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Friday
»» 4»p.m.»gates»open
»» 5»p.m.»carnival»rides,»

country»store,»youth»
project»and»student»art»
shows»open
»» 6»p.m.»junior»breed-

ing»beef»division»
judging
»» 6:15»seafood»cook-off»

grilled»shrimp»division»
judging
»» 8»p.m.»jackpot»bull»

riding»and»mutton»
bustin’
»» 8:30»p.m.»concert»

featuring»Kyle»Bennett»
»» 10:30»p.m.»concert»

featuring»Casey»Dona-
hew

Saturday
»» 9»a.m.»gates»open
»» 10»a.m.»carnival»rides,»

country»store,»youth»
project»and»student»art»
shows»open
»» 11»a.m.»mutton»bustin’
»» 11»a.m.»seafood»cook-

off»fish»division»judging
»» 11:30»a.m.»market»

rabbit»show
»» 12»p.m.»talent»show»

contest»
»» 1:15»p.m.»seafood»

cook-off»rice»judging
»» 3:30»p.m.»seafood»

cook-off»gumbo»judg-
ing
»» 6:30»p.m.»seafood»

cook-off»awards
»» 7»p.m.»ranch»rodeo,»

mutton»bustin’»finals,»
market»broiler»show,»
followed»by»market»
turkey»show
»» 9»p.m.»concert»featur-

ing»John»Slaughter»
»» 11»p.m.»concert»fea-

turing»Sunny»Sweeny

Sunday
 Tejano Day

»» 10»a.m.»cowboy»
church»service»
»» 12»p.m.»gates,»carnival»

rides»and»pee»wee»
rodeo»open
»» 12:30»p.m.»market»

lamb»show
»» 1»p.m.»country»store»

open
»» 1:30»p.m.»pee»wee»

rodeo
»» 3»p.m.»youth»project»

and»student»art»shows»
open
»» 4:30»p.m.»market»

swine»show
»» 6»p.m.»county»ribbon»

roping,»concert»featur-
ing»Raul»Navaira»and»
Grupo»Vida

Monday 
 Senior Citizens Day
»» 10»a.m.»senior»citizens»

day»
»» 5»p.m.»carnival»rides,»

country»store,»youth»
project»and»student»art»
shows»open
»» 5:30»p.m.»exhibition»

barrel»racing»
»» 6»p.m.»market»goat»

show
»» 7»p.m.»jackpot»barrel»

race

Tuesday
 Special Kids Day

»» 9»a.m.»special»children»
day»
»» 4»p.m.»gates»open
»» 5»p.m.»carnival»rides,»

country»store,»youth»
project»and»student»art»
shows»open
»» 6»p.m.»county»team»

roping»challenge
»» 6:30»p.m.»youth»

project»and»student»art»
awards»ceremony
»» 7»p.m.»steer»show
»» 7:30»p.m.»county»

team»roping»challenge

Wednesday
»» 4»p.m.»family»night
»» 5:15»p.m.»scholarship»

presentation
»» 6»p.m.»junior»livestock»

auction

Thursday
»» 9»a.m.»schools»day
»» 4»p.m.»gates»open,»

education»foundation»
night
»» 5:45»p.m.»fajita»cook-

off»judging
»» 7»p.m.»fair»king»and»

queen»crowning
»» 7»p.m.»pee»wee»swine»

show
»» 8»p.m.»CPRA»open»

rodeo»and»concert»
featuring»Spazmatics
»» 8:15»p.m.»barbecue»

chicken»cook-off»judg-
ing

April 19
»» 9»a.m.»gates»open
»» 1:45»p.m.»chicken»

wings»judging
»» 4»p.m.»gates»open
»» 6»p.m.»junior»com-

mercial»heifer»show
»» 6:15»p.m.»pulled»port»

cook-off»judging
»» 7:45»p.m.»Junior»and»

Little»Mr.»and»Miss»4H»
Crowning
»» 8»p.m.»CPRA»rodeo
»» 8:30»p.m.»concert»

featuring»Breelan»Angel»
and»Jarrod»Birmingham

April 20 
»» 9»a.m.»gates»open
»» 9:30»a.m.»livestock»

judging
»» 10:30»a.m.»Tiny»and»

Lil’»Mr.»Cowboy»and»
Miss»Cowgirl»contests
»» 11:45»a.m.»pork»rib»

cook-off»judging
»» 12»p.m.»livestock»

judging»awards
»» 1»p.m.»arena»golf
»» 2:45»a.m.»brisket»

cook-off»judging»
»» 4»p.m.»junior»com-

mercial»heifer»auction
»» 6:30»p.m.»barbecue»

cook-off»awards
»» 8»p.m.»CPRA»rodeo
»» 9»p.m.»concert»featur-

ing»3»Peace

2013  
Galveston  

County Fair & 
Rodeo Schedule

By WHITNEY HODGIN
The Daily News

»» HITCHCOCK
The first of two high-

stakes cooking competi-
tions will begin this eve-
ning with the seafood 
cook-off grilled shrimp 
division judging.

About 150 teams 
signed up to compete 
this weekend in four tra-
ditional and tasty cate-
gories including gumbo, 
grilled shrimp, grilled 
fish and seafood rice.

Brett Ottoman, who 
owns the Flamingo 
Steak and Seafood on 
the island, started the 
seafood cook off in 2005 
with 32 entrants.

“It’s exciting what’s hap-
pened to this thing,” Ot-
toman said. “People go 
absolutely nuts compet-

ing against one another to 
prove who makes the best 
gumbo or grilled shrimp 
in the county. It’s a great 
combination of competi-

tion and camaraderie.”
Galveston County is the 

best place in the state for a 
seafood cook-off, he said.

“I think it represents 

Texas better than any 
other because it has all 
the seafood industries,” 
Ottoman said.

Double M Cook-
ers, whose first-place 
standings in the grilled 
shrimp and seafood rice 
divisions earned them 
an overall winner des-
ignation in 2012, have 
returned for another 
chance to taste the glory.

Judging starts today 
and the awards presen-
tation will take place at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday.

This weekend’s sea-
food cook-off will be 
followed by the barbe-
cue cook off Thursday 
through April 20.

Contact»reporter»Whitney»
Hodgin»at»409-683-5236»or»
whitney.hodgin@galvnews.
com.

8th annual seafood cook-off begins

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ The Daily News file photo
Aldan»Kahla,»on»the»Southern»Mesquiters»cooking»team,»
cleans»shrimp»for»a»test»batch»before»the»boiled»shrimp»
category»of»the»2008»Seafood»Cookoff.

By T.J. AULDS
The Daily News

»» HITCHCOCK
It’s April and the first 

weekend of the Galveston 
County Fair and Rodeo. 
Must mean it is raining.

Well, that’s true this 
year. As the fair kicks off 
its 75th edition, things are 
a bit wet after Thursday’s 
downpours. Just how 
true is the refrain that it 
“always rains during the 
county fair”?

It’s been a part of 
Galveston County Fair 
and Rodeo lore ever since 
heavy rains forced offi-
cials to cancel the last day 
of the Dairy Show (the 
fair’s precursor) on Aug. 
29, 1953.

More recent history 
shows us, however, that 
precipitation is rare dur-
ing the county fair and 
rodeo.

A search of The Daily 
News’ archives and Na-
tional Weather Service 
historical data since 1998 
shows that Mother Na-
ture has generally been 
nice to fairgoers.

Now, because the fair is 
held in Jack Brooks Park 
in Hitchcock, there are 
no official rain gauges 
to show how much rain 
might have fallen along 
state Highway 6 during 
fair time. 

So, using the rain mea-
surements at Scholes In-
ternational Airport in 
Galveston and the Na-
tional Weather Service 
Office in League City as 
the official measurements, 
plus a review of The Daily 
News and Texas City Sun’s 

coverage of the fair, as well 
as a review of the fair’s of-
ficial history, we were able 
to find that during the past 
13 years, there were only 
seven days of reported 
rain out of 117 fair days. 

Most days, the rain was 
slight and did little to dis-
rupt activities.

The heaviest rains came 
during the middle of the 
week last year when two 
days of rain made the 
Senior Citizens Day a bit 
wet. Rains on the first 
weekend in 2009 were 
blamed for a drop in at-
tendance, but a heavy 
downpour on the Mon-
day of the 2002 fair didn’t 
affect any of the festivities, 
although the storms did 
damage a vendor’s tent, 
according to news re-
ports.

There were brief show-
ers in 2003 and again in 
2004, but aside from the 
chilly weather during the 
2003 kickoff parade, fair-
goers enjoyed rain-free 
days.

As for this year’s fair?
The weather service 

said after Thursday’s rains, 
expect sunny to partly 
cloudy days this weekend 
with a 10 percent chance 
of rain on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Chances of rain in-
crease to 20 percent by 
late next weekend with 
the early (and less ac-
curate) forecast for the 
barbecue cook-off next 
weekend calling for 60 
percent chance of rain.

Contact»Mainland»Editor»
T.J.»Aulds»at»409-683-5334»or»
tjaulds@galvnews.com.

Just how wet does  
it get at the fair?

By WHITNEY HODGIN
The Daily News

»» HITCHCOCK
Fair organizers had 

families, children and 
pork lovers in mind 
when they added sev-
eral new features to 
the event line up.

The Swifty Swine 
pig races, a children’s 
celebration family 
game show, a pee wee 
rodeo, county ribbon 
roping and a pulled 
pork division of the 
barbecue cook-off are 
all new events.   

“We like to change 
things up every few 
years to give fami-
lies something new 
to participate in,” fair 
coordinator Melondy 
Bender said.

The Swifty Swine 
pig races are a trav-
eling attraction that 
were once a popular 
event at the fair but 
have been absent for 
the last several years, 
Bender said. The pigs 
will compete daily 
against one another 
on an obstacle course 
for an Oreo cookie 
on a silver platter that 
awaits the swiftest 
among them.  

Racing pigs, game 
show new at the fair

Another daily event 
for families is the chil-
dren celebration. Mom 
and dad will team up 
against one another and 
the children to compete 
in off-the-wall events.

Both will be in the 
livestock pavilion.

“This has a lot of audi-
ence participation and 
promotes family togeth-
erness,” Bender said. “It’s 
to show how families 
can do things together.”

Two events, the pee 
wee rodeo and county 
ribbon roping, will de-
but this Sunday. The ro-
deo will give the littlest 
cowboys and cowgirls a 
chance to practice their 
roping and hay hauling 
skills.

County ribbon rop-
ing is open to all ages. A 
pair of partners will at-
tempt to catch a calf and 
remove a ribbon tied 
to its tail in the shortest 
amount of time.

The new barbecue 
pulled pork division of 
the barbecue cook off 
replaced the kebabs di-
vision, Bender said.

Contact»reporter»Whitney»
Hodgin»at»409-683-5236»or»
whitney.hodgin@galvnews.
com.

KEVIN M. COX/ 
The Daily News file photo

Find»more»
coverage»of»
the»Galveston»
County»Fair»
and»Rodeo,»
including»this»
year’s»music»
lineup»»»B1
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