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The weather.

Cloudy skies expected 

today, with a chance 

of snow.

High today .............. 13

Low tonight ..............0
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aurora forecast.

Auroral activity will be 

moderate.

This information is provid-

ed by aurora forecasters at 

the Geophysical Institute 

at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks. For more infor-

mation about the aurora, 

visit http://www.gi.alaska.

edu/AuroraForecast
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Preparing for the marijuana boom

By Amanda Bohman
ABoHmAn@newsminer.Com

Alaska’s marijuana laws begin 
to get a lot more permissive in 
about five weeks: recreational 
marijuana use will be legal for 

people older than 21 on Feb. 24.
Voters statewide made that 

choice in november when they 
approved a broad state initiative 
that also allows for the legalized 
but regulated sale of marijuana, 
marijuana products and mari-
juana accessories beginning next 
year, following the required adop-
tion of regulations later this year.

But the new law allows local 
governments to ban or limit mar-
ijuana businesses such as retail-
ers and smoking clubs. That has 
led to discussions in Fairbanks, 

north Pole and elsewhere in the 
state about where people ought 
to be allowed to buy, sell, grow, 
process and consume marijuana.

entrepreneurs, meanwhile, are 
busy thinking about ways to capi-
talize on the new industry.

Getting ready  
to cash in

Charlie Lester, a 48-year-old 
heavy equipment operator and 
general foreman on the north 
slope, said opening a marijuana 
club and eventually a retail store 
are part of his retirement plan. 
The Delta Junction resident said 
he has a name picked out, a Face-
book page up and is having a logo 
designed so he can have T-shirts 
and sweatshirts made.

Lester said he has lined up loca-
tions inside and outside of Delta 
Junction city limits to open a pri-
vate club where people will be able 
to smoke pot. He said he would 
prefer to establish his club within 
the city but he’s waiting to see if 
the City Council will allow it. His 
goal is to open by may.

His plan for a retail store will 
have to wait until state lawmak-
ers decide how to regulate mari-
juana sales.

Crime-reducing plan drafted

By Dorothy Chomicz
DCHomiCz@newsminer.Com

Portions of the south side of 
Fairbanks may get a new look 
with the implementation of 
the Bjerremark neighborhood 
improvement Plan.

The neighborhood — which 
is bordered by south Cushman 
street, Lathrop street, Airport 
way and the mitchell express-
way — is plagued with crimes 
such as theft, assault and hit and 
run. The improvement plan aims 
to cut down on these crimes by 
use of several different traffic 
calming and reduction measures.

DowL HKm,  the engineering 
firm hired by the city to create 
oversee the project, has created 
a draft framework plan show-
ing the proposed street changes. 
According to project manager 
Gary Jenkins, the grid-like net-
work of streets in that area pro-
motes pass-though traffic. Long, 
wide-open straightaways encour-
age high speeds no matter what 
the posted speed limit is. The 
city can help rectify this problem 
by making improvements in the 
right-of-way, which is the portion 
of the road the city owns.

Small 
steps for 
fire and 
medical 
services

By Robin Wood
rwooD@newsminer.Com

maps and diagrams of 
fire-service areas and emer-
gency medical service bound-
aries look like overlapping 
puzzle pieces.

The Fairbanks north star 
Borough Assembly has been 
exploring options to restruc-
ture fire and emergency med-
ical service operations, largely 
because of liability concerns.

The assembly held a Jan. 7 
work session with fire-service 
area commissioners. Commis-
sioners are appointed by the 
mayor and tasked with recom-
mending budgets and inter-
facing between the mayor and 
public.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s a i d 
attempting to restructure fire 
and ems services, or improp-
erly address problems, could 
quickly become a tangled mess 
with unintended consequenc-
es, a conclusion acknowledged 
by some assembly members.

A slow approach, rather than 
sweeping structure changes, 
emerged as the likely outcome.

Assemblyman Lance roberts 
said liability is “what drives the 
issue right now.” Liability takes 
many shapes: boundary dis-
crepancies between fire and 
medical service areas, authori-
ty to perform tasks and general 
liability.

one example presented 
during the meeting was vehi-
cle extraction outside a fire 
service area.

A vehicle prepares to pass through the intersection at 17th Avenue and Gilliam Way on Friday. A 

Framework Plan has been drafted by the Bjerremark Neighborhood Improvement Plan Steering 

Committee with concept ideas for traffic calming and reduction in cut-through traffic in the area. 
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Borough Assembly 
looking at options 
for restructuring 
emergency services
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