
Hutchinson
Fire Department

The following are among calls for
assistance received by the Hutchinson
Fire Department:

NOV. 14: At 4:08 p.m., firefighters
were called to a pile of tree stumps
burning in Cedar Mills Township of
Meeker County along 110th Street. High
winds had pushed the fire into surround-
ing grass and brush. They were on the
scene more than 30 minutes.

NOV. 16: At 5:08 p.m., there was a
carbon monoxide alarm at a home in
Hutchinson Township along 234th Circle.
No carbon monoxide or gas was detect-
ed. The resident was advised to replace
the old detector.

NOV. 18: At 8:23 p.m., a grass fire in
Hutchinson Township in the 14000 block
of 210th Street set a wagon on fire.
Damage was estimated at $300. Fire-
fighters were on the scene about 15 min-
utes.

Hutchinson
Police Services

Hutchinson Police Services reported
the following incidents:

NOV. 11: At 12:39 p.m., Jean Staneart
of Sauk Rapids told police that someone
had witnessed a vehicle pulling a trailer
strike her 2004 Chevrolet while she was
at the Holiday gas station, 1016 State
Highway 15 S. The other vehicle was
determined to be a 1999 Chevrolet driv-
en by Thomas Zuhlsdorf of Sleepy Eye.
Staneart’s vehicle had light damage;
Zuhlsdorf’s was not damaged.

NOV. 12: At 3:48 p.m., a 13-year-old
Hutchinson girl was arrested for alleged-
ly shoplifting a compact disc worth $5.
She was booked, ticketed for theft and
released to her grandmother pending an
appearance in McLeod County Juvenile
Court.

At 5:26 p.m., employees at the Holi-
day gas station, 1016 State Highway 15
S., reported that the driver of a Ford
Windstar van had left without paying for
$45.85 worth of gasoline. The driver,
described in his 50s or 60s, with white
hair, had allegedly stolen gas three other
times. The employees were able to pro-
vide a license plate number and police
are investigating.

NOV. 13: At 1:30 p.m., a Walmart
employee reported seeing a customer
switch price tags on a number of baby
items and then pay with a credit card.
Using the card information, police are
seeking a theft charge against a 20-
year-old Belle Plaine woman.

NOV. 14: At 10:30 a.m., Michael Fre-
und, 22, of Hutchinson was arrested at
an apartment complex at 255 North
High Drive N.W. He was sought on a
McLeod County warrant for allegedly
failing to appear on a charge of no proof
of insurance. He was booked and taken
to the McLeod County Jail in Glencoe.

At 10:01 p.m., Ashley M. Paehlke of
Hutchinson was arrested at at apart-
ment complex at 215 Fourth Ave. N.E. on
a McLeod County warrant. She had
allegedly failed to appear in court on an
original charge of domestic assault. She
was booked and released on $500 bail.

NOV. 15: At 2:18 a.m., an officer on
patrol found glass shattered on the
street near 105 Second Ave. S.W. Upon
investigating, the officer found a red
Jeep Cherokee in the parking lot with a
window broken. The driver was contact-
ed. Nothing was apparently missing from
the Jeep and it appeared the glass on
the street may not have been from the
Jeep.

At 8:19 a.m., a 1999 Chevrolet driven
by Keith Bergin of Silver Lake collided
with a 2005 Ford driven by Elizabeth

Polchow of Hutchinson on State Highway
15 South near Freemont Avenue. Bergin’s
vehicle had moderate damage; Polchow’s
light. Bergin was ticketed for alleged
improper lane change.

At 9:20 a.m., the owner of a 1982
Chrysler Le Baron reported that some-
one had burned the front seat while it
was parked outside an apartment at 901
State Highway 15 S. The damage had
occurred sometime since Nov. 10. Dam-
age was estimated at $500.

At 1:30 p.m., a city leaf vacuum trail-
er and John Deere tractor driven by
Peter Dehn of Hutchinson backed into a
2010 Dodge driven by Yvonne Radunz of
Hutchinson in front of 965 Jefferson St.
S. There was light damage to the Radunz
vehicle and no damage to the vacuum
trailer.

At 3:17 p.m., officers responded to a
report of an assault in the 800 block of
Spruce Street Northeast. A female had
allegedly punched the driver of a vehicle
and the confrontation continued outside
the vehicle. Samantha J. Mikulecky, 18,
of Hutchinson, and a 17-year-old
Hutchinson girl were both issued tickets
for alleged fifth-degree assault.

Nov. 16: At 3:03 p.m., a 2009 Dodge
driven by Rosemary Schultz of Hutchin-
son rear-ended a 2008 Honda driven by
Elaina Brusvn of Kingman, Ariz. Both
had been southbound on Main Street
when Brusvn stopped because a vehicle
ahead of her was making a left turn onto
Fifth Avenue Southeast. Schultz was
issued a ticket for alleged inattentive
driving. Both vehicle sustained moderate
damage.

NOV. 17: At 10:37 a.m., a Hutchinson
girl reported the theft of an iPod worth
$250 at Hutchinson High School.

At 11:44 a.m., a small tire, heater,
parts, CD stereo, fishing equipment,
auger and other items totaling $1,512
were reported stolen from a building in
the 300 block of State Highway 7 East.
Access was gained by damaging a door.

At 11:50 a.m., a 2001 Ford Focus
driven by Ryan Billnow of Howard Lake
rear-ended a 1994 Ford Explorer driven
by Jacey Hargrave of Montevideo on
State Highway 15 near Century Avenue.
Both vehicles had moderate damage.

At 2:17 p.m., Tracy Guale, Litchfield
was driving a 1999 Pontiac when she
rear-ended a 2006 Ford driven by
Samuel Mattsonof Forest Lake at the
intersection of state highways 7 and 15.
Both vehicles had moderate damage.

At 4:12 p.m., a Kenworth semi-truck
and trailer driven by Thomas Wall of
Hutchinson turned too short in the park-
ing lot of the former Runnings building
near State Highway 15 and struck a
parked 2007 Ford 500 owned by Karla
Zieman of Hutchinson. The truck had
slight damage. Zieman’s Ford had moder-
ate damage.

At 6 p.m., a 1996 Oldsmobile driven
by Jared Nyankabaria of Hutchinson
backed into a parked 2007 Chrysler
owned by Eric Kennedy of Hutchinson. A
witness saw the collision take place in
the parking lot of an apartment complex
at 255 North High Drive N.W. Nyank-
abaria’s vehicle had no damage;
Kennedy’s slight.

At 8:46 p.m., an officer on patrol saw
a vehicle on Main Street north traveling
in excess of the speed limit and stopped
it. The driver, Brian C. Henderson, 35, of
Courtland, was sought on a Nicollet
County warrant for allegedly failing to
appear on an original charge of driving
after revocation. He was arrested,
booked and released on $285 bail. 

NOV. 18: At 9:42 a.m., Sergey I. Grit-
senko, 56, of Hutchinson was arrested at
the police station when he showed up
for a court-ordered breath test.
Gritzenko was sought by McLeod County
for allegedly failing to comply with con-
ditions of his release. He was booked and

release on $400 bail.
At 2:15 p.m., a four-vehicle pile-up

took place on Main Street at Fifth
Avenue South. All were southbound. A
2000 Dodge Durango driven by Devanne
Schiro of Hutchinson rear-ended a 2001
Ford Windstar van driven by Rhonda
Haglund of Heron Lake. A 2009 Chevro-
let HHR then rear-ended Schiro’s vehicle,
pushing Haglund’s vehicle into the back
of a 1997 Chevrolet sport utility vehicle
driven by Gail Tongen of Hutchinson. The
vehicles of Schiro, Messner and Haglund
all sustained severe damage; Tongen’s
had light damage. Messner and Schiro
went to the hospital by private vehicle
for assessment of possible injuries. Both
were also ticketed for alleged inattentive
driving.

At 6 p.m., a 1996 Dodge driven by
Zachary Hartnaey of Hutchinson collided
with a parked 2003 Volkswagen owned
by Bradley Eastman in the parking lot of
Godfather’s Pizza, 725 Baltimore Ave.
Both are Godfather’s employees. Both
vehicles had light damage.

NOV. 19: At 1 p.m., a 1999 Chevrolet
driven by Nicole Braness of Litchfield
was eastbound on State Highway 7 and
turning right onto School Road North-
west when it slide into a 2006 Volkswa-
gen driven by Mark Johnson of Hutchin-
son. Johnson was in the left turn lane.
The Braness vehicle had no damage;
Johnson’s light.

At 4:21 p.m., a 2001 Pontiac driven
by Joshua Frentzel of Benson rear-ended
a 2009 Chevrolet driven by Corey Ninne-
mann of Hutchinson at 945 Century Ave.
S.W. Both vehicles sustained light dam-
age.

At 11:58 p.m., a witness reported see-
ing at 10:15 p.m. a dark Jeep with yel-
low fog lights driver through the round-
about at Montana Street and Fifth
Avenue before striking a street light at
the intersection of Fifth Avenue and
Texas Avenue Northwest. The Jeep left
the scene eastbound on Fifth Avenue.
The pole sustained $3,000 damage.

NOV. 20: At 2:49 p.m., a 1990
Chevrolet driven by Michelle Donovan of
Hutchinson was making a left turn off of
Century Avenue Southeast onto Brad-
ford Street when it slide into the rear of
a parked 2001 Pontiac owned by Kayla
Petersen of Stewart. Both vehicles sus-
tained moderate damage.

NOV. 21: At 9:47 a.m., a 1998
Chevrolet driven by David Getz of
Hutchinson rear-ended a trailer pulled by
a 2007 Chevrolet driven by Joseph
Danielson of Hutchinson on Dale Street,
near Linden Avenue. The Danielson vehi-
cle had moderate damage, Getz’ light.
Getz was issued a ticket for allegedly
following too close.

McLeod County
Attorney’s Office

The McLeod County Attorney’s Office
reported the following:

Kelsi Renae Sanderson, 18, New Ulm,
appeared in District Court Nov. 18 for
sentencing. Sanderson had previously
pleaded guilty to one felony count of aid-
ing and abetting aggravated robbery.
Judge Terrence Conkel ordered Sander-
son to serve 48 months in prison. 

Benjamin Keith Berry, 25, Lester
Prairie, appeared in District Court Nov.
18 for sentencing. Berry was previously
found guilty by jury trial of one felony
count of possession of a controlled sub-
stance and one gross misdemeanor
count of driving while impaired —
refusal to submit to testing. Judge
Conkel stayed the execution of 19
months in prison and placed Berry on
probation for five years. The conditions
of probation are he defendant serve one
year in the McLeod County Jail, com-

plete a chemical dependency evaluation,
and follow the recommendations of the
evaluation.   

Melissa Ruth Cash, 33, Onamia, plead-
ed guilty Nov. 18 to one felony count of
theft. Sentencing is scheduled for Jan.
13. 

McLeod County
Sheriff’s Office

The McLeod County sheriff ’s office
reported the following:

NOV. 17: At 4:45 p.m., the sheriff ’s
office responded to a slough on fire,
northeast of 110th Street and State
Highway 15, north of Brownton. Also
responding was the Brownton Fire
Department and State Patrol.

NOV. 18: At 12:15 a.m., a sheriff ’s
deputy on patrol initiated a traffic stop
on Falcon Avenue, north of Glencoe. The
driver, Eric James Trnka, 21, of Glencoe,
was arrested for alleged driving while
intoxicated and was brought to the
McLeod County Jail in Glencoe. 

At 9:12 a.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a grass fire on Jade
Avenue, south of Silver Lake. Also
responding was the Silver Lake Fire
Department and Silver Lake Ambulance. 

At 3:50 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to an address on 180th
Street, southeast of Silver Lake, for a
complaint of identity theft. 

At 5:22 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a 911 call of a divorce dis-
pute at an address on State Highway 15,
north of Hutchinson. Deputies talked to
both individuals and cleared with a
report. 

At 8:13 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
checked on a fire at an address on 210th
Street, northeast of Hutchinson. Also
responding was the Hutchinson Fire
Department. The deputies cleared with a
verbal warning to the homeowner.

NOV. 19: At 5:17 p.m. and 10:52 p.m.,
the sheriff ’s office responded to a con-
trolled burn in a grove near a barn on
County Road 2, north of Glencoe. Also
responding was the Glencoe Fire Depart-
ment.

NOV. 20: At 12:42 am, the sheriff ’s
office responded to a possible assault at
business on Main Street East in Plato.

At 2:44 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a controlled burn that
needed to be put out on County Road 2,
north of Glencoe. Also responding was
the Glencoe Fire Department.

At 4:02 p.m., the sheriff ’s office took
a complaint of harassing phone calls
from a residence on 245th Street, east
of Winsted.

NOV. 21: At 8:54 a.m., the sheriff ’s
office checked on a vehicle near 70th
Street and County Road 7, east of Stew-
art. A juvenile from Olivia was arrested
for alleged drug possession and taken to
the McLeod County Jail in Glencoe. 

At 5:44 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a car-deer crash on 150th
Street and Vale Avenue, southwest of
Hutchinson. A deputy issued a deer
seizure tag.

At 6:46 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a car-deer crash on State
Highway 7 and 215th Street, west of
Hutchinson. A deputy issued a deer
seizure tag. 

Meeker County
Sheriff’s Office

The Meeker County sheriff's office
reported the following:

NOV. 14: At 3:58 p.m., the sheriff ’s
office took a report of criminal damage
to property at a residence on State High-
way 15, Dassel.

At 4:02 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to and dispatched Hutchinson

Fire Department to a report of a brush
fire at a residence on 110th Street,
Hutchinson. The fire was contained to
the grass, with no structure damage.

NOV. 15: At 12:46 p.m., the sheriff ’s
office took a report of a theft from a
business on Atlantic Avenue West, Grove
City.

At 2:30 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to and dispatched Dassel Fire
to a report of a vehicle on fire on Third
Street, Dassel. Dassel Fire extinguished
the fire. A 1997 International 4000
Series box van was a total loss. No
injuries were reported.

NOV. 16: At 10:42 a.m., the sheriff ’s
office took a report of theft at a busi-
ness on North Saturn Street, Cosmos.

At 1:21 p.m., the sheriff ’s office took a
report of criminal sexual activity at a
residence on North Saturn Street, Cos-
mos.

At 1:34 p.m., the sheriff ’s office took
a report of child maltreatment at a resi-
dence on Marshall Avenue, Grove City.

NOV. 17: At 8:10 a.m., the sheriff ’s
office took a report of criminal damage
to property at a residence on County
Road 34, Litchfield.

At 4:05 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a report of harassment at
a residence on 532nd Avenue, Grove
City. A deputy spoke with the individuals
involved and warned them of the com-
plaint.

NOV. 18: At 9:09 a.m., the sheriff ’s

office took a report of child maltreat-
ment at a residence on 248th street,
Grove City.

At 9:22 a.m., the sheriff ’s office took
a report of theft at a property on 340th
Street, Litchfield.

At 9:40 a.m., the sheriff ’s office
received a report of unsafe conditions at
the railroad tracks on County Road 1
near East Fifth Street, Litchfield. The
information was passed on to the rail-
road.

At 1:20 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to and dispatched Litchfield
Fire Department to a small grass fire at
West Ripley Park on County Road 1,
Litchfield. The fire was extinguished and
there was no property damage.

At 6:02 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to and dispatched Litchfield
Fire Department to a residence on 655th
Avenue, Litchfield. The woodpile fire was
extinguished without further incident.

At 8:38 p.m., the sheriff ’s office
responded to a northbound driving com-
plaint on North Sibley Avenue, Litchfield.
Deputies found the driver, who was
given a warning.

NOV. 19: At 12:09 a.m., the sheriff ’s
office dispatched the Cosmos Fire
Department, at the request of the Cos-
mos Police Department, for a report of
vehicle fire at a residence on North Milky
Way Street, Cosmos. The fire depart-
ment extinguished the fire without fur-
ther incident.
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tal  projects  funded in part  by  MnDOT
Aeronautics  and  the  Federal  Aviation
Administration.   All  services  provided
must be in compliance with current Mn-
DOT and FAA policies and standards.

Based on this information,  a firm may
be selected directly,  or up to three (3)
firms may be requested to attend an in-
terview at a time yet to be determined.

Selection will  be based on analysis  of
the following criteria:

1.  Professional experience of  key  per-
sonnel
2.  Experience  with  state  and  federal
aviation grants
3. Capabilities in airport planning, archi-
tecture and engineering
4. Ability  to meet schedules  and bud-
gets
5. Experience on comparable projects
6.  Familiarity with and proximity to the
geographic location of the airport
7. Quality of the work accomplished

The City of Hutchinson intends to retain
the selected firm for three (3) to five (5)
years or until the above list of develop-
ment items is completed.  Negotiations
for consulting fees will be accomplished
after a firm has been selected.

The information should be submitted no
later than 1:00 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber  16,  2011.   Direct  statements  of
qualifications and inquiries to:

John Olson
Public Works Manager
City of Hutchinson
1400 Adams St SE
Hutchinson, MN  55350

(320) 234-4473 - phone 
(320) 234-6971 - fax 
jolson@ci.hutchinson.mn.us 

Published  in  the  Hutchinson  Leader
November 16, November 20, 2011

PUBLICATION NO. 7906

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ)

Airport
Architectural/Engineering/Planning

Services

Closing date: December 16, 2011

Hutchinson Municipal Airport 
Ken Butler Field

The  City  of  Hutchinson,  Minnesota  is
requesting  qualifications  from  consult-
ing  airport  architectural-engineering-
planning firms to provide services asso-
ciated with airport improvements, which
may include the following:

1. Land acquisition / reimbursement
2. Roadway construction / utilities relo-
cation
3. Obstruction removal
4. Airfield lighting and navigational aids
5. Fueling facilities
6. Airport buildings
7. Equipment procurement
8.  Environmental studies and analyses
related to improvement projects
9. Other capital improvements

Six (6)  copies, or one electronic copy,
of  the  Statement  of  Qualifications
should be submitted.

A detailed proposal is not to be submit-
ted at this time.   The statement of qual-
ifications should include:

1. Principals and team members of the
firm, their experience and education.
2. A brief history of the firm, number of
employees, and airport experience.
3. A listing of recent airport projects with
references at each.
4. Evidence of the firm's Affirmative Ac-
tion program.

The City of Hutchinson anticipates capi-

Public Notices

his father’s verbal abuse and aggres-
siveness. The Friday night ritual con-
sisted of his father throwing whatever
his mother made for supper against
the wall and leaving the family —
usually for a weekend of drinking. 

It wasn’t long before the living situ-
ation blew up. Degner’s father
ordered them out of the house

demanding they leave behind every-
thing he had bought for them. They
left with the clothes on their back and
little else. It was back to Grandma’s
house for awhile and then to his aunt
and uncle’s home.

None of these arrangements were
working, so his mother took the only
option available to her. She placed

Terry and his sister, Jean, in an
orphanage, the Children’s Home in
Duluth.

Degner took the title of the book
from the conversation he and his
mother had before she placed the
children. 

“This is one of those times when I
need you to be my brave little man,”

she said. “Can you do that for me?” 
Degner lucked out. His mother

gave up parental rights and he and his
sister were adopted by a farm couple
from Wendell, near the North Dakota
and South Dakota border. 

The author went on to learn elec-
tronics while serving in the U.S. Navy
and earn a degree in broadcast jour-

nalism from the University of Min-
nesota. 

Now retired, the book is a fulfill-
ment of a promise he made to himself
to share his story.  

For more information about the
book-signing event, call the Coffee
Company at 321-946-1146.

Memoir highlights author’s rough childhood
BOOK SIGNING Continued from page 1B▲

Gambling's toll obscured in stadium push
By PATRICK CONDON
Associated Press

VADNAIS HEIGHTS — Quarter by
quarter, Randy Ringaman incessantly
fed the casino slot machines and
numbly nourished a gambling addic-
tion that drained his nest egg, jeopard-
ized his home and nearly cost him his
life.

Now the retired pharmaceutical
worker watches with alarm as Min-
nesota lawmakers eye a raft of expand-
ed gambling options as a way to pay
for a new Vikings football stadium.
While stadium plan sponsors see a
way to raise hundreds of millions of
dollars without general tax hikes,
Ringaman is part of a competing cho-
rus singing the ills of gambling as any-
thing but pain-free.

His own addiction started innocently
enough, playing pull-tabs with friends
at a neighborhood bar. Later it escalated

to nearly daily casino trips. Rock bottom
came on Feb. 29, 2004, when Ringaman
swallowed a bottle of pills only to be dis-
covered by his wife, whom he begged
not to call an ambulance.

“I purposely did it on Leap Year
because that way nobody would have
to think about me except every four
years,” the 65-year-old recounted
recently from the basement of a sub-
urban St. Paul home he refinanced
three times to stay on top of his gam-
bling debts.

In recent weeks, the Vikings’ two
chief legislative allies — Sen. Julie
Rosen and Rep. Morrie Lanning, both
Republicans — affirmed that expand-
ed gambling revenue is likely to be a
financial centerpiece of a stadium
funding bill they could unveil next
month. Gambling proposals are the
subject of an upcoming hearing.

The Vikings are seeking up to $650
million in state money to help build a

replacement to the Metrodome, with
the total price tag likely to fly north of
$1 billion.

With general tax increases an
impossible sell at the Capitol these
days, stadium supporters see gam-
bling as the path of least resistance.
Democratic Gov. Mark Dayton is on
board, disappointing fellow liberals
who have seen him as an ally in pur-
suit of social justice.

“In a democracy, a free society, peo-
ple get to choose what they want to
spend their money on,” Dayton told
The Associated Press earlier this
month when asked whether he was
concerned that gambling could fall
hardest on people of modest means.
“That’s why people work, is to have
disposable income they can use for
whatever entertainment or social
activity they choose.”

State lawmakers are mulling a menu
of new gambling options: allowing

bars and restaurants to upgrade their
pull-tab offerings to an electronic ver-
sion of the game; authorizing two Twin
Cities-area horse-racing tracks to
install 2,000 video slot machines each;
or letting a Minneapolis real estate
developer open a brand new casino in
that city's downtown. The state's cut
would come through taxes on the
gambling proceeds or licensing fees.

All three ideas potentially offer
enough new revenue to fund the
state's stadium share; the latter two
proposals would likely leave money to
spare for other priorities.

Backers of all three proposals will get
a chance to make their pitch directly to
lawmakers at the Capitol Tuesday, when
two Senate committees hold a hearing
on stadium financing options.

Proposals to expand gambling are
nothing new at the Capitol, and tap-
ping such revenue to help build a foot-
ball stadium is not a fresh idea either.

But it took on new life in recent weeks,
thanks to Dayton's vocal backing of
the Vikings' stadium push and to fears
the team could leave Minnesota when
its Metrodome lease expires at sea-
son’s end.

Previous efforts have met resistance
from an eclectic coalition of casino-
owning Indian tribes, religious and
social advocacy groups and others
who frown on state reliance on gam-
bling dollars for any purpose.

“We think the social costs definitely
outweigh any benefits,” said Tom
Prichard, president of the conservative
Minnesota Family Council. “It encour-
ages indebtedness, family problems.
You're really targeting a narrow range
of people who do a significant amount
of the gambling.”

Minnesota currently spends $2.2
million a year on problem gambling
treatment, funded by state lottery pro-
ceeds.
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