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INDIANA
RECORD: 12-14
BIG TEN RECORD: 7-12

The Hoosiers started off strong, but as the 
year went on they became less competitive 
in part due to injuries to key players in soph-
omore guard Armaan Franklin and junior 
guard Rob Phinisee.

ILLINOIS
RECORD: 20-6
BIG TEN RECORD: 16-4

The Illini have proven to be one of the best 
teams in the country. Just last week, they 
took down the Michigan Wolverines, by a 
convincing 23 points, without their All-Big Ten 
performer Ayo Dosunmu, solidifying them-
selves as one of the top contenders in the 
Big Ten.

IOWA
RECORD: 20-7
BIG TEN RECORD: 14-6

The Hawkeyes have been dominant all sea-
son with Big Ten Player of the Year Luka Gar-
za. However, playing without Joe Wieskamp 
in the postseason makes them vulnerable.

MARYLAND
RECORD: 15-12
BIG TEN RECORD: 9-11

The Terps haven’t had much success against 
the top of the Big Ten, but have some talented 
pieces, including two double-digit scorers in 
junior guards Eric Ayala and Aaron Wiggins.

MICHIGAN
RECORD: 19-3
BIG TEN RECORD: 14-3

The leadership of second-year head coach 
Juwan Howard and the emergence of fresh-
man center Hunter Dickinson allowed the 
Wolverines to lose just three games this sea-
son. They have dominated their opponents 
in blowout fashion in almost all of their wins.

MINNESOTA
RECORD: 14-14
BIG TEN RECORD: 6-14

The Gophers have one of the best guards 
in the country in Marcus Carr, but he needs 
some help and he hasn’t gotten it consis-
tently.

MICHIGAN ST.
RECORD: 15-11
BIG TEN RECORD: 9-11

Junior forward Aaron Henry has this team 
rolling, and the Spartans have built up a ton of 
momentum heading into the Big Ten tourna-
ment as they fight for an NCAA tournament 
bid. They knocked off the Michigan Wolver-
ines in their final regular season game.

OHIO STATE
RECORD: 18-8
BIG TEN RECORD: 12-8

The Buckeyes have consistently been one of 
the elite teams in the country this year. All of 
their losses this season have been to the Big 
Ten’s best, and they’ve gained impressive 
wins against top contenders like the Iowa 
Hawkeyes and the Illinois Fighting Illini.

PENN STATE
RECORD: 11-13
BIG TEN RECORD: 7-12

The Nittany Lions are a team that can get hot 
and bury teams from 3-point range, but they 
haven’t been consistent this season.

PURDUE
RECORD: 18-8
BIG TEN RECORD: 13-6

The Boilermakers have been the surprise of 
the Big Ten this year. They ended the season 
on a five-game win streak behind the emer-
gence of a slew of freshman contributors.

RUTGERS
RECORD: 10-10
BIG TEN RECORD: 14-10

The Scarlet Knights have had an up-and-
down season, but have a very talented roster. 
Junior forward Ron Harper Jr. leads the team 
with 15.3 points per game, good enough for 
11th in the conference according to bigten.
org. The Scarlet Knights are a scary team 
when it’s clicking.

WISCONSIN
RECORD: 16-11
BIG TEN RECORD: 10-10

The Badgers are an experienced team but 
have been in a major slump. Things haven’t 
been clicking for them offensively or defen-
sively. They ended the season on a four-
game losing streak.

MEN’S BASKETBALL POWER RANKINGS

BY ALEX SABRI
Asst. Sports Editor

After a season filled with exceeded expecta-
tions and statement plays from Purdue’s young 
core, three Boilermakers ended the season 
with honors awarded by Big Ten coaches.

Junior forward Trevion Williams earned a 
spot on the All-Big Ten first team, while fresh-
man guard Jaden Ivey and center Zach Edey 
took spots on the all-freshman team.

After barely missing out on the All-Big Ten 
team last season, Williams expressed the ex-

hilaration he felt after being able to reap the 
rewards of his hard work during the season.

“It’s huge for me,” Williams said. “Just 
knowing where I come from, how I got to Pur-
due, looking at my journey and all the steps I 
was taking from all the work I was putting in, 
it’s great to see that everything is paying off.”

Williams said he feels he has more left to 
give to the Boilermakers. He hopes to hone 
his game until he’s one of the best-passing big 
men in the country. He’s been called as much 
by other Big Ten coaches in the past, including 
Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo.

Freshman guards Brandon Newman and 

Ivey have found their way into the national 
spotlight after providing the Boilers with con-
sistent scoring punches and memorable mo-
ments in their first seasons.

In addition to Newman and Ivey’s early 
impact, Williams said Edey’s mastery of the 
game’s simplest aspects have made him an in-
valuable piece to the Boilermaker roster.

“(Painter) always talks about being simple. 
He talks about it every time he’s with the media 
or in the locker room,” William said. “Zach’s 
been being simple: He’s been pinning guys 
deep, and he’s a tough dude to guard.

“If he can keep the train rolling and stick to 

what he does,” he added, “I think he’ll be hard 
to cover in the tournament.”

The Boilers, who have earned a double bye in 
the tournament after securing the No. 4 seed, 
will face the winner of a game between No. 5 
Ohio State and No. 13-seed Minnesota, which 
tips off tonight.

Purdue swept Ohio State in the regular sea-
son, and split its series with the Minnesota 
Golden Gophers.

Purdue’s first game will take place on Friday, 
25 minutes after an 11:30 a.m. game featuring 
the No. 1-seed Michigan Wolverines. Purdue’s 
game will be broadcast on BTN.

Williams, freshmen hope to build on 

awards in Big Ten tournament Friday 
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“We were trying to keep (Iowa’s defend-
ers) in front,” head coach Sharon Versyp 
said. “Throughout the game you try to keep 
the same tempo.”

Junior guard Kayana Traylor led the Boil-
ers in scoring with 19 points and contributed 
to the hot flashes that kept Purdue in the 
hunt for most of the game.

Purdue improved its shooting in the sec-
ond half as it started to adjust to Iowa’s tight 
perimeter defense, exceeding its first-half 
shooting percentage by 4%. Perimeter shots 
became the Boiler’ go-to as the second half 
progressed.

The Hawkeyes came in with one plan: 
Outscore the Boilers any way they could. 
Their quick-tempo shots and rapid passing 
have allowed Iowa to average close to 90 
points per game this season.

“They got to the foul line a lot,” Versyp 
said. “If you look at the stat sheet our biggest 
discrepancy was them going for 20 points off 

of fouls.”
Junior forward Monika Czinano became 

a secret weapon for Iowa. While the Boil-
ermakers were busy double-teaming lead-
ing scorer freshman guard Caitlyn Clark, 
Czinano was making nearly every shot she 
took. Czinano finished the night with a 
team-high 38 points, missing only two of 
her 18 shots.

“She was just getting to good of a posi-
tion,” Versyp said. “She was on the end of a 
lot of dump passes. We pushed them off the 
three, but she had a game of her life tonight.”

The fourth quarter heated up after 
two consecutive Boilermaker threes 
and a free throw to give the Boilers a 
one-point lead with 7:30 to play. But 
the impressive shooting of Clark and 
Czinano brought the Boilermaker rally 
to an end.

Once the dynamic Hawkeye duo start-
ed the hot streak, Iowa was able to cre-
ate turnovers and create points on fast 
breaks. This helped them to push the 
Boilermakers out of the game in the 
fourth quarter.

INDIANA

The Hoosiers ended the regular season 
on an eight-game win streak while winning 
13 of their last 14 games. They’re ranked 
No. 10 in the country, and are primed to 
make a run in both the Big Ten and NCAA 
tournaments.

IOWA

The Hawkeyes are perhaps one of the most 
dangerous teams in the Big Ten when they 
get hot offensively, scoring 87.4 points per 
game on their way to becoming one of the 
best scoring teams in the Big Ten. Despite 
showing flaws on the defensive end, when 
this team is locked in, they can compete 
with anyone..

MARYLAND

The Terrapins dominated their way to the 
best record in the Big Ten, earning their 
third straight Big Ten regular season cham-
pionship. With 13 wins of 20 points or more, 
the Terrapins have made their case as a le-
gitimate National Championship contender.

MICHIGAN ST.

While the Spartans have had outings 
where they have managed to hang with the 
conference’s top teams, they haven’t been 
able close out those matches and leave 
those games with a win. Most of their wins 
this season have come against some of 
the conference’s most inconsistent teams.

NEBRASKA

Nebraska has had an up-and-down 
season that ended with a record of around 
.500. They compete hard every time out, 
but have lacked the firepower to take out 
some of the best teams in the conference 
despite gaining three wins against ranked 
opponents

N. WESTERN

The Wildcats are a really gritty team with 
an elite defense, allowing just 61 points 
per game in 21 total games. They excel at 
turning teams over and causing problems to 
even the best offenses.

OHIO STATE

The Buckeyes are a good team that has 
just found itself in a slump. It has lost five of 
its last six games to end its regular season, 
eliminating its chances at participating in 
the Big Ten and NCAA tournaments after a 
very promising start.

RUTGERS

The Scarlet Knights are on a nine-game 
win streak, and they have been rolling since 
their COVID-19 pause back in January.

RECORD: 16-8
BIG TEN RECORD: 11-8
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RECORD: 21-2
BIG TEN RECORD: 17-1

RECORD: 14-7
BIG TEN RECORD: 8-6

RECORD: 14-7
BIG TEN RECORD: 11-7

RECORD: 13-7
BIG TEN RECORD: 9-7

RECORD: 12-11
BIG TEN RECORD: 9-10

RECORD: 14-3
BIG TEN RECORD: 9-3

RECORD: 18-4
BIG TEN RECORD: 16-2

WOMEN
Continued from Page 8

How does the sports desk think 
the Big Ten’s women’s basketball 
teams will fare in their upcoming 
games? Read our analyses here.
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Cassidy Harden attempts a deep 3-point shot. Harden made one of four 3-point attempts.


