
A fter an ini-
tially weak re-
sponse by the 

NFL and victim blam-
ing by the Baltimore 
Ravens, pro football 
player Ray Rice was 
finally dropped from 
his team for knocking 
his wife (then fiancee) 
unconscious. It has 
been more than 100 
days since the inci-
dent, and he was cut 
loose by his team only 
after a video clearly 
showed him knocking 
her out.

The video of Rice 
dragging his victim’s 
body out of the elevator 
wasn’t enough to war-
rant this punishment. 
Apparently, NFL of-
ficials needed to see the 
punch. Some, including 
Rice, argued that he 
acted in defense. The 
Ravens tweeted, “Janay 
Rice says she deeply 
regrets the role that she 
played the night of the 
incident.”

Sound familiar? 
That’s because women 
in abusive relation-
ships have heard this 
all before — “Why 
did you marry him?”; 
“Why do you stay?”; 
“What did you do to 
make him so angry?” 

And rarely do 
women in violent rela-
tionships have a video 
to document what 
happened to them.

While violence 
perpetrated by pro 
athletes may demand 
disproportionate at-
tention, we must be 
careful not to forget 
that domestic violence 
is a very real problem 
that affects our sisters, 
daughters, mothers, 
colleagues and neigh-
bors. 

According to the 
2010 National In-

timate Partner and 
Sexual Violence Sur-
vey, nearly 25 percent 
of women will experi-
ence severe physical 
violence at the hands 
of an intimate partner 
during her lifetime. 
Ten percent will be 
raped by a boyfriend 
or husband. Many of 
these victims suf-
fer from debilitating 
mental and physical 
health consequences 
as a result, and several 
hundred are murdered 
each and every year.

By focusing on the 
latest football player or 
MMA fighter (see Jona-
than Paul Koppenhav-
er, AKA War Machine), 
I worry that domestic 
violence becomes “their 
problem” and we lose 
sight of the fact that 
someone in your family 
is more likely to perpe-
trate or be victimized 
by a partner than is a 
professional athlete. 
In fact, a statistician 
at fivethirtyeight.com 
noted that, while NFL 
players were arrested 
for domestic violence 
more than they were 
arrested for most other 
crimes, their rates were 
still about half of what 

is seen in the gen-
eral population (http://
fivethirtyeight.com/
datalab/the-rate-of-do-
mestic-violence-arrests-
among-nfl-players/).

Whether it happens 
later tonight or next 
week, by the time a 
pro athlete abuses his 
partner, thousands of 
American women will 
be suffering in silence.

When you compare 
the relatively light sen-
tence initially handed 
to Rice for beating 
his fiancee against the 
harsh penalty given to 
Michael Vick for dog 
fighting it made me 
wonder if the NFL val-
ued the lives of dogs 
over that of women. 

But then, why 
should we hold the 
NFL to a higher 
standard than we hold 
ourselves? In many 
states, animal shelters 
drastically outnum-
ber those for victims 
of domestic violence. 
And in Texas, about 
a third of women will 
experience family 
violence in their life-
time and more than 
100 will be killed by 
their partner this year 
alone. Due to already 
overtaxed resources 
and lack of space, 
about 25 percent of 
women seeking shel-

ter from an abusive 
partner will be turned 
away. 

Despite the fact 
that Ray McDonald 
of the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, who was 
charged with felony 
domestic violence 
last week, was able to 
play on opening day, 
the NFL is moving in 
the right direction. 
Its representatives 
recently apologized 
for the light penalty 
given to Rice and have 
since adopted stron-
ger punishments for 
future family violence 
infractions, while also 
implementing pre-
ventive policies and 
outreach efforts. 

We would do well by 
replicating the cor-
rective actions of the 
NFL by apologizing 
to victims of domestic 
violence for our lack 
of adequate attention 
to this matter and for 
putting the onus on 
them. Rather than 
asking “Why doesn’t 
she just leave?” we 
should be asking, 
“What can I do to 
help?” Then, let’s work 
to increase funding 
for domestic violence 
shelters and preven-
tion programs aimed 
at eradicating violence 
against women.

So the next time you 
hear of a pro football, 
basketball, or base-
ball player beating up 
or killing his wife, I 
hope your thought is 
not “wow, the NFL/
NBA/MLB needs to 
get a handle on that.” 
Instead, I hope you 
think, “wow, we as 
Americans really need 
to get a handle on 
this.”

From the archives of The 
Daily News for Sept. 10:

 » In 1914, city commis-
sioners, Galveston labor 
leaders and committees 
from Galveston Com-
mercial Association and 
Galveston Merchants 
Association met to discuss 
a relief plan for the city’s 
unemployed.

 » In 1914, Mary E. Wood 
arrived to take charge of 
United Charities.

 » In 1964, Texas Maritime 
Academy was to host an 
open house at its facilities, 
at Fort Crockett, to offi-
cially open the fall semes-
ter at the academy.

 » In 1964, a proposed 
junior college in Galveston 
County was endorsed by 
board of directors of the La 
Marque Chamber of Com-
merce and League of United 
Latin American Citizens, 
Galveston Council 151.

 » In 1989, U.S. Rep. Jack 
Brooks met with members 
of Galveston County’s Jew-
ish community to discuss a 
variety of issues.

 » In 1989, Galveston 
Mayor Jan Coggeshall 
released 12 priority goals 
for the next year’s United 
States Conference of May-
ors, as set by the executive 
committee. “These are the 
goals which will be pre-
sented to President Bush 
and Congress on behalf of 
American cities for 1990,” 
Coggeshall said.

From Staff Reports

Another sum-
mer season is 
in the books, 

and downtown Galves-
ton is close to being 
back to pre-Hurricane 
Ike conditions, if not 
better. Our annual 
visitors to the island 
are saying as much. As 
a downtown business 
owner, I am confronted 
with the question year 
after year, “Where are 
the trolleys?” I have 
been asking that same 
question myself.

The trolleys are a great 
way to connect tourists 
on the seawall to down-
town and vice versa. 
When I moved to the 
island in 2004, a major 
factor in selecting my 
home on 25th Street was 
that it was on the trolley 
route. In fact, that was a 
big selling point by my 
Realtor. I enjoyed seeing 
the trolley pass in front 
of my house every day, 
and it was always a bit 
of nostalgia that added 
to the historical allure of 
the island.

We all know that the 
trolleys were disabled 
after the storm, but 
what many of you might 
not know is that the 
city has received fund-
ing from the Federal 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to bring 
the trolleys back. Why 
hasn’t this happened? 
The city has $7 mil-
lion to restore the four 
streetcars. That is more 
than enough to restore 
the cars and track to 
pre-Hurricane Ike con-
dition.

In the last mayoral 
election, I told myself 
that I would support the 
candidate that would 
endorse bringing back 
the trolleys. I posed the 
question to all of the 
candidates on their re-

spective Facebook pages 
and all, without excep-
tion, said they would 
not support restoring 
the rail trolleys, but were 
in favor of rubber-tire 
trolleys.

This would not only 
entail refunding the $7 
million, it would also 
add the cost of pur-
chasing the rubber-tire 
trolleys and removing 
the eight miles of track 
from the streets at a 
cost of several mil-
lion dollars. Accord-
ing to the city council 
workshop on June 26, 
when you remove the 
track, you’ll have to 
repave the street and 
you can’t just fill the 
gap. You have to repave 
the entire street. What 
will that cost the city? 
Several more million 
dollars, I’m sure.

The opponents to 
bringing back the 
streetcars will say that 
the trolley system oper-
ated in a deficit and it 
is not worth bringing 
them back. I say if they 
are ran like a business 
with a reasonable fare 
and run on schedule 
so islanders, as well as 
tourists, know when 
they will arrive and 
where the destinations 
are, along with advertis-
ing revenue, the trolleys 
can be not only lucrative 
but a prosperous and 
added attraction to our 
already unique destina-
tion for tourists.

Where are 
the trolleys?
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Guest column
Clyde Wood 
is owner 
of The 
Witchery 
Metaphysi-
cal Books 
and Gifts 

Shop in Galveston.

From  
the files
 
of Texas’ oldest  
newspaper

Guest column
Jeff R. 
Temple is 
a licensed 
psycholo-
gist and 
associate 
profes-
sor in the 

Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at the 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston. He is 
vice chairman of the Texas 
Task Force on Domestic 
Violence.

Recently a young girl, 
no more than 8 or 
9, clutched a copy 

of The Daily News close to 
her chest. She was standing 
in line with a group of other 
classmates. All held a news-
paper in their hands. 

“I want to take this home 
and show my parents,” she 
said.

Sometimes we forget not 
everyone enjoys easy access 
to reading materials.

This Saturday you — and 
your feet — can help make 
a difference.

The Daily News Press 
Run, which is on the island 
this weekend, is the larg-
est road race in Galveston 
County benefiting and 
promoting reading materi-
als in local classrooms. The 
race, which includes 10K, 
5K, and 1K events, is open 
to runners and walkers of 
all ages and abilities. 

“We are so excited to 
keep this tradition alive,” 
Circulation Director  
Yvonne Mascorro said. 
“The proceeds from this 
race directly fund reading 
materials going into the 

hands of students through-
out our community.”

Each day, at the request 
of local teachers and 
schools, The Daily News 
delivers newspapers for 
use in classrooms. While 
some classrooms may 
study current events, 
others may search for 
different words or read 
the comics. Regardless, 
in each case, the habit of 
reading is being created. 
And as everyone knows, 
there is a direct relation-

ship between a person’s 
challenge to reading and 
the obstacles he or she 
may face in life.

So this weekend, as hun-
dreds of runners lace up 
their shoes to race across 
the Galveston Causeway, 
remember they are doing 
this for a reason beyond 
a T-shirt. They, and the 
many local businesses be-
hind the event, are literally 
making a difference in the 
lives of local children — 
one step at a time.

The Daily News Press Run 
helps schools teach reading

Want to join in?
Registration is open through Thursday. To participate, call 409-

683-5261.

Health is the greatest gift, 
contentment the greatest wealth, 
faithfulness the best relationship.

- Buddha

Ray Rice holds hands with 
his wife, Janay Palmer, 
in May. AP PHOTO/Mel 
Evans, File

Domestic violence has a football problem
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