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The Obama 
administra-
tion is hyping 

the unemployment 
rate reduction from 7.8 
percent to 5.9 percent. 
The reduction is used as 
proof of the President’s 
successful economic 
policies. A peek behind 
the numbers tells a dif-
ferent story.

Those Americans who 
have stopped looking 
for work are not includ-
ed in the figures. While 
they may be unem-
ployed, they are not part 
of the unemployment 
rate. They are described 
by Bureau of Labor as 
“persons who believe 
no job is available” AKA 
“discouraged workers.”

From 1994 until the 
end of the Bush admin-
istration, the annual 
number of discouraged 
workers averaged 
380,000. Under the 
Obama Administration 
that number is 850,000. 
But let’s play fair — 
President Obama was 
not in office when the 
titans of Wall St. crashed 
the economy.

Let’s give 100 percent 
of President Obama’s 
first term “discouraged 
worker” figures to Presi-
dent Bush. That results 
in an annual average 
of 564,000 discouraged 
workers under President 
Bush. Under President 
Obama’s second term 
the figure is still 850,000 
— no change. President 
Obama’s second term 
has experienced no 
positive change in the 
number of Discouraged 
Workers.

If we take a more 
direct approach to the 
nation’s employment 
condition we might use 
the “employment to 
population” ratio. A pic-
ture is worth a thousand 
words.

The President’s own 
census bureau adds 
more clarity to the 
picture. 

Its 2013 annual report 
showed that America’s 
median income in 2013 
is still 4.6 percent below 
2008 levels, and 8.7 per-
cent below the all-time 
peak level reached in 
1999. 

That same census re-
port also shows that 5.5 
million more people are 
living in poverty in 2013 
than in 2008.

Democrats point 

out, ad nauseam, that 
President Obama inher-
ited the Bush recession. 
True. But President 
Bush dealt with the 
Clinton stock market 
bubble and the eco-
nomic effects of the 9/11 
terror attacks. Clinton 
inherited the aftereffects 
of the first President 
Bush’s recession. Reagan 
inherited the Carter 
recession. From Presi-
dents Reagan through 
W. Bush — all of their 
second term employ-
ment figures frankly 
blow away President 
Obama’s performance.

Given the discour-
aged worker figures, the 
employment divided by 
population graph, me-
dian income levels and 
the increase in poverty 
figures — it’s clear that 
the President’s econom-
ic miracle is more myth 
than fact.

Ironically, America’s 
employment picture 
would be much, much 
worse if not for the 
shining bright spot of 
the great state of Texas, 
which has accounted 
for a disproportionately 
larger share of the total 
net jobs created during 
President Obama’s two 
terms.

Luckily for Republi-
cans, Texans are looking 
around and are liking 
what they see. Polling 
shows that this Novem-
ber, Texas Democrats 
are heading for the 
worst thrashing of any 
state in the nation. The 
coming victory will be 
celebrated, but with it 
comes a massive re-
sponsibility.

Texas Republicans will 
have to prove that they 
cannot only provide 
Texans with economic 
prosperity but also with 
economic justice. 

If Texas Republi-
cans can do that, they 
will have provided the 
American voter with a 
bulletproof case for a 
Republican Presidential 
victory in 2016.

U.S. unemployment 
rate reduction isn’t 
as great as it seems

The United 
States Depart-
ment of Labor 

announced the 2014 of-
ficial theme of National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month: 
“Expect, Employ, 
Empower.” Observed 
in October, National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month is a 
nationwide campaign 
that raises aware-
ness about disability 
employment issues 
and honors the many 
diverse contributions of 
America’s workers with 
disabilities. 

This year’s theme 
conveys that advanc-
ing disability employ-
me nt is about much 
more than just hiring. 
It’s about creating a 
continuum of inclu-
sion. And the first step 
on this continuum is 
expectation.

National Disability 
Employment Aware-
ness Month traces its 
history to 1945, when 
Congress declared the 
first week in October 
each year National 
Employ the Physically 
Handicapped Week. In 
1962, the word “physi-
cally” was deleted to 

acknowledge the needs 
and contributions of 
individuals with all 
types of disabilities. In 
1988, Congress ex-
panded the week to a 
month and adopted its 
current name. Upon its 
establishment in 2001, 
the Office of Disability 
Employment Policy 
assumed responsibility 
for National Disability 
Employment Aware-
ness Month, including 
the selection of its an-
nual theme. Although 
National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness 
Month is recognized 
in October, its theme is 
announced each spring 
to assist workplaces, 
individuals and com-
munities across the 
nation in planning.

Gov. Rick Perry is en-
couraging all Texans to 
recognize the strengths 
that people with dis-

abilities can bring to 
our workforce, our 
community and our 
state as a whole by pro-
claiming October to be 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month in 
Texas, and urge the 
appropriate recognition 
whereof.

Vocational Guidance 
Services has been pro-
viding services to people 
with disabilities for over 
10 years in Galveston, 
Brazoria and Harris 
county. We are now 
offering services to Fort 
Bend and Chambers 
county. Our mission is 
threefold: (1) to identify 
and provide access to 
employment support 
services for people with 
disabilities; (2) to provide 
a variety of employment-
related activities that will 
prepare for a successful 
job placement and the 
retention of meaningful 
employment; and (3) to 
encourage and enhance 
personal development, 
self-empowerment and 
self-sufficiency. 

Our consumers are 
referred to us by Texas 
Department of Assis-
tive and Rehabilitative 
Services, and Social 
Security Administra-

tion, Ticket To Work 
Program.

Vocational Guidance 
Services is hosting its 
fifth annual “Worker of 
the Year” award recep-
tion in observance of 
National Disability 
Employment Aware-
ness Month. 

Vocational Guidance 
Services will recognize 
and present awards to 
employers in Galves-
ton, Brazoria and Har-
ris counties, who have 
provided employment 
opportunities for per-
sons with disabilities, as 
well as employees that 
have made an out-
standing contribution 
in the workplace. 

The event will be at 2 
p.m. Oct. 23, at Charles 
T. Doyle Convention 
Center, 2010 5th Av-
enue North, Texas City. 
Speakers for this event 
will include Galveston 
County Commissioner 
Stephen D. Holmes, 
Judge Susan Criss, 
Susan Lindsey and Joe 
Bontke, to name a few. 
Please call 409-229-
1912 to RSVP, if you 
would like to attend. 
Space will be limited, 
so please RSVP no later 
than Friday.

Vocational Guidance Services to host 
fifth annual ‘Worker of Year’ reception
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On Tuesday morn-
ing, Rosenberg 
Library in 

Galveston was full of first 
graders. They’d come by 
bus on a field trip. They 
were excited.

Some were mesmerized 
by the video terminals in 
the children’s department. 
Others were jumping up 
and down, literally, as they 
learned how to check out 
books using electronic 
scanning machines.

That lesson on how to 
use the machines was 
made possible because 
each of the students had a 
library card.

We often get tied up in 
the news of the day. But, 
just for a minute, think of 
the long-term implications 
of putting a library card 
in the hands of every first 
grader in the public school 
district.

Some of us older folks 
got what education we 

have through libraries. 
Schools played a part. But 
for some people, the real 
process of education, the 
business of being a life-
long learner, started with a 
library.

This effort that brought 
the children to the library 
Tuesday is a good thing. 
For at least a few of those 
children, it will be a great 
thing. 

We ought to thank some 
of those who made it pos-
sible.

The children arrived on 
buses. The funding for 
those buses came from the 
Friends of the Rosenberg 
Library, who, incidentally, 
recently completed a suc-
cessful used book sale. 

The students got a tour 
of the library — and some 
personal attention — 
from the librarians. Karen 
Stanley, manager of the 
children’s department, 
and her co-workers are 

passionate about turning 
young people into young 
readers.

Jan Coggeshall, a former 
mayor who is president 
of the library’s board of 
directors, was watching 
the students on Tues-
day. She recalled Henry 
Rosenberg’s great gift of 
the library — the first such 
library in the state — to 
the people of Galveston. 
She observed that the pro-
gram to turn today’s first 
graders into tomorrow’s 
informed, curious and 
inquiring citizens seemed 
to be the kind of thing 
Rosenberg had in mind 
when he made that gener-
ous gift to the residents of 
his adopted hometown.

She’s right, of course. 
This is an example of good 
stewardship of an extraor-
dinary gift.

• Heber Taylor

Galveston’s library  
welcomes new patrons

The U.S. employment to population ratio looks like this. 
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU GRAPHIC

From the archives of 
The Daily News for Octo-
ber 15:

»» In 1914, the first cargo 
from San Francisco to 
Galveston via the Panama 
Canal was en route. 
The Galveston agent of 
Luckenbach Steamship 
Company received a wire 
from J. K. Arnsby Com-
pany of San Francisco to 
the effect that the steam-

ship Pleiades would be 
headed to Galveston with 
general cargo.

»» In 1914, a proposed 
mass meeting on a mu-
nicipal building site was 
abandoned by a special 
committee.

»» In 1964, it was an-
nounced that a blue-rib-
bon seminar on Galveston’s 
future water supply needs 

would be held the follow-
ing month at Galveston 
Chamber of Commerce.

»» In 1964, Justice of the 
Peace John O. Anderson 
died of a heart attack he 
suffered while fighting 
a grass fire in Hitchcock. 
Anderson was one of the 
organizers of the Hitchcock 
Independent School Dis-
trict and served as presi-
dent and member of the 

school board for 12 years.

»» In 1989, Galveston 
emergency manage-
ment officials continued 
to monitor Tropical 
Storm Jerry and were on 
standby, but they were 
optimistic that the isle 
would escape the worst 
of the storm.
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