A comparison of U.S. Army and Marine strength in the Pacific Rim

With the war in Afghanistan winding down, the Obama administration has deemed Asia to be the nation’s next national security
priority. Since the end of the Vietnam War, the Marine Corps has deployed more forces in East Asia than the Army, except for the
Korean Peninsula. Worried that the Pentagon’s focus on air and sea power to address threats in the region will cut its share of
the defense budget, the Army is commencing an ambitious campaign to transform itself and assert its relevance in the Pacific.
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The Army’s plan in
reentering the Pacific
arena is to send 750
troops on extended
periods to conduct
training and outreach
in multiple countries.
The Marines counter
that they already have
a 1,000-strong
expeditionary unit
conducting this type of
service in the Pacific,
most recently provid-
ing humanitarian
assistance to the
Philippines.
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