
 EFile   ID:     

 STATE   OF   MINNESOTA  DISTRICT   COURT 

 COUNTY   OF   SCOTT  FIRST   JUDICIAL   DISTRICT 

 COURT   FILE   NO.:   ________________________ 
 PROSECUTOR   FILE   NO.:   134642-12 

 State   of   Minnesota, 

 Plaintiff, 

 v. 

 Matthew   Jon   Benz    DOB:   09/18/1990 
 1025   Eastview   Circle 
 Shakopee,   MN   55379 

 Defendant. 

 Summons  Warrant 
 Order   of   Detention 

 X 

 Amended 
 Tab   charge   Previously   Filed 

 The   Complainant,   being   duly   sworn,   makes   complaint   to   the   above-named   Court   and   states   that   there   is 
 probable   cause   to   believe   that   the   Defendant   committed   the   following   offense(s): 

 Count   1 
 Theft-Take/Use/Transfer   Movable   Prop-No   Consent 
 In   Violation   Of:  609.52   subd.   2(1);    609.52   Subd.   3(5);   609.52   subd.   3(3)(a);   609.05   Subd.   1 
 Penalty:  5   years/$10,000   or   both 

 Between June 26, 2012 and July 25, 2012, within the City of Shakopee, Scott County, Minnesota, and 
 the City of Eden Prairie, Hennepin County, Defendant Matthew Jon Benz, DOB: 9/18/90, intentionally 
 and without claim of right; while being aided and abetted by another, or while aiding and abetting 
 another; did take, transfer, conceal, or retain possession of moveable property of another without the 
 other's consent and with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of the possession of the property, 
 and the aggregated value of the property from both counties was more than $1,000 but not more than 
 $5,000. 

 Count   2 
 Receiving   Stolen   Property 
 In   Violation   Of:  609.53   subd.   1;    609.52   Subd.   3(5);   609.05(1);   609.52   subd.   3(3)(a) 
 Penalty:  5   years/$10,000   or   both 

 Between June 26, 2012 and July 25, 2012, within the City of Shakopee, Scott County, Minnesota, and 
 various cities in Hennepin County, Defendant Matthew Jon Benz, DOB: 9/18/90 ; while aiding and 
 abetting another, or being aided and abetted by another: did receive, possess, transfer, buy, or conceal 
 stolen property, knowing or having reason to know the property was stolen, and the aggregated value 
 of the property from both counties was more than $1,000 but not more than $5,000.  
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 STATEMENT   OF   PROBABLE   CAUSE 

 The   Complainant   states   that   the   following   facts   establish   probable   cause: 
  
 In July 2012, Shakopee Police Detective Cody Horner began investigating a series of eight thefts from 
 the Walmart in Shakopee, 8101 North Old Carriage Court, Scott County, Minnesota, occurring between 
 June 30, 2012 and July 10, 2012.  The theft incidents seemed related as each involved a white male 
 suspect who took high-priced electronic goods that were not guarded by "spider wrapped" security 
 devices.  The suspect walked past all checkout points without paying for the merchandise and loaded it 
 into a waiting automobile, usually driven by someone else.  The stolen items included television sets, 
 stereo systems, home theater equipment, Blu-ray systems, sound bars, I-radios, and DVD players. 
 Their combined value was $2,977.93. 
  
 While investigating the case, Detective Horner learned of similar thefts at the Eden Prairie Walmart 
 store, 12195 Singletree Lane, in Hennepin County.  In the Eden Prairie thefts, a white male suspect 
 took high-priced electronic goods that were not "spider wrapped" with a security device and walked out 
 of the store without paying and entered a waiting vehicle.   The Eden Prairie thefts occurred on June 
 26, June 29, July 6, and July 25.  The items stolen included television sets, sound bars, and a vacuum 
 cleaner.  Their combined value was $2,033.00. 
  
 During the investigation, a concerned citizen notified Shakopee Police that Matthew Jon Benz, DOB: 
 09/18/1990, the defendant herein, had pawn shop receipts from July 11, 2012 for home theater 
 equipment in his vehicle.  The citizen turned over the receipts to police who matched them to some of 
 the items stolen from the Walmart stores described above.  The citizen also told police that defendant 
 had a history of thefts and illegal drug use. 
  
 Police interviewed defendant who admitted that he was responsible for stealing 18 items from the 
 Shakopee and Eden Prairie Walmarts between June 26, 2012 and July 25, 2012.  Specifically, he 
 admitted stealing television sets, sound bars, stereo systems, an I-radio, and home theater systems. 
 He also admitted to stealing other non-electronic merchandise from the stores, such as a paint ball 
 gun, motor oil, and Kool Aid packs.  Defendant acknowledged that he pawned some of the stolen items 
 in both Scott and Hennepin Counties.   Police reviewed records from the Shakopee and Eden Prairie 
 Walmarts and determined that the total value of merchandise that defendant admitted stealing during 
 this time was $5,010.93. 
  
 Defendant implicated two other men during his interview: Ethan David Geis, DOB:12/04/1990; and Eric 
 Allen Geis, DOB: 03/19/1988.   According to defendant, Ethan Geis waited in a motor vehicle while 
 defendant was stealing the merchandise from the Shakopee and Eden Prairie Walmarts.  Eric Geis 
 was sometimes present too.   Once the merchandise was loaded into the vehicle, the men would go to 
 pawn shops where Ethan Geis pawned the items.  The three men would share the money received 
 from the pawn shops to buy heroin. 
  
 Police interviewed Ethan David Geis who admitted that he pawned seven items that Benz stole.   He 
 also admitted being the driver in many of the incidents where Benz stole merchandise from the 
 Walmart stores in Shakopee and Eden Prairie.  He acknowledged that he would use the money from 
 the pawned items to buy heroin with Benz and Eric Geis.  The total amount of items that Ethan Geis 
 pawned during the time period was $1,896.00.  One of the pawn shops Ethan Geis used was Pawn 
 Xchange, 1133 Canterbury Road, City of Shakopee, Scott County, Minnesota.  He pawned three items 
 there between July 4, 2012 and July 5, 2012, that had a combined retail value of $704.00.   Ethan Geis 
 completed pawns at several pawn shops in Hennepin County where he pawned merchandise with a 
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 retail value of $1,192.00. 
  
 Police interviewed Eric Allen Geis who admitted that he stole a vacuum cleaner and a speaker from the 
 Eden Prairie Walmart.  Ethan Geis was waiting for him in a vehicle outside of the store during the 
 thefts.   Eric Geis acknowledged that he was with Matthew Benz when Benz stole a Samsung 
 television from the Eden Prairie Walmart.  Ethan Geis was also waiting in a vehicle during that theft. 
 Eric Geis confessed to stealing a Panasonic Blu-Ray DVD player, a Panasonic home theater system, 
 and a Samsung Blu-Ray DVD player from the Shakopee Walmart store.  He also admitted to 
 possessing a stolen LG sound bar at his home in Chaska, Minnesota.  Eric Geis told the police about 
 additional electronic items he stole from undetermined retailers, including a Panasonic television, a 
 Sony mini-system, and a Samsung television.   Police determined that the total retail value of 
 merchandise stolen by Eric Geis between June 26, 2012 and July 25, 2012 was $1,441.98. 
  
 Defendant Matthew Jon Benz is described as a white male; age 22; 195 pounds; brown hair; brown 
 eyes; and five feet, seven inches tall. 
  
  
  
  
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:  Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 609.49, intentional failure to appear for duly 
 scheduled court appearances may result in additional criminal charges, and in addition to any arrest 
 warrant that may otherwise be issued by the Court. 
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 Complainant   requests   that   Defendant,   subject   to   bail   or   conditions   of   release,   be: 
 (1)   arrested   or   that   other   lawful   steps   be   taken   to   obtain   Defendant's   appearance   in   court;   or 
 (2)   detained,   if   already   in   custody,   pending   further   proceedings;   and   that   said   Defendant   otherwise   be   dealt 
 with   according   to   law. 

 COMPLAINANT'S   NAME:  COMPLAINANT'S   SIGNATURE: 

 Subscribed   and   sworn   to   before   the   undersigned   this   ______   day   of   ___________________,   2013 

 NAME/TITLE:  SIGNATURE: 

 Being   authorized   to   prosecute   the   offenses   charged,   I   approve   this   complaint. 

 Date:   ______________________________  PROSECUTING   ATTORNEY'S   SIGNATURE: 

 Name:   David   W.   Hunt 
 Assistant   County   Attorney 
 200   Fourth   Avenue   West 
 Shakopee,   MN   55379 
 (952)   496-8240 
 Attorney   Registration   Number:   0238879 
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 FINDING   OF   PROBABLE   CAUSE 

 From   the   above   sworn   facts,   and   anysupporting   affidavits   or   supplemental   sworn   testimony,   I,   the   Issuing   Officer,   have   determined   that 
 probable   cause   exists   to   support,   subject   to   bail   or   conditions   of   release   where   applicable,   Defendant's   arrest   or   other   lawfull   steps   to 
 be   taken   to   obtain   Defendant's   appearance   in   court,   or   Defendant's   detention,   if   already   in   custody,   pending   further   proceedings. 
 Defendant   is   therefore   charged   with   the   above-stated   offense(s). 

 SUMMONS  X 

 THEREFORE,   YOU   THE   ABOVE-NAMED   DEFENDANT,   ARE   HEREBY   SUMMONED   to   appear   on   the   _________   day   of 
 ________________,   20___   at   ____________________   before   the   above-named   court   at   ___________________________   to   answer 
 this   complaint. 

 WARRANT 

 To   the   Sherriff   of   the   aboved-named   county;   or   other   person   authorized   to   execute   this   warrant:    I   hereby   order,   in   the   name   of   the 
 State   of   Minnesota,   that   the   above-named   Defendant   be   apprehended   and   arrested   without   delay   and   brought   promptly   before   the 
 above-named   court   (if   in   session),   and   if   not,   before   a   Judge   or   Judicial   Officer   of   such   court   without   unneccessary   delay,   and   in   any 
 event   not   later   than   36   hours   after   the   arrest   or   as   soon   as   such   Judge   or   Judicial   Officer   is   available   to   be   dealt   with   according   to   law. 

 Execute   in   MN   Only  Execute   Nationwide  Execute   in   Border   States 

 ORDER   OF   DETENTION 

 Since   the   above-named   Defendant   is   already   in   custody,   I   hereby   order,   subject   to   bail   or   conditions   of   release,   that   the   above-named 
 Defendant   continue   to   be   detained   pending   further   proceedings. 

 Bail:    __________________ 

 Conditions   of   Release: 

 This   complaint,   duly   subscribed   and   sworn   to,   is   issued   by   the   undersigned   Judicial   Officer   this   _____   day   of   ___________________, 
 20____. 

 JUDICIAL   OFFICER:  SIGNATURE: 

 NAME:    _______________________________ 

 TITLE:    _______________________________  __________________________________ 

 Sworn   testimony   has   been   given   before   the   Judicial   Officer   by   the   following   witnesses: 

 COUNTY   OF   SCOTT 
 STATE   OF   MINNESOTA 

 State   of   Minnesota 
 Plaintiff 

 vs. 

 Matthew   Jon   Benz 

 Defendant 

 Clerk's   Signature   or   File   Stamp: 

 RETURN   OF   SERVICE 
 I   hereby   Certify   and   Return   that   I   have   served   a   copy   of   this 
 Summons   upon   the   Defendant(s)   herein-named. 

 Signature   of   Authorized   Service   Agent: 
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 STATUTE   AND   OFFENSE   GRID 

 Statute  Offense  Offense  Controlling  Control 
 Cnt  Type  Date  Statute   Number   &   Description  Level  MOC  GOC  Agencies  Number(s) 

 1  Charge  06/26/2012  F  TB029  X  609.52   subd.   2(1) 

 Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
 Movable   Prop-No   Consent 

 MN0700400  12009725 
 Arresting  to 

 07/25/2012 

 Modifier  609.52   Subd.   3(5) 
 Theft-Aggregated   within 
 6-months   and   in   violation 
 of   subd.   2,   clauses   (1), 
 (2),   (3),   (4), 

 Penalty  609.52   subd.   3(3)(a) 
 Theft-Value   of   Property   or 
 Services   $1001-$5,000 

 Modifier  609.05   Subd.   1 
 Liability   for   Crimes   of 
 Another-Intentional 

 2  Charge  06/26/2012  F  Q139D  X  609.53   subd.   1 

 Receiving   Stolen   Property 

 MN0700400  12009725 
 Arresting  to 

 07/25/2012 

 Modifier  609.52   Subd.   3(5) 
 Theft-Aggregated   within 
 6-months   and   in   violation 
 of   subd.   2,   clauses   (1), 
 (2),   (3),   (4), 

 Modifier  609.05(1) 
 Liability   for   Crimes   of 
 Another-   Intentional 

 Penalty  609.52   subd.   3(3)(a) 
 Theft-Value   of   Property   or 
 Services   $1001-$5,000 



 STATE   OF   MINNESOTA    vs.   Matthew   Jon   Benz 
 Prosecutor   File   Number:   134642-12 

 DEFENDANT   FACT   SHEET 

 1.  Address:  1025   Eastview   Circle 
 Shakopee,   MN   55379 

 2.  DOB:  09/18/1990 

 3.  Other   DOBs: 

 4.  Race/Ethnicity:  White         Ethnicity:   Non-Hispanic 

 5.  SID:  MN10DQ7317 

 6.  WID: 

 7.  Alias   Information: 

 8.  Fingerprinted:  No 

 9.  Handgun   Permit:  No 

 10.  Location   of   Violation:  Shakopee 

 11.  Drivers   License   #:  S329117594814   (MN) 

 12.  Accident   Type:    

 13.  License   Plate   # 

 14.  Alcohol   Concentration: 


