
OUR VIEW

Brian Maxwell, 
Galveston’s interim 
city manager, has a 

back-of-the-envelope plan 
for a new 27th Street cor-
ridor that would redefine 
Kermit Courville Stadium.

Part of the plan is easy 
to imagine. It’s built with 
bricks and mortar.

The other part of the 
plan is a bit tougher to 
imagine. It’s built with 
things such as trust, part-
nerships and cooperation.

Let’s start with the easy 
part.

Old, historic stadiums 
can be attractive places 
to gather. If you doubt 
that, try getting a ticket to 
Wrigley Field in Chicago 
or Fenway Park in Boston.

Both stadiums are old and 
historic — and well kept. 
Part of the attraction is the 
character and atmosphere.

Suppose the city worked 
with the school district 
on Courville. What might 
that look like?

The city could abandon 
Avenue N, Avenue M and 
28th Street in the blocks 
around the stadium. The 
idea is to increase the sta-
dium’s footprint.

The area to the south 
would become a plaza that 
links to Kempner Park. 
Picture a grassy, lighted 
area where fans could 
tailgate before and after 
games. Picture trees, pic-
nic areas — maybe even a 

sculpture of Tuffy Tor, the 
Ball High mascot. It would 
be the entryway to the 
stadium.

To the north, picture 
an area for bus parking 
where Avenue M is now. 
Picture new locker rooms, 
a concession area and 
restrooms. The vacant lot 
at the north end of the 
stadium would be paved 
and landscaped.

Worried about money?
Well, the school district 

might have some money 
for renovations, and 
the city has its 4B sales 
tax, administered by the 
Industrial Development 
Corporation.

Suppose the city began 
to use some of that money 
to help with this project. 
Suppose it began to buy 
some of the surrounding 
properties, west and north 
to Avenue K, focusing 
on dilapidated properties 
that could be converted to 
green space.

The city could also use 
4B revenue to improve 
the 27th Street corridor 
between Avenues O and K 
with sidewalks and deco-
rative lighting on both 
sides.

Why stop there?
Twenty-seventh Street is 

one of the major corridors 
connecting the Seawall to 
Broadway. If you haven’t 
figured out it’s a main 
entry to the Pleasure Pier 

parking area, you’re be-
hind on the news.

Eventually, this renewal 
could run to Broadway, 
giving visitors a route to a 
renovated, historic sta-
dium.

Maxwell’s summary of 
the advantages:

• It could be done for a 
fraction of the total cost of 
a new stadium.

• It would invest capital 
into a neighborhood that 
desperately needs it.

• It would complement 
one of the city’s finest 
parks.

• It may also make 
Kermit Courville more of 
a venue, rather than just 
a football stadium. It also 
would preserve history.

That’s an attractive idea 
— and it’s easy to picture.

The hard part?
It would take a lot of 

cooperation — school dis-
trict, city, Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation.

And, since the money 
would be spent in one 
council district, it would 
require at least a tempo-
rary suspension of the 
mentality that sees capital 
funds divided so that each 
district gets its cut.

Do you think Galveston 
can beat that “divide by 
six” mentality?

The idea suggests the 
kinds of things that would 
be possible if Galveston can.

• Heber Taylor

Can you picture a 
stadium corridor?

From the archives of The 
Daily News for March 30:

 » In 1914, the Sunset Eleva-
tor, owned by the Southern 
Pacific Terminal Co., sus-
tained heavy damage in 
an explosion that occurred 
near the water front.

 » In 1914, the Sunset Cen-
tral Lines offered a special 
price on fare to Colonist 
Rate, Calif. A one-way 
ticket cost $33.95.

 » In 1964, psychotherapy 
researchers at the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical 
Branch released a text 
about curing juvenile 
delinquents using family 
therapy. “Multiple Impact 
Therapy with Families” was 
based on the results of a 
six-year study.

 » In 1964, a small crowd 
of 350 people attended 
the El Mina Temple Shrine 
Circus at the Galveston 
Public School Stadium. A 
parade of 22 human and 

animal acts performed 
during the two hour show.

 » In 1989, U.S. Coast 
Guard officials in Galves-
ton sympathized with their 
Alaskan counterparts as 
they struggled to combat 
an oil spill. Just five years 
before, the British tanker 
Alvenus dumped over 
three million gallons of oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico and 
the sludge made a beeline 
for Galveston.
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Tailgating areas

Under the proposal by Interim City Manager Brian Maxwell, 
the city would close 28th Street between avenues M and N. 
It also would close the two avenues between 27th and 28th 
streets. There would be sidewalks and decorative lighting on 
both sides of 27th Street.

* Proposal would renovate the stadium to include new 
locker rooms, press boxes, concession stands and restrooms.

SOURCE: Brian Maxwell DAVE MATHEWS/The Daily News
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Photos by JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
1: The corner of 28th Street and Avenue M looking east toward 27th Street. 2: The corner of 27th Street 
and Avenue M looking south. 3: The corner of 27th Street and Avenue N looking west. 4: The corner of 
28th Street and Avenue N looking north to Avenue M.

3.4.

Recently, I met 
the two most 
interesting 

people in the world. The 
unexpected thing is, 
however, they both are 
my children.

My wife and I are 
finding this new stage 
of life, “empty nesting” 
as it is called, simply 
fascinating. While we 
knew we’d be enjoying 
a journey of rediscover-
ing each other, we didn’t 
expect to find our newly 
minted adult children 
so fascinating. Both our 
son and daughter have 
come a long way from 
LEGOS and Barbie 
dolls.

I remember years 
ago looking at a pho-
tograph taken of our 
kids and realizing how 
much they’d physically 
changed over the course 
of a couple years. At the 
time, our son was prob-
ably about 10, his sister 
a few years behind him.

Looking at the pic-
ture I noticed our son 
was now a bit taller, his 
shoulders a bit more 
square and athletic. 
Sitting next to him in 
the photo, his sister 
still displayed her gusto 
for life with a brilliant 
smile, but she, too, was 
beginning to physically 
change.

These evolutions are 
almost invisible when 
viewed on a daily basis. 
So small and impercep-
tible, they are almost 
like watching blades of 
grass growing in your 
front yard. Parenting is 
like this as well — we 
are simply too close to 
the moment to recog-
nize the changes going 
on before our eyes.

Only now, what my 
wife and I recognize 
cannot be measured 
with a yardstick or 
pencil markings on 
the kitchen door case-
ment. The dramatic 
changes we see are now 
occurring in the world 
located between the ears 
and behind the eyes of 
our kids.

I guess this is what 
this next stage holds for 
us as parents — recog-
nizing the changes with 
our kids are no longer 
easily identifiable from 
the outside.

The growth and 

maturity is now an 
intellectual and men-
tal evolution. And the 
separation of time and 
distance between us 
now will only accelerate 
our awareness of this 
natural progression.

After picking up our 
daughter at the airport 
earlier this month, we 
found ourselves sitting 
down for dinner at a 
local restaurant. While 
I could see she’d again 
changed her hairstyle 
and color (an ongoing 
evolution), there was 
something much differ-
ent in the air about her.

No longer was her 
focus on her cellphone 
or what her friends were 
doing nearly a thousand 
miles away. Instead, she 
was leaning into our 
conversations and ask-
ing very insightful ques-
tions about world events 
— once even beating 
me to the very question 
I was about to ask.

The same thing 
happened a few weeks 
before with her brother. 
For both, the scope and 
range of their interests 
has changed dramati-
cally. The questions they 
asked were thought-
ful and intellectually 
challenging. I honestly 
thought I was meeting a 
brand new person each 
time a conversation 
broke out.

Suddenly, a familiar 
feeling came across me. 
I realized I was looking 
at that old photograph 
again — only now the 
changes occurring were 
hidden behind their 
beautiful eyes and the 
time and distance now 
separating us.

Our son and daughter 
are indeed new people 
— light years removed 
from LEGOS and 
Barbie dolls. And all I 
can say is I can’t wait to 
discover who we’ll meet 
next time.

Meeting strangers 
with familiar faces

Leonard Woolsey
Leonard 
Woolsey is 
the pub-
lisher of The 
Galveston 
County 
Daily News. 

You can reach him at leon 
ard.woolsey@galvnews.com.
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