
Thetrafficstopwaspartof
an ongoing investigation into
heroinsalesinVenangoCoun-
ty, according to court docu-
ments. The investigation was
acooperativeeffortofFrank-
lincitypolice,OilCitypolice,
the Pennsylvania Drug Task
Force and the state Office of
theAttorneyGeneral.

White told Boyer the court
shouldtakeintoconsiderationthat
Rumph would rent vehicles and
putbetter tireson them tomake
himselflookmoreimportantwhen
goingintoneighborhoodsseeking
out drug dealers for supplying
heroin.HealsopointedoutRumph
wasn’tpresentforhisowntrial.

Whitesaidthatwhenhewas
electedDA,thecommunityasked
himtomakeanimpacttocutdrug
crimeinVenangoCounty.Hesaid
theprosecutionprovedthedrugs
Rumph brought into the county
weretiedtoErieandtheDetroit
area and this case demonstrates
howpolicetreatthosewhobring

drugsintoVenangoCounty.
WhiteaskedBoyertogive

Rumph the maximum sen-
tenceoneachcount.

Hundertmarksaidthatwhile
he appreciated White’s duties
andobligations to the commu-
nity,hefeltotherdefendantsas-
sociatedinthecrimeweregiven
lightsentencesbecauseoftheir
cooperationwithauthorities.

“They would scream any-
thingandgiveupinformation
just to stay out of trouble,”
Hundertmarksaid.

AstowhyRumphfailedto
showupathistrial,Hundert-
mark said it was because his
clientwassimplyafraid.

“Hegotscaredandsplit,”said
Hundertmark. “Now he knows
there are consequences and he
willhavetopayforthat.”

Still, Hundertmark asked
the court to not impose the
maximumsentence.

Rumphwasgivenachance
tospeakbeforeBoyer’sruling.

“I am sorry for leaving,”
Rumph said. “I didn’t know
whattodo.Iwasscared.Ihave
afamilyandkids.Pleasecon-
siderI’mafather.I’msorry.”

Onthefirstfelonychargeof
dealing inproceedsof anun-
lawful activity/intent to pro-
mote,Boyersentencedhimto
twotofiveyears.

Onthesecondfelonycount
ofconspiracy—manufacture,
deliveryorpossessionwithin-
tenttomanufactureordeliver,
hewassentencedtosevenand
ahalfto15years.

Onthethirdfelonycountof
manufacture, delivery or pos-
sessionwithintenttomanufac-
tureordeliver,hewassentenced
tosevenandahalfto30years.

Andonthefinalfelonycount
ofcriminaluseofacommuni-
cationfacility,hewassentenced
to16monthstofiveyears.

Thefirstthreesentenceswill
be served consecutively while
thelastonewillbeservedcon-
currentlywiththefirstsentence.

Rumphwasgivencreditfor
138dayshehasalreadyserved,
and he was ordered to pay
finesandcourtcosts.

Afterthesentencing,Hundert-
markmadeamotiontowithdraw
ascounselforRumph.Boyertold
Rumphhecouldapplyforcounsel
fromthepublicdefender’soffice.

HouseMajorityLeaderDave
Reed, R-Indiana, said when
Wolfreturnsfrom“Fantasyland
orNeverlandorwhereverheis”
thatRepublicanswillbereadyto
workwithhim.

House Speaker Mike Turzai,
R-Allegheny,calledthegovernor’s
tone “unstatesmanlike, unprofes-
sional, I hate to say it, but even
petulant.”HouseMinorityLeader
FrankDermody,D-Allegheny,re-
spondedthat“thetruthhurts.”

The only other state with
suchbudgetgridlockisIllinois,
where first-term Republican
Gov. Bruce Rauner is battling
the Legislature’s Democratic
majorities.

Wolf’s spending proposal
amounts to a two-year,14per-
centincrease.

Wolfwantstheprojected$2.7
billiontaxincreasetoclosealong-
term deficit that has damaged
Pennsylvania’screditratingandto
boostaidtopublicschoolsystems

thathaveamongthenation’sbig-
gest funding gaps between
wealthy and poor districts. Big
increasesforpensionobligations,
human services and prisons are
alsohelpingdrivetheincrease.

Wolfwantsan11percentin-
creaseinthestateincometaxto
3.4 percent, plus new taxes on
natural gas production, casino
gamblingand insurancepremi-
ums.Healsowouldexpandthe
salestaxtoincludemovietickets
and basic cable television ser-
vice,andincreasetaxesonciga-
rettesby$1to$2.60perpack.

“Thisfiscalcrisisdidn’tappear
from out of nowhere,”Wolf told
lawmakers. “This was no act of
God.Weareinaholewedugour-
selves,righthereinHarrisburg.”

Republicans, who have
amassedtheir largest legislative
majorities in decades, have
agreed to boost spending on
publicschools,althoughnotby
theamountWolfhassought.But
with legislative elections loom-
ingthisfall,HouseRepublicans
blockedataxincreaseevenafter
thegovernormadeconcessions
onGOPpolicypriorities.

The proposal calls for a re-
cord-breaking $33 billion in
spending, including an annual
taxincreaseincreaseof$2.7bil-
lion, much of which would be
funded through an 11 percent
hikeinincometax.

“WhileIunderstandthecriti-
calneedtoensurethatthecore
functions of government are
fundedandthatwemaintainour
responsibilities to the people, I
remain concerned about the
overall growth of government
being proposed,” State Rep.
Donna Oberlander (R-63rd) of
Clarionsaidinapressrelease.

“The fact of the matter re-
mainsthatthepeoplewerepre-
sentareexpectingus toensure
theirtaxdollarsarestretchedto
their absolute maximum, and
with his call for higher taxes,
I’m not convinced this budget
proposal leadsus there,”Ober-
landeradded.

StateRep.R.LeeJames(R-
64th)ofOilCityisonthesame
lineofthinkingregardingWolf’s
planforincreasedspendingand
ataxincrease.

“AsIhavetriedtolayoutthis
year, we Republicans in the
Housearetryingtodesperately
live within our means,” James
saidinaninterview.“Wecalcu-
latewhattheeconomycanstand
and will render. The governor
contends thatweare inaposi-
tionwherethereisa$2billion
hole in our budget and, when

youhaveaholethatbig,it’sin-
conceivable to me why you
would add $3 billion more in
spendingontopofthat.”

Anotherconcernforthelocal
lawmakers is that the proposal
didnotplaceenoughemphasis
onthestate’sbiggestindustry–
agriculture. Numerous pro-
grams, which Wolf vetoed in
December,alsowereleftoutof
thenewbudgetplan.

“Agriculture is a huge eco-
nomic driver in our Common-
wealth,”Jamessaid.“Thegov-

ernor’s cuts have significant
consequences for Pennsylvania
farmers. Pennsylvania needs
pro-jobspoliciesthatwillmove
oureconomyforwardandpro-
moteeconomicgrowth.”

“Iamhopefulthatthegover-
nor will take another look at
whatthestate’srevenuesareand
whatcanrealisticallybefunded
in the next year,” Oberlander
said.“Tohelpavoid lastyear’s
impasse,heshouldseehisbud-
getasstartingoff,not thefinal
say,andstartnegotiationsnow.”
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NEW YORK (AP) — U.S.
stocks extended their three-day
losing streak Tuesday, closing
slightly lower after spending
most of the day wavering be-
tweengainsandlosses.

Energycompaniesledthede-
cline as the price of U.S. crude
oilsanknearly6percent.It’snow
at about $28 a barrel.The mar-
ket’sbumpyridefollowedaslide
in European stock indexes and
steep losses in Japan, reflecting
mounting investor anxiety that
theglobaleconomyisslowing.

TheDowJonesindustrialav-
erage fell 12.67 points, or 0.1
percent,to16,014.38.TheStan-
dard&Poor’s500slipped1.23
points, or 0.1 percent, to
1,852.21. The Nasdaq compos-
itelost14.99points,or0.4per-
cent,to4,268.76.
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HighlightsofWolf’ssecondstatebudgetproposal
HARRISBURG (AP) —

Highlights of Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf’s spending
plan for the 2016-17 budget
yearthatstartsJuly1:

The big picture
QIncreasesspendingthrough

thestate’smainbankaccountto
nearly $33.3 billion. That is a
two-year increase of $4.3 bil-
lion,or14percent,fromthelast
full-year,enactedbudget.

QRaisestaxesbynearly$3
billiononincome,sales,natu-
ralgasdrilling,insurancepre-
miums,banksandtobacco.

QDoesnotrevivea$3.2bil-
lion school property tax relief
plan he proposed last year as
partofanefforttoshiftburden
ofpublicschoolfundingaway
fromlocalschooldistricts.

State taxes
Q INCOME: Increases

rate11percent,to3.4percent
fromthecurrent3.07percent,
toraise$1.4billion.Effective
Jan.1,2016.

QSALES:Keepsrateat6
percent,buteliminatesexemp-
tionsonbasiccableTV,movie
theater tickets and digital
downloads to raise $415mil-
lion.EffectiveApril1,2016.

Q CIGARETTES: Raises

per-pack tax to $2.60, from
$1.60, to raise $468 million.
Effective April 1, 2016. Ex-
tends a 40 percent wholesale
taxtosalesofcigars,looseto-
bacco,smokeless tobaccoand
electronic cigarettes to gener-
ate $136 million. Effective
May1,2016;forloosetobac-
co,effectiveJuly1,2016.

Q NATURAL GAS: Im-
posesanewtaxonnatural-gas
production — 6.5 percent of
value—togenerate$218mil-
lion.EffectiveJan.1,2016.

QINSURANCEPREMI-
UMS:Imposesasurchargeof
0.5 percent of premiums to
fire,propertyandcasualtyin-
surancetogenerate$101mil-
lion.EffectiveJan.1,2016.

Q CASINOGAMBLING:
Imposesnew8percenttaxon
promotional plays at casinos
to generate $51 million. Ef-
fectiveJan.1,2016.

Q BANKS: Raises rate of
shares tax on bank and trust
companiesto0.99percent,from
0.89 percent, to generate $39
million.EffectiveJan.1,2016.

Q TAX FORGIVENESS:
Expands eligibility limits to
families of four making up to
$36,400,forataxexpenditureof
$83million.Thecurrentlimitis
$34,250.EffectiveJan.1,2016.

Education
Q Increases aid for public

school operations and instruction
by $565 million, a two-year in-
creaseof10percentto$6.3billion.

Q Increases early-child-

hood education funding by
$90million,anincreaseof54
percentto$256million.

Q Increasesspecialeducation
funding by $70 million, a 6.5
percentincrease,to$1.15billion.

QIncreasesaidtohigheredu-
cation,includingstatesystemuni-
versities,state-relateduniversities,
studentgrantsandcommunitycol-
leges,by5percentto$1.7billion.

Department spending

Q EDUCATION: Grows
22percentovertwoyears,to
$12.9billion.

Q HUMAN SERVICES:
Grows 12 percent over two
years,to$12.7billion.

AP

Gov.TomWolfgiveshis2016-17statebudgetad-
dress to the legislature in Harrisburg, Tuesday.

BehindhimareHouseSpeakerMikeTurzai,R-Al-
leghenyCounty(left)andLt.Gov.MikeStack.
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ByRichardSayer

Leslie Graham pours milk into the
scrambledeggsTuesdayassheand
othervolunteers fromZionLutheran
andGoodHopeLutheranchurchesin
Oil City prepared their 14th annual
Shrove Tuesday all-day pancake

breakfast at Good Hope.The break-
fast is always held the day before
Ash Wednesday, which begins the
observance of Lent. Churches
throughout the area will hold Ash
Wednesdayservicestoday.
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