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Monday at the newspa-
per’s request were pre-
liminary and subject to 
change as millions of 
dollars in taxable value 
was at issue in protests 
filed by taxpayers seek-
ing lower appraisals. 

The tax rolls won’t 
be certified until next 
month. But many prop-
erty owners had by last 
week already received 
notices about their an-
nual tax liability, and 
some were complaining 
of steep increases, coun-
ty Tax Assessor/Collec-
tor Sheryl Johnson said 
Friday.  

Meanwhile, an in-
crease of almost 8 per-
cent in net taxable value 
in the city of Galveston 
was likely to fuel a de-
bate among candidates 
in a May 12 city council 
election about whether 
that city should be con-
sidering a cut to the tax 
rate.  

Net taxable value in 
League City, the county’s 
most populous city, rose 
by almost $396 million 
to $6.05 billion, a 7 per-
cent increase compared 
to the $5.65 billion of 
taxable value certified 
in 2013. About $172 
million of the increased 
taxable value was in new 
improvements and addi-
tions, more than 80 per-
cent of which — $145 
million — was appraised 

on residential construc-
tion. 

More than $315 mil-
lion in appraised value 
was under protest in 
League City, according 
to the district.

The city of Galveston 
saw the highest per-
centage increase — 7.79 
percent — among the 
county’s large cities. The 
city added more than 
$353.5 million in tax-
able value for a 2014 
preliminary total of just 
less than $4.9 billion, 
up from $4.5 billion in 
2013. Just more than 

$34 million of the in-
creased value came from 
new improvements and 
new additions, of which 
more than $31 million 
was in residential prop-
erty. Almost $421 mil-
lion of appraised value 
was under protest.

Galveston’s tax base 
was about $4.3 billion, 
excluding more than 
$236 million in special 
tax zones, just before 
Hurricane Ike in 2008. 
The base fell to just more 
than $3.6 billion after 
the hurricane, prompt-
ing the City Council to 

raise the tax rate to 55.4 
cents per $100 of tax-
able value from about 
49 cents. Some argue 
that was done with the 
promise the rate would 
be cut when the tax base 
rebounded to pre-Ike 
levels. Whether the next 
City Council should act 
on that promise has be-
come a subject of debate 
among candidates vying 
for city council seats.

Contact Associate Editor 
Michael A. Smith at 409-
683-5206 or michael.smith@
galvnews.com. 

LOCAL

Galveston Central Appraisal District property values
Entity	 2014	 2013	 Increase	 Percent 
Bayou Vista..............................$160 million.......$143 million..........$17 million...........11.4
Clear Lake Shores..................$148 million.......$143 million...........$5 million............. 3.9
Dickinson.................................$830 million.......$806 million..........$24 million............ 2.9
Friendswood............................ $2.1 billion...........$2 billion........... $111 million.......... 5.5
Galveston.................................. $4.9 billion.........$.4.5 billion......... $354 million.......... 7.8
Hitchcock.................................$327 million.......$305 million..........$22 million............ 7.2
Jamaica Beach.......................$274 million.......$264 million.........$9.4 million .......... 3.6
Kemah.......................................$259 million.......$247 million..........$12 million ........... 4.8
La Marque..............................$679.4 million.....$642 million........$37.4 million ......... 5.8
Santa Fe....................................$609 million.......$579 million..........$30 million............ 5.1
Tiki Island.................................$343 million.......$309 million..........$34 million.............11
         
Entity 	 2014	 2013	 Increase 	 Percent
Clear Creek ISD.........................$5.7 billion.........$5.4 billion...........$346 million.......... 6.4
College of the Mainland.......$9.7 billion.........$9.2 billion...........$437 million.......... 4.7
Dickinson ISD...........................$2.9 billion.........$2.8 billion...........$148 million.......... 5.3
Friendswood ISD.....................$2.4 billion.........$2.2 billion...........$122 million.......... 5.3
Galveston College ..................$5.9 billion.........$5.6 billion...........$388 million............7
Galveston ISD...........................$5.8 billion.........$5.4 billion...........$390 million.......... 7.2
High Island ISD.........................$82 million.........$78 million............ $3 million............ 4.9
Hitchcock ISD......................... $568 million......$520 million..........$47 million........... 9.2
La Marque ISD..........................$1.5 billion.........$1.4 billion............$83 million........... 5.7
Santa Fe ISD.............................$1.18 billion........$1.1 billion............$74 million........... 6.7
Texas City ISD............................$3.9 billion.........$3.8 billion...........$101 million.......... 2.7

SOURCE: Galveston Central Appraisal District Preliminary Values 2014  
All numbers rounded.

ordinance that make it 
easier on law enforce-
ment to seek charges 
after a dog attack. The 
change in language 
would also make it eas-
ier to declare a dog as 
dangerous, Kramm said.

“What you have to de-
cide is whether you want 
a dog (that’s been de-
termined to be vicious) 
to remain in your city,” 
Kramm said.

He offered his person-
al views that if one of his 
dogs attacked one of his 
children the dog would 
no longer be alive. 

The chief also offered 
other possible changes 
should council members 
decide to even make 
owning a dog deemed 
dangerous or vicious 
less appealing in the 
city, including designat-
ing a dog as dangerous 
after only one biting in-
cident, a more thorough 
registration process for 
dangerous animals, ap-
plying a hefty dangerous 
animal fee and even ban-
ning animals deemed 
dangerous from being in 

the city.
Councilman Dan 

Becker suggested even 
tougher measures for 
owners of pit bulls.

Citing statistics from 
dogbites.org, an advoca-
cy group that tracks dog 
attacks in the United 
States, Becker noted that 
more than 80 percent of 
dog attacks that result in 
bodily injury come from 
pit bulls.

Becker suggested as 
an example making pit 
bull owners post a cash 
bond.

The city attorney 
pointed out that while 
the city could adopt re-
strictions it cannot — by 
law — outright ban the 
ownership of any spe-
cific breed of dog.

Councilman Todd 
Kinsey suggested that 

the city could take steps 
to make it “cost prohibi-
tive” to own a pit bull.

While the council 
seems set to adopt some 
new restrictions, Coun-
cilwoman Heidi Thiess 
cautioned that any 
changes “are reactionary 
and not preventive.”

She pointed out that 
dog owners are as much 
a part of the problem as 
the dogs themselves. The 
dog that attacked Mack-
enzi Plass and her moth-
er, Chelsi Camp, 23, was 
a put bull that belongs to 
Camp’s boyfriend.

“You can’t legislate stu-
pid,” she said.

It may be two weeks 
before the City Coun-
cil formally addresses 
changes to how danger-
ous animals are handled.

Contact Mainland Editor 
T.J. Aulds at 409-683-5334 or 
tjaulds@galvnews.com.
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ment and of having 
their utilities cut off by 
the Propes. 

Christopher and 
Laura Propes have de-
nied those claims and 
have said the problems 
lay with the tenants 
and with Barnes. 

Barnes has said he 
had no idea the poor 
condition the apart-
ments had reached. 
He said he is trying 
to bring the property 
back up to code and 

having the tenants sign 
proper leases. 

Christopher Propes 
said he and his wife 
have moved off the 
property and do not 
want to move back. But 
Propes said he is upset 
that Barnes has signed 
new leases for a prop-
erty Propes said he was 
still leasing. 

“It’s still my proper-
ty,” Propes said. 

Contact reporter Chris-
topher Smith Gonzalez 
at 409-683-5314 or chris.
gonzalez@galvnews.com. 
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Mistake affects 
62 substitutes 
for Hitchcock 
By T.J. AULDS
The Daily News

»» HITCHCOCK
More than 60 sub-

stitute teachers will get 
a year of free identity 
theft protection after 
a file containing their 
personal informa-
tion — including ad-
dresses and Social Se-
curity numbers — was 
emailed to district em-
ployees.

Last month the dis-
trict sent an email to its 
214 employees about its 
planned service awards 
presentation, Superin-
tendent Barbara Der-
rick said. 

“Somehow, and we 
aren’t sure how, that got 
attached to that email,” 
Derrick said.

The file contained 
the names, addresses, 
Social Security num-
bers and other per-
sonal information of 62 
substitute teachers. The 
email was sent March 
20, but the district was 
unaware the file was 
attached until the next 
day, Derrick said.

She said when the 
mistake was discov-
ered, the district’s in-
formation technology 

director attempted to 
recall as many of the 
emails as possible. A 
recall would delete 
some of the emails but 
not those that had been 
opened.

The district followed 
by sending a certified 
letter to the 62 part-
time teachers offering 
them a year of identity 
theft protection. 

Derrick said she was 
uncertain how much 
the services from Legal 
Shield would cost. Ac-
cording to the compa-
ny’s website, plans cost 
from $19.95 to $29.95 a 
month per person.

The district’s costs 
would be lower per 
person because so 
many people would be 
included, Derrick said.

“At first it was pro-
posed that we provide 
just six months,” she 
said. “But I insisted that 
we provide the best 
plan and for a longer 
length of time.”

So far there are no re-
ports of anyone having 
their personal informa-
tion stolen or used im-
properly, Derrick said.

Of the 62 substitute 
teachers affected, 23 
have so far taken ad-
vantage of district’s of-
fer, Derrick said.

Contact Mainland Editor 
T.J. Aulds at 409-683-5334 
or tjaulds@galvnews.com.

Teachers’ personal 
info mistakenly 
sent in mass email

At a glance
Some possible changes to 	

League City’s vicious animals ordnance
»» Implement mandatory microchipping of any 

animal meeting the definition of dangerous, vicious 
or mischievous.
»» Require more thorough registration procedures 

for dangerous animals to include color photographs.
»» Mandate sterilization of any animal declared 

dangerous.
»» Provide the dangerous animal with a fluorescent 

yellow collar visible at 50 feet in normal daylight 
and attach a fluorescent orange tag provided by the 
Animal Control Division to the collar that is worn at 
all times.
»» Require payment of a dangerous animal permit fee 

to help cover the administrative and equipment costs 
associated with registering a dangerous animal.
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