
Youth Conservation Day
was yet another reason for
outdoor enthusiasts to meet
at the Gopher Campfire
Club Saturday.

Ideally situated for the
introduction of shooting
sports, the Gopher Camp-
fire Club site has several
shooting ranges, including
formally laid out setups for
shotgun trap and sporting
clay shooting and archery.

Area junior members of
the National Wild Turkey
Foundation (Jakes), Pheas-
ants Forever (Ringnecks),
Minnesota Deer Hunters
Association (Forkhorns)
and Conservation Partners
of America (Pinfeathers)
gathered to get a taste of
various shooting sports. 

Manned entirely by adult
volunteers from the various
organizations, Conservation
Day not only introduces
conservation activities but
is often the first contact
that kids have with
firearms.

The day is set up with
groups moving from activity
to activity, rotating on a
timed basis. 

At each site they get
some basic knowledge
about a particular sport, as
well as safety precautions
involved. 

Each child has a chance
to shoot at each station,
getting  a taste of the vari-
ous sports available. 

For safety purposes,
there’s a “line up and take
your turn” setup with an
adult instructor for each kid
shooting.

A couple of the sports –
archery and black power
guns – have a unique ap-
peal. 

At the archery range the
targets are not bulls-eyes,
but “full round” foam crit-
ters including an alligator
and cobra. 

At the black powder site
several of the adult assis-
tants were in period histori-
cal regalia representing the
black powder era. 

Originally, the groups

were mostly boys, but in re-
cent years, girls have been
well represented. 

A good share of these kids
may not grow up to be
hunters, but they do learn
that guns are not the evil
devices they’re often made
out to be, but should be re-
spected rather than feared. 

Moreover, they learn that
“real” guns are dangerous
and should never be treated
as toys.

Bill Resman writes a
monthly column for the In-
dependent  Review about
outdoor-related activities.

Bill
Resman

Columnist
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Youth spend Conservation Day
learning firearm safety skills

STAFF PHOTO BY BILL RESMAN

Like Mike Ose of Echo,
Minn., several of the assis-
tants with black-powder ri-
fles wore historical garb to
add to the period atmos-
phere.
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Shelbie Behnke of Litchfield is assisted with a black powder rifle by Mike Ross of Litch-
field during the Youth Conservation Day Saturday at Gopher Campfire Club.
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CEDAR MILLS KARTING

Results from Saturday
Shifters – 1. Bruce Olson, Kimball; 2. Ric Lit-

tle, Montrose; 3. Ryan Schmidt, St. Cloud.
Rookies – 1. Michael Rouna; 2. Austin

Bode, Green Isle; 3. Wyatt Borst, Cologne.
CMKA Junior I – 1. Brandon Dolman, Glen-

wood; 2. Kate Esser, Mayer; 3. Riley Carter,
Hutchinson.

CMKA Junior II – 1. David DeMenge, Med-
ina; 2. Dylan Williams, Willmar; 3. Mark Esser,
Mayer.

IKF Junior I – 1. Brandon Dolman, Glen-
wood; 2. Adam Winkelman, Kingston; 3.
Kegan Ahlquist, Pennock.

IKF Junior II – 1. Cameron Dauer, New Ulm;
2. Nathaniel Bracken, St. Bonifacius; 3. Nicole
Frederickson, Glencoe.

IKF Light – 1. Mike Reimer, Delano; 2. Tony
Rialson; 3. Kali Ahlquist, Pennock.

Masters – 1. Elizabeth Toepper, Hugo; 2.
Ross Powers, Atwater; 3. Ernie Williams, Will-
mar.

IKF Medium – 1. Chad Pearson, Chaska; 2.

Luke Covert, Willamr; 3. Caleb Grunzke,
Hutchinson.

Super Stock/Animal – 1. Randy Stanoch,
Kimball; 2. Luke Covert, Willmar; 3. Kali
Ahlquist, Pennock.

IKF Heavy – 1. Bill Ebert, Mound; 2. Buddy
Reimer, Delano; 3. Cheryl Borst, Cologne.

KRA SPEEDWAY
Results from Aug. 21
Midwest Modified – (Heat Winner) Zach

Schultz, Grove City; (Feature) 10. Pee Wee Kuh-
nau, Litchfield; 14. Ryan Bratz, Litchfield.

Midwest Modified – (Feature) 12. Jim Ny-
strom, Litchfield; 14. Matt Anderson, Atwater.

Mod-Fours – (Heat Winner) Adam Prieve,
Litchfield; (Feature) 7. Prieve.

Super Stock – (Feature) 2. Zach Schultz,
Grove City; 9. Gary Husmann, Litchfield; 10. Jay
Hedtke, Grove City.

Street Stock – (Heat Winner) Ryan Buer, At-
water; (Feature) 1. Buer; 3. Scott Paulson, Kim-
ball.

SOFTBALL
MEN’S THURSDAY SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

Results from Aug. 21: Litchfield Fire De-
partment 13, Vintage Viking Signs 9; CDS/An-
derson Chemical 25, TowMaster 17; Haug Im-
plement 25, Will’s Windows 15; Farmer’s
Daughter 12, Doosan Bobcat 2.
Standings
Home Agency/Tangen Ford 19-3
CDS/Anderson Chem. 18-4
Farmer’s Daughter 18-4
Ancestor Masonry 17-5

Eagles 13-9
MN Archery/WB Exteriors 13-9
Lfd. Bowling Center 12-10
Haug Implement 9-13
Vintage Viking Signs 9-13
VFW 9-13
TowMaster 8-14
Will’s Windows 8-14
Bobcat 7-15
Lfd Fire Department 5-17
Doosan Bobcat 0-22
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