SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 16, 2014 • 6C

STATE VOLLEYBALL
CLASS B: NORRIS 3, OMAHA SKUTT 1

(25-23, 24-26, 25-16, 25-22)

Norris stuffs SkyHawks

M A R K D AV I S / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Norris’ Maddy Bruder and MaKenna Sullivan block Omaha Skutt’s Monica Hruby. Bruder, who will play at Northwest Missouri State next year, had a match-high 25 kills.

Titans snap Skutt’s 29-match win streak to net second straight title
BY GENE SCHINZEL
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN — Seniors Maddy Bruder
and Kylie Hohlen shared a long hug on the
Devaney Center court at the end of the
Class B state championship match.
Last year, they helped Norris win its
ﬁrst volleyball title since 1991. Saturday,
they carried the Titans to a repeat.
“All year, me and Maddy wanted to get
the gold medal again, to go out with another state championship,” Hohlen said. “In
the huddle in the fourth set, we looked at
each other and said, ‘This is our last game.
Let’s go out with a win.’ ”
That’s what the fourth-ranked Titans did
as they snapped top-ranked Omaha Skutt’s
29-match win streak with a 25-23, 24-26,

25-16, 25-22 win Saturday night.
Bruder, who will play at Northwest Missouri State next year, and Furman recruit
Hohlen combined for 45 kills.
“Lots of long rallies. Lots of good rallies.
It was a great match. We just didn’t have
an answer for those outsides,” said Skutt
coach Renee Saunders, referring to Bruder and Hohlen. “I can’t complain. I thought
our girls played really good, too.
“They were earning all their points. We
weren’t giving them their points.”
Titans coach Christina Boesiger said this
is a group that, just like last year, was at its
best at state.
“They’re coachable, they love the game
and they’re so unselﬁsh,” Boesiger said.
“They have that heart and passion for the

CLASS C-1: KEARNEY CATHOLIC 3, OMAHA CONCORDIA 0

game.”
The ﬁrst two sets Saturday followed a
similar pattern as Norris rallied to win
the ﬁrst set and Skutt did the same in the
second.
Skutt led 22-19 in the ﬁrst set before it
made three straight errors to tie it at 22. A
McKenna Kirkpatrick kill gave Skutt a 2322 lead, but Norris scored the ﬁnal three
points on kills by Ally Catt and Hohlen and
a net violation by Skutt.
The Titans had a chance to take a twoset lead as they led 24-23 in the second. But
on game point Norris was called for a net
violation and then Skutt scored the next
two on a Brooke Heyne kill and a block by
Heyne and Claire Knust.
Norris was in control for most of the

third set, but it looked like Skutt would
force a ﬁfth set as it led 16-10 in the fourth.
But the Titans chipped away, tied it at
20 and then scored the last three points
for the win. Payton Ruhl’s ace serve was
match point.
Ruhl also had 50 set assists for Norris.
Alyssa Woodman led Skutt with 11 kills.
Omaha Skutt (36-6).............................................................23 26 16 22
Norris (31-5) .........................................................................25 24 25 25
OS (kills-aces-blocks): Jess Schlautman 0-0-0, Monica Hruby 5-0-2,
Brooke Heyne 7-0-2, Alyssa Woodman 11-1-0, Sydney Arkfeld 1-0-0, Alli
Schomers 3-0-1, Claire Knust 7-0-3, McKenna Kirkpatrick 8-0-3, Brooke
Swain 0-0-0.
N: Maddy Bruder 25-1-1, Kylie Hohlen 20-0-2, Jordyn Clauss 1-0-0, Payton
Ruhl 1-1-4, Sydney Wilkinson 0-1-0, MaKenna Sullivan 0-0-2, Hannah
Bellinghausen 5-0-3, Ally Catt 2-0-7.
Set assists: OS 39 (Hruby 19, Schomers 19, Schlautman 1); N 50 (Ruhl
50).
Contact the writer:
402-444-1038, gene.schinzel@owh.com
twitter.com/GeneOWH

(25-22, 25-17, 26-24)

Stars shine brightest again
Kearney Catholic tops
Omaha Concordia to win
its third straight Class
C-1 championship
BY MIKE PATTERSON
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN — It was ﬁtting
that a defensive player put
down the ﬁnal kill Saturday for
Kearney Catholic at the state
volleyball tournament.
It was the Stars’ defense that
keyed the school to its third
consecutive Class C-1 title.
Kearney Catholic secured the
three-peat by defeating Omaha
Concordia 25-22, 25-17, 26-24 at
Pinnacle Bank Arena. The Stars
ﬁnished 33-1 and denied the
Mustangs their ﬁrst championship in any sport.
“They played amazing defense,” Concordia coach Kiley
Hansen said. “There were very
few holes on that court.”
The Stars rallied from a 24-22
deﬁcit in the third set, rattling
off four consecutive points
to stun the Mustangs. The
aggressive serving of libero
Morgan Stute, two kills from
Kylie Thiele and one from Anna
Squiers put Kearney Catholic at
match point.
That’s when junior defensive

specialist Michelle Messbarger,
who had only 11 kills all season,
stepped into the spotlight. Her
back-row smash caromed off
a Concordia player and off the
court, nailing down the victory.
“I just went for it,” she said.
“It didn’t sink in for a while until the team started falling down
in front of me.”
That dogpile capped an
impressive three-year stretch
for the Stars, who have won 96
matches during that run.
“The girls have worked so
hard,” Kearney Catholic coach
Kris Conner said. “I’m really
lucky to be coaching this team.”
That ball-hawking defense
managed to hold Concordia’s
Megan Wickey to 15 kills. The
6-foot-2 Ohio State recruit
pounded 34 in a semiﬁnal win
Friday against Wahoo.
“They played outstanding
defense,” Wickey said. “They
deﬁnitely brought their ‘A’
game.”
The Mustangs held a 21-19
lead in the ﬁrst set, but the
Stars went on a 6-1 run to post
the 25-22 win. Senior Callie
Opbroek had a pair of late kills,
including the ﬁnal point.
Kearney Catholic never
trailed in the second set and
posted an eight-point win.
Courtney Shundoff had the ﬁnal
two kills of the set as the Stars
carried that momentum into the

third set.
Concordia held the upper
hand throughout much of the
third set and had two set points
at 24-22. But the Stars were able
to score four straight points to
end it.
“I think their experience
played a big role,” Hansen said.
“Playing for a title is a ﬁrst for
our girls, but I think we’ll learn
from this.”
Hansen added that the Stars’
versatile offense also posed
problems.
“It was hard to know where
the attack was coming from,”
she said. “That made it hard to
defend.”
Thiele led Kearney Catholic
with 15 kills while Opbroek and
Squiers had seven each. Setter
Allie Prososki had 41 assists.
“It’s a loaded question to ask
about this being a dynasty.”
Conner said. “Let’s just give
credit to the girls for this great
run.”
Om. Concordia (34-2) .....................................22 17 24
Kearney Catholic (33-1) .................................25 25 26
OC (kills-aces-blocks): Faith Johnson 2-0-0, Sydney
Clarkson 4-1-2, Averey Yaksich 8-1-0, Megan Wickey 150-0, Brooke Pickette 1-0-0, Rebekah Knapp 3-0-2.
KC: Michelle Messbarger 1-0-0, Kylie Thiele 15-0-0,
Madison Squiers 5-1-3, Courtney Shundoff 6-0-0, Callie
Opbroek 7-0-3, Anna Squiers 7-0-1, Allie Prososki 2-0-0,
Jennifer Beans 0-3-0, Morgan Stute 0-2-0.
Set assists: OC 33 (Jenna Spellerberg 33); KC 41
(Prososki 41).
Contact the writer:
402-444-1350, mike.patterson@owh.com
twitter.com/MPattersonOWH

M A R K D AV I S / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Omaha Concordia’s Megan Wickey, right, gets a kill over Kearney Catholic’s Madison Squiers in the third set.

