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Two more days

Cold March means more Ice Park

K9 shot,

killed in
trooper

By Amanda
Bohman
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cars, castles, candle- roopers on the Parks High-
WEATHER » A7 sticks and President way near Wasilla shot and
Aurora forecast. Donald Trump that killed a trooper K9 before
L are scattered around being shot by troopers. The
Auroral activity will the Ice Park. suspect later died.

be moderate. Weather
permitting, moderate

The weather has
extended the lives of

The incident began about
2:40 a.m. Sunday when

auroral displays will be the icy creations, so troopers attempted to stop
visible overhead from Ice Alaska is extend- a Subaru Legacy for a mov-
Utqiagvik to Fairbanks. ing its 2017 schedule. ing violation, according to a

This information is provided
by aurora forecasters at

the Geophysical Institute

at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. For more infor-
mation about the aurora,
visit http://www.gi.alaska.
edu/AuroraForecast
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Area teen, skate park
group recognized at

The host of the BP
World Ice Art Cham-
pionships announced
Sunday it is postpon-
ing its closing date by
two days. It will close
10 p.m. Sunday.

A few spots on the
sculptures are melt-
ing and clouding, but
most sculptures have
kept their shape.

The candlesticks
still had their icy lit-
tle flames on a sculp-
ture called “March
Madness,” depicting
a scene from “Alice
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troopers news release. The
driver of the Subaru failed
to yield, driving well above
the speed limit. Troopers
deployed spike strips at 45.5
Mile Parks Highway, which
disabled the Subaru after a
45-minute pursuit.

The driver of the Subaru,
identified as Justin Smith,
36, of Wasilla, ignoring
trooper commands, exited
the vehicle and attempted
to flee. A trooper K9 was
sent after him. Smith turned
and fired a handgun at the
dog, killing him. Troopers
returned fire, striking Smith.

annual banquet. In Wonderland.” It Above: “Sting,” Smith was transported to
won first place in the ingle-bl k, Mat-Su Regional Medical
KRIS CAPPS A . a single-bloc but died of his iniu-
realistic category in ice sculpture Center, but died of his inju
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see the curve in the Clinton Rich rant for assault in the second
stem,” Rajkiran Ram- and Connor degree and a no-bail proba-
achandran Balasubra- Walling, is tion violation. His next of
manan said about the on display at kin have been 1d.ent1ﬁed.
piece. the Ice Alaska The Parks Highway was
. Balasubramanan closed during the investiga-
1 Ice Park on . .
i was on vacation from Sunday. tion and has since reopened.
= the Pacific Northwest. Left: R;lb No troopers were injured.
“It’s pretty amazing,” ; £ y The Alaska Bureau of
S POTL I G HT he said of the sculp- Da.ws, o Investigation is taking over
Father of four makes tures’ details. F; alrbalfks, the case. The trooper or
time for giving back Hank Bartos, pres- plays with her troopers 1pv01ved in the
as Meals on Wheels ident of the Ice Alas- 4-year-old shooting will not be iden-
I ka board of directors, daughter at tified until the completion
said the decision to the Ice Park on of the standard 72-hour
INTERIOR extend their sched- Sunday. administrative leave, per
Page A4 ule was made after AMANDA department policy. No fur-
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.o o unteers could help for NEWS.MINER at this time.
one more weekend. The investigation is ongo-
ing.
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The week when
Trump’s wiretap

Blaming conservatives, president
signals new openness to Dems

advances to its first . . By Hope Yen

accusation died ASSOCIATED Prsss
SPORTS Bv Calvin Woodward WASHINGTON — President
SRR alblld Jim Drinkard Donald Trump on Sunday
ASSOCIATED PRESS attacked conservative law-
cee makers for the failure of the
WASHINGTON — President Donald Republican bill to replace
Trump’s accusation that his predecessor former ,Pre51dent Barack
SOURDOUGH JACK: ordered snooping of his communications Obama’s health care law,
“Can’t wait "til has fallen apart, slapped down by the FBI as aides signaled a greater
] chief and again by the Republican lead- willingness to work with
icy more of those ing the House intelligence committee, moderate Democrats on

sculptures!”
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a Trump ally. The president gave up on
arguing former President Barack Obama
tapped his phones, and he doesn’t give up
on anything easily.

A look at how that sensational charge
and a variety of other statements by the
president met reality checks in the past
week:

The wiretap that wasn’t

Trump now says he never meant
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upcoming legislative bat-
tles from the budget and tax
cuts to health care.

On Twitter, Trump com-
plained: “Democrats are
smiling in D.C. that the Free-
dom Caucus, with the help of
Club For Growth and Her-
itage, have saved Planned
Parenthood & Ocare!”

The Freedom Caucus
is a hard-right group of
more than 30 GOP House
members who were largely

Obituaries » A3

President Donald Trump talks about the health care
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overhaul bill Friday in the Oval Office of the White House

in Washington. AP PHOTO/PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS

responsible for blocking the
bill to undo the Affordable
Care Act, or “Obamacare.”
The bill was pulled from
the House floor Friday in a
humiliating political defeat
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for the president, having
lacked support from either
the conservative Republi-
cans or Democrats.
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