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ROANOKE

" Fire It %-'s‘hal

L]

ORIGIN AND CAUSE REPURT
SUMMARY OF EVENT:
June 23, 2014 - An nccidontal fiee vecurred in a structure Igeated ot 3361 B {dgerun Dr, NE
Ronnuke, VA,
NARRATIVE:

1. Onthe ailernoon of June 23, 2014, at approximately 1520

rs, the Roanq < (‘nry o1l

Communicativns Center reccived a 911 call repurting a ficelin a structure Iq ted at 3341

Ridgerun Dr, NE Roanoke. VA. The Communications C

subrequent! ispatchod units

from Roanokse Fire-EMS Department. A copy of the Roundke Fire-EMS dj ipatch summary
for this incident (#2014012268) is included in this copurt (s¢c attuchment ) .lculcaant

Bryan Adkins, riding as Officur in Charge of Englae 5, arvi

were showing rom the roof and Delta side of the structurs. |A sccond n!n

due to injurics to fircfighters and repurted victims still insi
performed various standurd fire scenc duties and Battation
Investigutor | per standurd operating guidelincs due to the
the National Firv Incldent Repurting System (NFTRS) repar

included in this report (sec attachmicat 2). _

ed and udvi ok= ond fire
au requested
the bueldmg. t veval units
requested the & jsponsc of
lity and Jdamf j#s. A copy of
Adkins is

as filled nut h

Hanesty  Respeut = Respondibility ~ T
office 540.853.2327 fax: $40.853.117
www,Rustiokeva.gov

Building eouununity and erving our cuslomera with a c:“?:nml W uur valkes
ric
4
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PARTICIPATING FIRE INVESTIGATORS:

City of Raguovke Fire-EMS Depyriment:

Firefighter Teaviy Collina - Firo Investigator
¢ Lead Investigutor and Photography

Licutenant Joseph Hodgin - Fire Investigator
¢ Scenc Prucessing and Interviews

Acting Assistant Fire Marshsl Jogy Pugh ~ Fire Investipator
s Photography

Captuin Doug Hurd  Fire Investigator
& Mupping, Dingraming, and Scent Processing

Licutenant Andy Foley — Fire Investigator
= Scene Processing

Fire Murshal Danlel Rakuys ~ Fire Investigatos
¢ Incident Command and Safety

Roanoke Cily Poljce Department; (PD Tncjdent # 2014068039
Detoctive Cris Bowling ~ Fire Investigalor
s lnferviews

Detective Alan Williams - Fire Investigator
o Intervivws

Roanoke County Fire-Ressue Depapiments

Fire Marshal Brivn Simmons - Fire Investigator
¢ Sceae Processing

Deputy Fire Marshal Scott Jones  Fire lnvestiyutor
s Dterviewy

WITNESS STATEMENTS:

2, 1, alung with soverel other Brefighters on scene had persomally inwmctedmth the victi on
multiple ovcasions in the performance of my duties. Onlseveral vecusie is the victim hed
been warned of the dangers of smoking while on uxygen| Lt. Philllp Jo] nyun was able to
rceollect a recent encounter with the victim in which she ws smoking whilli on oxygen. Due
w the frequency with which his unit hss tesponded to theaddress, Lt. Jojnson was ablc v
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provide detnited information on the layout nf the victim'J housc snd hed) pom es well 83 the
location of electrical systoms from memaory.

OWNER:

3. The owner of this property as listed in the City of Rosnoke Geographic [} formation Systom
(GIS) is Rhonda Gayle McKinney, A mailing address [for thix subjec! was listed us the
incident location, Insurance informution was not roportad at the time of'the investigotion,
Ms. McKinney wuy reported n8 being the decedent dufing fire operuf bns and this was
confirmed by the Medical Examiner's Office. The Medicdl Examiner's 2 port is included in
this report (sve sttachment 3), Ms. MoKinney's date of bjrth was repo r 85 REDACTED

and her social security number was found to be  REDACTED  Durin 1 the coume of thy

sceno processing Mg, McKinney's remains were found in the room| of origin on the
Alpha/Delta corer of the structure, The body had sullerad 100% bums ¢ ith appruximately
90% being full-thickness bums and the remuining portions being eltlidr comploio hum
through or lnss of body part, The right hand and portlon of the radius und] jina had seporated
frum the arm with the distal head of the humorous oxpused and deeply d harved, The right
hand was found to huve n ring resembling the one desctibed by the viﬂ im's sister. The
by the vicﬁm&} siater, The body
cy on u simpk | chaln around her
wers found #1the body. Tt was

a habit of k! tping her oxyyen

emove the tubd) and 1ay it duwn

*jviliun Casual|les report ay iiled

victim’s left wrist had n nondescript bracelet, also deseri
also displayed a sct of dog 1ags belonging to James McKi
neck, No obvious signs of pre-fire, non-burn related trau
reported to investipators that Ms. McKinney had dovoly
tubing nearby while smoking; if she smoked she would
beside her for cusy access, A printed copy of the NFIRS
by Lt. Adking is Included in this report (sec attuchment 4).

4. The other occupants und neighbors reported this property s being owned hy Barry Wuyne
Reed. No contuct or personsl information was immediatdly uvuilable fo- Mr. Roed. The
oxact ownership of thid property [ still in question at the tine of this repof L After returning
i the scenc ul the request of State Farm Insurance Investigator Gary Fef zelle and Unified
Fire Investigatar Murk Nash it was discovered thet Mr. [Reod had beerh grunted one-half
owncership at some point, howaver it was still not fisted on the GIS.

OCCUPANTS:

§. Ty Clayton Sexton reporicd to investigators und stated Re lives in tho  pasement o this
structure, Mr. Sexton stated his date of birth ju "REDACTED  and hig gocis, sucurity number
in REDACTED  Hg further reportcd his contact telephune fumber as (540)|986-6129 and his
meiling oddreas uy the incident location. Mr, Sexton stated| he was awake § id playing video
games at the time of the fire, Mr. Sexton stated ho wok
while playing und shortly thoreafter she informed him shy could smell goke. Whon the
basement began filling with smoke Mr. Sexton bugan to investigale and wi at outside to find
the decedent’s bedroom fully enguifed with fire. Mr. [Sexton was rqlorted to be the
buyfriond of My. Chelsea Phillips (see yection R, who ulsol is the duughtc) of Ms, Smith in

his friend Ms] Whitney Hill up
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section 7). A written transcription of the intcrview of Mr| Scxton as cond cted hy Detective
DRowling Is included in this report (sco uiinchment §).

6. Whimey Denise Hill reporicd to investigatora that she livas
time of the fire and that she culled 911 to report it. Ms.
REDACTED and her date of birth ix REDACTED  Mu, Hill s{uted her contag
Is {540) 397-9004 and her mailing addresy is the incident Jocation. Ms.
home from her third shift job and went (0 bl st 0800 waliing around 1§
up Ms, Hill bogan @ mea! prepuration and smelled smukd and alerted
stuted she hasn't been home for a week or two due to ther mother at her
houso, Ms. Hill stated Mr. Sexton hed altempted uasucceasfully to cnt]ithe main body of
the houss through the Frunt door und had 1ell the door open. Ms. Kill granted verbal
permission to enter and sewrch the structure. A weitton trinscription of N k. Hill's interview

uy guthered by Deputy Fire Marshal Jones is included In thjs report (see arf ichment 6).

t

telephonc number
1l stoted she pame
|. Whon she woke
Sexton. Ms. HIl

7. Mary Jennifer Smith repurted to investigators thut she 41so lives in thy bavement of this
structure and that she just moved in approximately two months ugo. M. Smith stated her
dale of birth is RecacTeDl, ' and ber suclal security njimber is .REDACTED M, Smith
listed u contuct telephune number as (340) 613-0831 and gave the incidl nt focution us her
mailing addresy. Ms, Smith granted vetbal permission tv eater and scard]‘ the structure. Ms.
Smith stoted sl was at work in Salem when advised of the Iire and had ny | knowledge of the
incident until her arrival, well after the firu department hofl begun sapprﬂ, bing the fire, Ms,
Smith stated she lcR the house at approximately 0800. Ms. Sinith,yave all reported
Information on her duughtar M. Phillips. A writien trangeription of Mad Smith's interview
as conductod by Deputy Fire Munihal Jones iy inciuded in Shis report (8ee # tachment 7).

]

8. Chelaca Phillips was repurted as being tho duughter of [Ms. Smith sad u rusident of the
basement. Ms, Phillips was reported as being at wark ot fhe time of the § re. No additional
information wag gathered at the timo of' the Investigation pn thix xuhject.! Sec attachment 7
for what information is known on this suhject,

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION:

Y. Information vn the structure was gained through the GIS, which providld squure foutage,
property valuy, and owner hixiory. Tho date of construct{on for this stru| xure wos Fistes] in
the GIS es 1980, Tho structure is u vne-story wond framo cunstrued fon single family
regidential structure with 8 finished bascinent. The e i3 listod uy b ng approximately
1,352 myuare feet In size. The property is listed wy Huving a vaiuc1 of approximatcly
$129.300.00 dollars. N oxirsordinary alterations ur chnstruction me) irisls were noted
throughout the structura. A priist-nut of the GIS for tax 1D 7100318 | !including an area
map, deed cards, GIS information, sud foutprint sketch) is included {1 this report (see
attachment B). The structure was diagramed und an cnlarged view of the § pom of origin huy
been provided, printed eopics are included in this report (sep attachment 9 i nd 10),
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BUILDING ALARM:

10. The structutc wus equipped with ore smoke detector fozjd in the holiwe 'and it is unclear if
this detector was functionsl or not. No other fire, smoke] heat, or other | Jarm systsms wers
found during investigation.

SCENE SECURITY:

11, Processing of the scenc wus done through exigent circumhstances us wel as granted verbul
permisgion ug noted previously. No significant pedestrianitratfic or b ! ders were found at
this scente. Roanuke City Polico ufficers wero on suene 19 protect resp iem and secure the
scene. Prior to the arrival of Investigator 1 the scene wasimaintuined by }ioancke Fire.BMS
pernonnc) and they reporied no-one had ontered the st S except SUpps Saion personncl,

SCENE PROCESSING:

12, The structure was processud first by performing an cxterfor walk uround and surveying the
damages andt utility entrances. Structurally the building pppeared to be jound and without
failures with the exception of the hrick veneer on the Delfs wall, which ed to be near
failure, Heavy dumugts were noted 10 the roof and onevthird of the Eﬁm the Delta
side. An ulectric meter cntecing the structure was provided by Amerigin Electric Power
(AEP) on the Charlie vide. Electrieal power hud boen disgonnected and ¢ (e ncter removed.
Exsmination of the meter revealed no obvious fallungs or damoged as nated in the
photographs below. A gas meter provided by Roanoke Gas Compung, was present and
appeaced to be fully funciional and without obvious fuults, | Thin pas meter] vas located on thy
Charlle side of the structure behind an HVAC system neat the electric mfler. Gas flow had

been shut off by suppression personnel during scene operations, !
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(3. Eatry w0 the structure was made via o dvor located on the Rlpha gide of tht ¢ steucture, It was
immediutely obvious that heavy firc, smoke, heat, and watcr dumuges ® ere present inside
this area and throughout the main entry level, The ccifing hud failed|3t multiple polnts
throughout the structure due o hoth firc Jwnage and water accumulatig i, Al indlcations
found in the living room (at entry point) pointad to the Algha/Delta cornetf of the atructure as
being (he area of orlgin. Tho remainder of the structiro supported {his initia) theory,
Discarded smoking materials were found un both levels ip multiplo ruorg } of this structure.
On & couch in the reur (Charlic side) den arvo multiplo budn marks were f§ und that appeared
to be from avcidentally and improperly discarded rmoking mutedals,

14, Walkthrough of the structure revenled vontinued damages from hoat, snjvke, and water ut
almost evary point throughout the home. Severnl points offdumage from «f jewhaul and foreed
enlry were found. At mulliple locations ‘piggyhncking’ [oF electrical ef lenaion cords snd
heavy use of power strips were fund, but none ap. to he fiaulty) or of uncommon
construct, Otherwise the hasemént and arcas removed from the fire praved uircenarkuble.

15, The bascment arca provided uccess to the breaker boxes Thore wuere Kvo boxes, one of
which mentioncd men & women's bathruoms, printing machines, and & office. None of
thuse arcas were discovercd during fire invostigation, so itlis assumed ther bax was reussd at
rome puint from on undisclosed focation. A hroekur Jubeld smoke deteq’ ‘was found in the
‘tripped’ pusition; however o hurdwired detectors were found, Two of yer bronkers were
also \ripped ond it is unclear what each of these breakers hotually controlf bd. A copy of the
Ruounoks, Fire-EMS ulectrical panel schematic is included in this report (se uttuchment 11).

' 1

\
4

16. Seene inVestigution wus retumed (o the main level along the Alphu side nejrost the Deitu side
whero (t'was determined that the aren of origin was quickly narrowed to £ © bodroom on the
AlphnDelta comer. A sinvke detector was found lying jn debrls.in th .hallway ncar the
bathroim, This detectar alill hed a battéry in it and wag in remurkublé condition for the
amount of heal und damagea in this urea. During the fire spppression cravy ) reported hearing
the oxygen muchine but not sinoke detictors sounding. it is unclear € this dolettor was
haaging on the ceiling, on the floor, or whers during the ifitial phases of [l lirc. No other
sioke, fice, or heat deteotiont weee found throughuut the strjictuse, ‘

17. Entry to a small nsom along the Alpha wall connecting to (vhat has been d termined to have
been the victim’s hedroom as well as the room of origin quntuined _sevcm' medium tn large
sized oxygen lanks. Also In this room was the oxygen ‘geperatar® that cof tinued to sound a
power failure slazm throughout the investigution. Insprction of the §merutor revealed
connected axypen (ubing with noted burms (o the inside of the tublng; iaf jeuting fire travel
thruugh tho tube itséll. The cord for the generator was undemuged and sti¥ | connected to the
wall outlet, which ulso was undamaged, ‘Ihe casing lijr the generatol- wus moderately
damaged from heat and falling dehriy bit the intemal components appearg | (unctional. ‘The
power switch was in the *ON’ position. Nu breaches of teaks were ng od 1 any of the
oxygen tanks in this ares,
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- e

Oxygen yenerator machine

18, Investigation of the mwm of origin revcalod extrenjely heavy dajpuge from flre,
Measurcincnly were taken of this nrcu and recreated in unjaren near the 4 lphw/Delw comer
cn the exterior of the structure, Onee the mom of orgin had heon painte 1 on the grosx all
ltemy found in the room of urigln were romnved to tho paigted grid to yeed hatruct the scene;
see the photographs helnw, The victim was Jocated at the Foat® of the bod: himost paratlel 10
the Deha wall, with her head clovest ww the Alpha wall a diagram with thg measurements of
the victim®s location in included in this report (sce sttachrgent 12). Muki e ‘Nownl Lite'
beer cang along with several cigarette butts were found in this room.

]
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19. The patterns of burning and dupth of char in the room of drigin sll puintef to the bed arca as
the uren of origin for this fire. No uther indicators su ad otherwijt. The OQrtchand
knowledge af responders and statements hy witnesses all suggest the e of apen flame
sourees in an oxygen rich environment and/ar while on aclive oxygen dellltery devices. This
theory ix supported by the tindings of bum inside the axylsn tubing, the|irea of origin, and
the high hieat and intense fire conditions found within the afea of'arigln,  °

20. No electrical systemys were in place at the point ul urigin of within several [bet of it. No signs
of poured wevelerants or (ncendlary devices were locdted in the erdl of origin.  No
mechanical processes wero in the arca that could have produced heatdfrom uperution or
friction. No weather snumalies were reported in the ureu bisfore, during, oi irminediataty atter
the incident (ag noted in xection 25).

EVIDENCE:
21, No physieal evidenos wuy securcd [rom this scene. Thotographic cvidend s was necured and
pluced on the securo 'L’ drive for storage. Additivnally, ghotographs cag ured from various

nuws owtlets and sociu) media have been included in thelease file. A g Snted copy of the

photo log (for photogrophs teken by {nvestigators) is inchided in thiv repd it (see attachment
13)

EXPOSURES:

22. No cxpusures were in dangor throughout thin incident.

NUMBER OF FATALITTES AND/OR INJURIES:

2). The awner/occupunt as previously noted wus the only fafality resulting {iom this incident.
The folluwing firefighters were injured as a result:

8. Licutcnant Joscph B Adkina, Rownnke Fird-CMS Station ), age 41 suffered
second degree buny o his back oRer hot thr foll down thi back of his coat.
Lt. Adkins required transport to Carilion Rpanoke Memonjat Hospital where
he wus treated und foter released to relumiv work, A pilnted copy of the
Firetighter injury report for Lt, Adkina fnfm the NFIRS {3 included in this
report (See nttuchment 14)

b. Licutenunt Joseph G Hodgin, Roanoke FireiEMS Station V; sge 47 suffered &
dislocuted ring finger during deployment of large dinmetef supply hose. Lt
Hodgin had his finger set un scenc anfi doclinod trof sport to a locat
emergency room. A printed copy of the| Firulighter infky report for Lt
Hodgin from the NPIRS is included In this rgport (See attacd ment 15)
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ESTIMATED VALUE OF LOSS:

24, Proporty loss on this incident was estimated at $150,000.00 doliars. Thiz ontimate includes

structural damages and contents jost. Expensus incurred tg treat the Injurd I [irefighters have
not buen caleulated in thix estimato.

WEATHER CONDITIONS:

25, Weather was reported a9 the wea having esstgoutheaslerly winds biewing ot 8.1 mph
without significant gusting. Temperature was recorded st 77 depred’ Fuhrenhelt and
humidity was recorded ut 66%. Sunny skics were répofted throughout ithe urex with no
repurts of precipitation. Infbnmation regarding the recordeg weather condiy jong at the time of

the tire was gleaned from the weuther uaderground located jut www.wundef sround.com and a
printed copy ix included in this report (see attackment 10),

CONCIUSION:

begun due to the victim smoking while on oxygin. The reddy supply of o5 Jgen superelucled
the fire which quickly consumed the victim und all cadily combustibll materials in the

26, This fire hay hecn determined to have hegun by accidentﬁinuses. Ttis thof rized that the fire
. bedranm, sprending to the remalndur of the structure.

DISPOSITION:

27. The casc huy been listed and filud us accldentel and as such feyuires no addd Hona! follow-up,

- , 1 June30, 2014

TW Collins Duc‘e Repurt Prepaf 3d
Lead Fire Investigatur

City of Ruanoke Fire & EMS Department

£1.01°d 2262 8526 Va0l 2LTIESHELS NIMOW1WOud 12187 bTB2-LT-d35



Case 7:14-cv-00578-GEC Document 1-4 Filed 10/24/14 Page 11 of 11 Pageid#: 35

ATTACHMENTS:

) = Rounoke City 911 Communications Ceater Dispatch Sumifury
2 - City of Roanoke Fire-EMS Department NFIRS Report
3 ~ Medical Examiner's repont

4 ~ Clvilian Cosualty Report

§ - Witness stutement trunseription for Mr. Sexton

6 Witness stuternent transeription for M. Tlill

7 - Witness statement trenscription for Mw. Smith

8 - City of Roanoke GIS Report for 336! Ridgerun Dr, NE
Y  Diuvgram of the structure us created by invesiigators

10 - Expanded disgram of room of origin

1] ~ Electrical punel diagram

12 ~ Disgram of rnam of ongin with victim Jocation mcaurumenty
13 - Photo Log

14  Firefighter Injury Repon for 1.8, Adkiny
15 ~ Firofighter Injury Report for Lt Hodgin
16 ~ Wenther Underground print-vut
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