash,”฀said฀
Michael฀ Jerome,฀ spokesman฀
for฀Blue฀Line฀Protection฀Group,฀
a฀security฀firm฀that฀serves฀mar-
ijuana฀ businesses฀ in฀ several฀
states,฀including฀Colorado.

“But฀in฀this฀industry,฀there฀is฀
a฀natural฀tendency฀to฀resist฀uni-
formed฀security฀that฀looks฀like฀a฀
police฀officer.฀And฀when฀they’re฀
robbed,฀they฀keep฀quiet฀about฀it฀
to฀avoid฀becoming฀targets.”

The฀ security฀ requirements฀
in฀ states฀ with฀ regulated฀ pot฀
shops฀look฀fairly฀similar.฀Busi-
nesses฀have฀to฀film฀entries฀and฀
exits,฀ with฀ cameras฀ good฀
enough฀to฀identify฀people.

“They’re฀really฀just฀to฀watch฀
plants฀and฀keep฀people฀from฀sell-
ing฀ to฀12-year-olds.฀They฀don’t฀
provide฀ real฀ security,”฀ Noah฀
Stakes,฀CEO฀of฀CannaGuard,฀a฀
Portland,฀Oregon,฀company฀that฀
has฀installed฀security฀systems฀in฀
more฀ than฀ 250฀ marijuana฀ busi-
nesses฀in฀several฀states.

Colorado’s฀ Department฀ of฀
Public฀Safety฀tried฀earlier฀this฀
year฀ to฀count฀crimes฀at฀mari-
juana฀businesses.฀They฀found฀
it฀ impossible.฀ But฀ they฀ did฀
note฀that฀in฀the฀Denver,฀which฀
has฀ tried฀ to฀ count฀ crimes฀ re-
lated฀to฀marijuana฀businesses,฀
found฀ no฀ uptick฀ in฀ robberies฀
near฀pot฀shops.

“There฀has฀been฀concern฀that฀
...฀ robbery฀would฀be฀prevalent,฀
but฀this฀has฀not฀proven฀to฀be฀the฀
case”฀in฀Denver,฀authors฀noted.

Still,฀the฀Aurora฀shooting฀has฀
people฀who฀work฀with฀cannabis฀
anxious.฀The฀industry฀has฀diffi-

culty฀accessing฀banking฀servic-
es,฀ forcing฀many฀businesses฀ to
require฀cash฀payments.

“We’ve฀ been฀ saying฀ for฀ a
long฀ time฀ that฀ if฀ we฀ don’t฀ fix
the฀banking฀issue,฀somebody’s
going฀ to฀ get฀ killed.฀ Unfortu-
nately฀that฀appears฀to฀have฀hap-
pened,”฀said฀Taylor฀West,฀depu-
ty฀director฀of฀the฀National฀Can-
nabis฀Industry฀Association.

A฀bill฀pending฀ in฀ the฀U.S.
Senate฀ aims฀ to฀ help฀ alleviate
marijuana-industry฀ concerns
about฀ongoing฀problems฀find-
ing฀banking฀services.฀The฀bill,
which฀ awaits฀ action฀ in฀ the
House,฀bars฀the฀use฀of฀federal
money฀to฀penalize฀a฀financial
institution฀ doing฀ business
with฀a฀marijuana฀business฀that
complies฀with฀state฀laws.

Back฀in฀Aurora,฀marijuana
workers฀ are฀ sometimes฀ anx-
ious฀about฀going฀to฀work.
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NEW฀ YORK฀ (AP)฀ —฀ U.S.฀
stocks฀gave฀up฀some฀early฀gains฀to฀
finish฀ lower฀Wednesday฀as฀energy฀
companies฀sank฀with฀the฀price฀of฀oil฀
and฀weak฀quarterly฀reports฀weighed฀
down฀technology฀companies.

After฀ two฀ days฀ of฀ closing฀
higher,฀stocks฀rose฀in฀the฀morn-
ing฀but฀couldn’t฀hang฀on฀ to฀ the฀
gains.฀ Energy฀ companies฀ fell฀
after฀ U.S.฀ energy฀ stockpiles฀
shrank฀by฀a฀smaller฀amount฀than฀
analysts฀ expected,฀ and฀ an-
nouncements฀ from฀ Adobe฀ Sys-
tems฀ and฀ HP฀ hurt฀ tech฀ stocks.฀
Drug฀companies฀traded฀higher.

The฀Dow฀Jones฀industrial฀aver-
age฀dipped฀48.90฀points,฀or฀0.3฀per-
cent,฀to฀17,780.83.฀The฀Standard฀&฀
Poor’s฀500฀index฀fell฀3.45฀points,฀or฀
0.2฀percent,฀ to฀2,085.45.฀The฀Nas-
daq฀ composite฀ edged฀ down฀ 10.44฀
points,฀or฀0.2฀percent,฀to฀4,833.32.
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Bank฀Of฀America฀ ฀ 13.61฀ -0.01฀ 76,551,934
Freeport-Mcmoran฀ ฀ 11.50฀ -0.11฀ 36,334,390
Sprint฀ ฀ ฀ 4.38฀ 0.22฀ 35,161,207
General฀Electric฀ ฀ 30.78฀ -0.16฀ 34,986,538
Qep฀Resources฀ ฀ 18.19฀ -1.13฀ 33,122,921
Vale฀Adr฀ ฀ ฀ 4.69฀ 0.06฀ 26,308,976
Pfizer฀ ฀ ฀ 34.47฀ -0.28฀ 24,574,904
Chesapeake฀Energy฀ ฀ 4.51฀ -0.11฀ 23,669,253
Petroleo฀Brasileiro฀Adr฀ ฀ 6.92฀ -0.09฀ 23,286,865
Valeant฀Pharmaceuticals฀Int.฀ 21.64฀ 0.00฀ 21,930,412

Emergent฀Biosolutions฀ ฀ 31.33฀ -20.32฀
Timkensteel฀฀ ฀ 9.48฀ -9.63฀
Actuant฀Cl฀A฀ ฀ 24.67฀ -8.80฀
Neff฀Cl฀A฀ ฀ ฀ 10.49฀ -8.46฀
Vivint฀Solar฀ ฀ ฀ 3.01฀ -7.95฀
Intelsat฀ ฀ ฀ 2.51฀ -7.72฀
Universal฀American฀ ฀ 7.72฀ -7.54฀
Planet฀Fitness฀Cl฀A฀ ฀ 16.91฀ -7.29฀
Barnes&Noble฀ ฀ 10.44฀ -7.03฀
California฀Resources฀ ฀ 14.25฀ -6.68฀
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U.S.฀stocks฀slip฀as฀
energy฀struggles
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Aspen฀Aerogels฀ ฀ 5.00฀ 23.15฀ 889,022
Unisys฀ ฀ ฀ 8.30฀ 10.67฀ 2,687,018
Gol฀Linhas฀Aereas฀Intel.฀฀ 8.88฀ 8.96฀ 815,997
Harmony฀Gold฀Mining฀Adr฀ 3.48฀ 8.75฀ 6,310,494
Restoration฀Hardware฀ 27.62฀ 7.18฀ 5,888,877
La-Z-Boy฀ ฀ 27.35฀ 6.50฀ 1,290,621
Gold฀Fields฀Adr฀ ฀ 4.34฀ 6.37฀ 5,854,192
Winnebago฀Industries฀ 22.95฀ 6.20฀ 1,329,844
Yanzhou฀Coal฀Mining฀Adr฀ 6.31฀ 6.04฀ 108,805
Methode฀Electronics฀ 30.14฀ 5.94฀ 679,031
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Car฀quality฀improves฀as฀new฀technology฀is฀introduced
DETROIT฀ (AP)฀ —฀ De-

spite฀ adding฀ sophisticated฀
electronic฀ safety฀ features฀
and฀touch฀screens฀that฀once฀
were฀ prone฀ to฀ glitches,฀
most฀ automakers฀ improved฀
their฀ reliability฀ scores฀ this฀
year฀in฀an฀annual฀survey฀of฀
new-car฀buyers.

The฀ latest฀ survey฀ by฀ the฀
J.D.฀Power฀consulting฀ firm฀
determined฀that฀quality฀im-
proved฀ for฀ 21฀ of฀ 33฀ auto฀
brands฀ in฀ the฀ survey.฀ This฀
year’s฀ scores฀ improved฀ 6฀
percent฀ over฀ 2015,฀ double฀
last฀year’s฀increase฀and฀the฀
biggest฀ jump฀ in฀ seven฀
years.฀And฀for฀the฀first฀time฀
in฀27฀years,฀a฀brand฀for฀the฀
masses฀ led฀ the฀pack฀as฀Kia฀
edged฀ out฀ Porsche฀ as฀ the฀
automaker฀ with฀ the฀ fewest฀
problems.

“It฀has฀become฀clear฀that฀
automakers฀are฀ listening฀ to฀
the฀ customer,฀ identifying฀
pain฀points฀and฀are฀focused฀
on฀ continuous฀ improve-
ment,”฀ said฀ Renee฀ Ste-
phens,฀ vice฀ president฀ of฀
U.S.฀ auto฀ quality฀ at฀ J.D.฀
Power.

Touch฀ screens,฀ voice฀
recognition฀ and฀ Bluetooth฀
technology฀ have฀ long฀ been฀
bugaboos฀ for฀ automakers,฀
and฀ for฀ years฀ they฀ have฀
brought฀down฀scores฀ in฀ the฀
surveys.฀But฀last฀year฀auto-

makers฀turned฀a฀corner,฀and฀
this฀ year฀ they฀ improved฀
even฀ more,฀ Stephens฀ said.฀
The฀improvement฀in฀part฀is฀
due฀ to฀ people฀ getting฀ used฀
to฀ new฀ technology,฀ but฀ au-
tomakers฀also฀are฀simplify-
ing฀ the฀ devices,฀ taking฀ out฀
screens฀ that฀ seemed฀ cool฀
but฀ were฀ hard฀ for฀ users฀ to฀
grasp,฀she฀said.

The฀study฀also฀found฀that฀
U.S.฀ nameplates฀ collective-
ly฀ scored฀ better฀ than฀ for-
eign-based฀ competitors฀ for฀
just฀ the฀ second฀ time฀ in฀ the฀
survey’s฀ 30-year฀ history.฀
And฀ for฀ the฀ first฀ time฀ since฀
2006,฀ mainstream฀ brands฀
had฀ fewer฀ problems฀ than฀
more฀ expensive฀ premium฀
brands.

The฀2016฀ survey฀of฀more฀
than฀80,000฀car฀buyers฀from฀
February฀through฀May฀found฀
that฀Korea’s฀Kia฀had฀the฀few-
est฀ problems฀ per฀ 100฀ vehi-
cles฀ at฀ 83.฀ It฀ was฀ closely฀
followed฀ by฀ Porsche฀ at฀ 84,฀
Hyundai฀at฀92,฀Toyota฀wit฀93฀
and฀BMW฀with฀94.฀The฀sur-
vey฀ asked฀ owners฀ about฀
problems฀in฀the฀first฀90฀days฀
of฀ownership.

The฀ worst-performing฀
brands฀ were฀ smart,฀ Fiat,฀
Volvo,฀ Land฀ Rover฀ and฀
Mini,฀ according฀ to฀ the฀
survey.

The฀average฀score฀for฀all฀

brands฀ was฀ 105,฀ seven฀
problems฀ fewer฀ than฀ last฀
year.฀The฀Chrysler฀and฀Jeep฀
brands,฀ which฀ for฀ many฀
years฀have฀been฀toward฀the฀
bottom฀ of฀ the฀ survey,฀
showed฀ the฀ most฀ improve-
ment.฀ Chrysler’s฀ problems฀
fell฀from฀143฀to฀114,฀boost-
ing฀ the฀ brand฀ from฀ 31st฀

place฀ in฀ 2015฀ to฀ 20th฀ this฀
year.฀ Jeep฀ rose฀ from฀ 29th฀
place฀to฀18th,฀improving฀its฀
problems฀ per฀ 100฀ vehicles฀
from฀141฀to฀113.

General฀ Motors฀ led฀ all฀
manufacturers฀ with฀ seven฀
top฀ finishers฀ by฀ segment,฀
followed฀ by฀ Toyota฀ with฀
six.

GM’s฀ Chevrolet฀ Spark฀
led฀ the฀ city฀ car฀ segment,฀
and฀the฀Buick฀Cascada฀con-
vertible฀tied฀with฀the฀Scion฀
tC฀for฀top฀sporty฀car.฀GM’s฀
Chevy฀ Equinox฀ and฀ GMC฀
Terrain฀ tied฀ for฀ top฀ com-
pact฀ SUV,฀ and฀ the฀ Chevy฀
Tahoe฀was฀the฀most฀reliable฀
large฀SUV.฀Chevrolet’s฀Sil-

verado฀won฀in฀both฀the฀light
duty฀ and฀ heavy฀ duty฀ large
pickup฀categories.

The฀ survey฀ is฀ the฀ first
major฀assessment฀of฀quality
for฀ 2016฀ vehicles,฀ and฀ it’s
closely฀ watched฀ by฀ car
shoppers.฀ Consumer฀ Re-
ports฀ magazine’s฀ influen-
tial฀quality฀study฀comes฀out
in฀ October฀ and฀ includes
other฀years.

Among฀the฀findings฀from
J.D.฀Power฀this฀year:

Winners and losers
Kia,฀which฀took฀top฀hon-

ors,฀ had฀ only฀ 83฀ problems
per฀100฀vehicles.฀Mercedes’
smart฀ minicar฀ brand฀ was
last฀with฀216฀problems.

Most improved
Chrysler฀ and฀ Jeep

climbed฀ 11฀ places฀ each.
Jeep฀finished฀18th฀with฀113
problems,฀ while฀ Chrysler
finished฀ 20th฀ with฀ 115
problems.

Biggest slide
The฀Jaguar฀ luxury฀brand

plummeted฀24฀spots฀to฀27th
with฀127฀problems.

Stephens฀said฀that฀brands
with฀ the฀ most฀ revamped
models฀tend฀to฀score฀lower,
while฀ those฀ with฀ older฀ ve-
hicles฀ that฀ were฀ carried
over฀ into฀ the฀ new฀ model
year฀score฀higher.

AP

Despite฀ adding฀ sophisticated฀ elec-
tronic฀ safety฀ features฀ and฀ touch฀
screens฀ that฀ once฀ were฀ prone฀ to฀
glitches,฀most฀automakers฀ improved฀
their฀reliability฀scores฀this฀year฀in฀an฀

annual฀survey฀of฀new-car฀buyers.฀The฀
2016฀survey฀of฀more฀than฀80,000฀car฀
buyers฀ from฀ February฀ through฀ May฀
found฀that฀Korea’s฀Kia฀had฀the฀fewest฀
problems฀per฀100฀vehicles฀at฀83.

Pot-shop฀guard฀killing฀in฀
Colorado฀raises฀security฀fears

AP
The฀killing฀last฀weekend฀of฀former฀Marine฀Travis฀Mason
has฀the฀pot฀industry฀on฀edge฀and฀reviewing฀whether
surveillance฀cameras฀and฀armed฀security฀is฀enough.
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Fiat฀Chrysler฀speeds฀up฀recall฀of฀
confusing฀gear฀shifters฀after฀death

DETROIT฀ (AP)฀ —฀ Fiat฀
Chrysler฀is฀speeding฀up฀a฀recall฀
of฀1.1฀million฀vehicles฀with฀con-
fusing฀ gear฀ shifters฀ like฀ one฀ in฀
the฀SUV฀that฀crushed฀and฀killed฀
Star฀Trek฀actor฀Anton฀Yelchin.

Yelchin,฀27,฀known฀for฀play-
ing฀Chekov฀ in฀ the฀ rebooted฀ se-
ries,฀died฀Sunday฀after฀his฀2015฀
Jeep฀ Grand฀ Cherokee฀ pinned฀
him฀against฀a฀mailbox฀pillar฀and฀
security฀fence฀at฀his฀home฀in฀Los฀
Angeles.฀ His฀ Jeep฀ was฀ among฀
the฀vehicles฀recalled฀in฀April฀due฀
to฀complaints฀from฀drivers฀who฀
had฀trouble฀telling฀if฀they฀put฀the฀
transmission฀in฀“park”฀after฀stop-
ping.฀Many฀reported฀the฀vehicles฀
rolled฀off฀after฀the฀driver฀exited.

Los฀Angeles฀police฀are฀still฀in-
vestigating฀the฀cause฀of฀the฀crash,฀
but฀ the฀ U.S.฀ government’s฀ Na-
tional฀Highway฀Traffic฀Safety฀Ad-

ministration฀ said฀Yelchin’s฀ death฀
“is฀the฀first฀fatality฀we’re฀aware฀of฀
that฀may฀be฀related฀to฀this฀safety฀
defect฀ and฀ vehicle฀ recall.”฀ Fiat฀
Chrysler฀said฀it฀was฀premature฀to฀
say฀what฀caused฀the฀crash.

On฀Wednesday,฀FCA฀said฀in฀a฀
statement฀that฀it฀started฀providing฀
its฀2,427฀dealers฀with฀a฀software฀
update฀ last฀ week,฀ days฀ before฀
Yelchin฀died.฀Previously฀the฀com-
pany฀had฀said฀the฀update฀would฀
be฀ready฀in฀July฀or฀August.

Yelchin฀ would฀ not฀ have฀
known฀ about฀ the฀ software฀ fix฀
because฀ car฀ owners฀ hadn’t฀ yet฀
been฀notified.฀Fiat฀Chrysler฀said฀
Wednesday฀ that฀ it฀ would฀ start฀
sending฀ letters฀ to฀ owners฀ on฀
June฀24฀telling฀them฀to฀make฀a฀
service฀appointment.฀Safety฀ad-
vocates฀ have฀ questioned฀ why฀
the฀fix฀was฀taking฀so฀long.

The฀ recalled฀ vehicles฀ have฀
an฀ electronic฀ shift฀ lever฀ that฀
toggles฀forward฀or฀backward฀to฀
let฀the฀driver฀select฀the฀gear฀in-
stead฀of฀moving฀along฀a฀ track฀
with฀notches฀for฀each฀gear฀like฀
a฀ conventional฀ shifter.฀A฀ light฀
shows฀ which฀ gear฀ is฀ selected,฀
but฀ to฀ get฀ from฀ drive฀ to฀ park,฀
drivers฀must฀push฀the฀lever฀for-
ward฀three฀times.฀If฀a฀vehicle฀is฀
in฀drive฀and฀the฀lever฀is฀pressed฀
just฀ once,฀ it฀ goes฀ into฀ neutral฀
and฀could฀roll฀if฀on฀a฀slope.

Dealers฀ will฀ be฀ able฀ to฀ load฀
the฀ software฀ into฀ the฀ vehicles,฀
and฀it฀will฀automatically฀shift฀the฀
cars฀into฀park฀if฀the฀driver’s฀door฀
opens฀ while฀ the฀ engine฀ is฀ run-
ning.฀ The฀ software฀ will฀ repair฀
vehicles฀with฀3.6-liter฀and฀5.7-li-
ter฀ engines,฀ which฀ account฀ for฀
the฀bulk฀of฀those฀being฀recalled.฀


