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ENTERTAINMENT
Catch the latest in weekend entertainment 
with Angela Taylor-Wilson’s Hot Ticket column

» Coming Friday

By T.J. AULDS
The Daily News

»» GALVESTON
Brandon Eubanks isn’t 

quite finished with his 
studies at ITT Techni-
cal Institute but knows 
if he wants to land a 
good-paying job when 
he graduates, it doesn’t 
hurt to get a foot in the 
workforce door.

That’s why the 25-year-
old League City resident 
and his friend Steven 
Walsh, 26, of Webster 
were stopping by ev-
ery booth at last week’s 
Oceans of Opportunity 
Job Fair. The two were 

looking for internships 
in the information tech-
nology fields.

They have at least 
7,000 reasons to do so. 
That is how many new 

jobs in information 
technology were created 
in Texas in the past year, 
making it one of the fast-
est growing segments of 
the workforce.

So as the friends 
walked by the NASA-
Johnson Space Center 
booth at the job fair in 

Job market continues to grow
Oceans of Opportunity job fair bigger this year; statement down to 5.7%

Texas job growth
Industry	 New jobs Jan. 2013	 Percentage 
		  to Jan. 2014	 change

Mining and Logging 
(includes oil and gas-related jobs)	 15,800	 +5.6%

Construction	 26,000	 +4.3%

Trade, Transportation, Utilities	 77,300	 +3.5%

Information Technology	 7,000	 +3.5%

Total private sector	 293,900	 +3.2%

SOURCE: Texas Workforce Commission

By Galveston  
Women’s Conference
Special to The Daily News

»» GALVESTON
Biz Breaks, a new 

feature included as part 
of this year’s Galves-
ton Chamber of Com-
merce’s 2014 Women’s 
Conference, will offer 
about a dozen presen-
tations specializing 
in topics as diverse as 
communicating with 
Generation X to lead-
ership and corporate 
culture.

The conference is 
hosted, in part, by the 
Galveston Chamber of 
Commerce.

It’s scheduled for 7:30 
a.m. April 11 at the 
Moody Gardens Con-
vention Center, 7 Hope 
Blvd.

The featured speaker 
is comedian Aisha Ty-
ler, host of “The Talk.”

Limited tickets are 

available at the Galves-
ton Chamber of Com-
merce.

The conference offers 
everything from health 
to business informa-
tion and offers women 
an opportunity to net-
work.

Biz Breaks will be 10- 
to 15-minute presenta-
tions that cover a vari-
ety of business-related 
topics — some of them 
testimonials from area 
business owners about 
their challenges at 
starting and maintain-
ing a business.

This inaugural annu-
al Biz Breaks portion of 
the Galveston Women’s 
Conference is a means 
of sharing informa-
tion with women who 
might want to own 
their own business or 
who could use infor-
mation on improving 

Women’s Conference  
to debut Biz Breaks

C ould it H-E-
B? An intrigu-
ing bit of gro-

cery gossip is making 
the rounds that H-E-B 
plans to demolish the 
87,237-square-foot 
building at Palmer 
Shopping Center, just 
east of state Highway 
146 and north of 
Palmer Highway, in 
Texas City and build a 
new store in its place.

And word has it 
that the store will be a 
bigger, better H-E-B 
than the one operating 
at 918 20th St. N. in 
Texas City.

That’s especially 
interesting, because 
ever since H-E-B 
bought the property — 
long ago occupied by 
Kmart — in late 2011, 
speculation swirled 
that the San Antonio-
based grocery would 
build a Joe V’s Smart 
Shop, a no-frills 
format known for low 
prices.

Others have specu-
lated H-E-B would 
build a Mi Tienda, 
Spanish for “My Store,” 
which offers products 
favored by Hispanic 
shoppers, at the site.

H-E-B has been 
mum about any plans 
for the property.

Sources this week 
said the grocer plans to 
not only develop an H-
E-B but also add more 
retail space at the site.

H-E-B officials didn’t 
immediately respond 
to Buzz inquiries late 
Wednesday.

Texas City Mayor 
Matt Doyle also 
could not confirm the 
rumors. But Doyle said 
he would be thrilled 
if H-E-B replaced its 
aging store at 918 20th 
Street in Texas City. If 
H-E-B builds a bigger, 
better store in Texas 
City, its local employ-
ees could keep their 
jobs, he said.

H-E-B reportedly 
has been shopping 
potential sites on the 
mainland and recently 

Has H-E-B finally 
settled plans for a 
Texas City store?

Biz Buzz
Laura 
Elder is a 
reporter 
for The 
Daily 
News. 
Biz Buzz 

appears Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Email your tips 
and suggestions to laura.
elder@galvnews.com.

Photos by KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News
ABOVE: Robert Hockley, left, pictured with Letrell Boyd, created the new G County Apparel line to “represent 
the 409.” BELOW RIGHT: A variety of G County Apparel is on sale at Fierce Boutique in Texas City. BOTTOM: 
Carla Lowe-Smith, owner of Fierce Boutique, puts out new G County Apparel on the racks on Friday.

By ANGELA TAYLOR-WILSON
The Daily News

Robert Hockley grew up in 
Galveston during a time when 
drugs and gangs were rampant 

throughout the isle.
And with that, he got caught 

up in things that were sure to 
land him in prison — and did.

Representing 409
Hockley’s G County Apparel 
is ‘symbol of empowerment’
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»» FRIENDSWOOD
The Friendswood 

Chamber of Commerce 
will have its Kick Start 
Your Day Networking 
Breakfast from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. today at its of-
fices, 1100A S. Friends- 
wood Drive. The cost is $7.

Call 281-482-3329 or 
visit www.friendswood 
chamber.com.

»» TEXAS CITY
The Galveston 

County Small Business 
Development Center 
will offer a free lunch 
and learn from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. today at 

8419 Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway.

Visit www.gcsbdc.com 
or call 409-933-1414.

»» SANTA FE
The Galveston 

Chamber of Commerce 
will have its After-5 
Business Mixer from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. today 
at Haak Vineyards and 
Winery, 6310 Ave. T.

RSVP at ekay@galeston 
chamber.com or 409-
763-5326.

»» GALVESTON
The Galveston Ladies 

Business Lunch Group 
will meet at noon Tuesday 
at Landry’s Seafood Restau-
rant, 5310 Seawall Blvd.

Email jonileeh@yahoo.
com or call 409-443-1052.
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