
Hijackers angered
by police presence

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
(AP) — Three angry, armed
young men, one of whom
didn't look old enough to grow
a beard, hijacked a Trans
World Airlines 727 passenger
jet this morning f rom
Albuquerque airport.

The trio used a stuck car
ruse to get an aulo wrecker
tow truck, and then forced the
driver to take them to the
airport where they drove o>rer
some concrete blocks, onto the
airport ramp and within 20
feet of the aircraft, Flight 190,
carrying 43 passengers and
six crew members.

They bounded up a stairway
into the aircraft and held a
TWA fuel handler hostage
until he told them the plane
couldn't leave until his fuel
truck was moved.

The three hijackers later
were identified by the FBI as
Michael Finney, 20, Ralph
Goodwin, 24, and Charlie Hill ,
21. Al l were wanted in con-
nection with the Nov. 8 slaying
of state policeman Robert
Rosenbloom west of Albu-
querque.

The TWA fuel handler, Ron
Simpson, 30, said he was leav-
ing the aircraft cockpit "and
was just going out the front
door when they came running
up the steps."

He said two of the men had
guns and the third a "littl e
steak knife like is used at the
supper table."

Simpson said the three were
black.

The tow truck driver, Victor
J. Dugger, said he was called
about 1 a.m. by persons who
said their car was stuck in the
sand in southeast
Albuquerque.

Dugger said that when he
got out of the truck one of the
men, "stuck a gun in my face.
They told me to do what they
said and I wouldn't get hurt."

He said (hey told h im, "You
know who we are." Dugger
said he replied, "Yes, I know,
who you are."

Uugger said they rode
around in his truck for several
minutes and then went lo the
Post Office Annex at the
airport. They sat there for a
few minutes and watched the
plane load its 12 Albuquerque
b o a r d i ng passengers,
including two children.

Then, Dugger said, the trio

told him to drive over concrete
blocks erected as a barrier to
keep people from airport
ramps, and take them tn the

. aircraft some 750 feet away.
Bugger's t ruck stopped

about 20 feet from the loading
stairway.

The men got out and ran up
the steps and into the aircraft.

Dugger later told newsmen
the three men apparently
knew what time the aircraft
would be boarded and what
time it would take off .

The aircraft was scheduled
to depart at 1:55 a.m. It left at
2:07 a.m. said Tom Blain,
TWA control agent in the
terminal building. The flight
had originated in Phoenix,
Ariz .

Simpson said the three men
told him to get back on the air-
craft. Two of them pointed
guns at him, Simpson said.

"The guy who seemed to be
in charge sent another guy lo
the rear with a hostess. He had
the youngest guy stay with me
and another hostess in the
front.

"The guy who looked the
oldest was giving orders to
everybody and was running
back and fourth.

"About that time I saw
police cars, about two or
three, pull up, and then they
(the three men) started
getting shook up.'

"The guy in charge gave the
younger guy a gun and took
the knife from him.

"They told the pilot (Capt.
'Jim McGhee) to get 'the pigs
out of here, and get the engi-
neer up here right now,'"
Simpson said.

"I told the youngest guy you
can't take off until I unhook
the fuel truck," Simpson said.
"I was the only guy on Ihe
shift that knows how.

"We waited and waited,"
Simpson said. "Finally the en-
gineer came up and they let
me off."

li e said the engineer, J.B.
McFarland, "was outside. The
door was closed. They opened
the door a crack to let him in."

Simpson said he told the city
policemen in the patrol cars
"they better move their cars.
These guys are getting mad
and more scared all the time."

Simpson said the three were
wearing pants, shirts and
jackets but not suits.

IDENTIFIED AS HIJACKERS — These three men were ident i f ied by Ihe FBI as Ihe
hijackers of a Trans World Air l ines jet Saturday in Albuquerque. They are also named
in state warrants charging them with murder in the Nov. f l slaying of a Ne\v Mexico
state police officer. They are from left: Charlie Hi l l , 21; Ralph Goodwin. 2-1; and
Michael Finney, 20. ( A P )
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Vigil:  'Shrewd'
New Mexico State Police buqnerqne low I ruck service

Chief Mar l i n V ig i l said Satur- early Sa tu rday and said I l ic y
day, three young black a i r l ine needed help !"v,ui'.e then ear
hijackers were shrewd in t he ir was stuck MI Ihe sand.
escape ruse from Albuc|i ier- The tuw U U CK dr iver. V ic tor
f]Uc . Dung!"1, w.-i'- ahdnc ' rd In Ihe

" I never would have an t ic i- three men The\ inrccd him lo
paled they would t ry w i t h a even tua l ly d r i ve the i r u i - k I n
wrecker driver," Vig i l said, w i t h i n abnui Jn lee! m a 'i'\\'A
"They were prcl ly shrewd." 7^7 passenger j e t l i n er ; i l the

The three men called an \l - Albuquerque inrpor:
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Wife: 1 felt §o helpless
1
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ALBUQUERQUE, N .M.
(AP) — Mrs. Dean E.
Helgason, 27, had gone to the
Albuquerque Airport early
Saturday with her 21-month-
old daughter to see her
husband depart for Chicago.

He was going to the funeral
of his father, who had died
Thanksgiving Day.

"The police were there and
there was nothing they could
do," she later told newsmen.

"M y husband was the last
person lo gel on the plane."
Mrs. Helgason said.

"He had just stepped inside
the plane when the three men
drove up in a wrecker and ran
up the boarding stairs." she

said. "One of the a i r l i ne men
on the ramp came runn ing
hack to the terminal shouting.
' l i e has a gun.' " she said.

"I fell so helpless when the
plane started its engines and
started to take o f f . " .Mrs. Hel-
gason said.

Her husband. :i l . is a junior
physics student at Ihe Univer-
sity of New Mexico.
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CIYE MUSIC
THIS CHRISTMAS

GUITARS
Folk-Classic-Electric

Beginners
Folk guitar
Excellent model

Lyle Concert Classic
High Quality

Large Selection
of guitars in
stock all price
ranges

Harmony Folk Guitar
H942

Harmony Ukelelet ..

Harmony Mandolins

Harmony Banjos ....

1 Pickup Electric
Guitar

Lyle Folk Guitar
Concert Size

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PACKAGE

5995

15°°
..395

Case for above

Strap (assorted Weaves )

Book

Pick .50

Ws Value
Christmas Special Sg995

LARGE SELECTION OF CHRISTMAS
MUSIC — CHRISTMAS LP'S, TAPES,
CASSETTES. OPEN EVENINGS
UNTIL 7:00 p.m. Instant Credit, Master-
Charge, Financing.

1611 St. Michaels Dr. 982-8561


