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1. Cold water 
absorbs more 
CO2 than 
warm water 2. As warming 

temperature melts 
sea ice, more 

surface water is 
exposed

3. Now, even 
more CO2 can 
enter the water

4. As sunlight warms 
the freshly exposed 
surface water, it also 

feeds algae

5. The algae grow 
then die, creating 
even more CO2
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With the CO2 increasing quickly in the North Pacific, scientists worry about 
the fate of shellfish – and the animals that eat them.


