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The December Business Spotlight 
is brought to you by:

Business background:
Number of employees:
7 in Litchfield, 150 company wide.

Location: 25 W. Depot St., Litchfield, MN
Home office: Stewart MN
Production facilities: Stewart, Atwater &
Waterloo, IA

How long in Litchfield:
Ag Service has been part of the Litchfield
community since 1938.

Products/services offered:
Animal Nutrition & Feed, Liquid Feed,
Farm Supplies and Equipment, Pet Food &
Supplies, Hardware, Fieldgate Cheese and
Food, Bird Feed and Supplies, Dairy
Supplies.

Explain your business model/functions and
target market/customers:
We have two sectors of our business,
Litchfield Country Store and Ag Services.
The Litchfield Country Store is the retail
store. FAF Ag Service is the animal nutrition
sector. We have nutritionist that work
directly with the producers to help them
with their operation. The will formulate feed
specifically for the producer depending
upon his on farm feeds and goals. This
product would then be manufactured and
delivered from Atwater or Stewart to the
producer’s location.

What are the benefits of doing business
with you? 
Convenience, Quality, Service. 

What makes your business unique? 
One of the unique areas of our business

is the “Fieldgate Outlet Cheese Store”. We
are the distributor and retail store for the
Fieldgate Cheese product line. Fieldgate
Cheese is manufactured from local dairies
by First District Association. We also market
a byproduct from the cheese manufacturing
process called Sweet Energy. Sweet Energy
is a liquid product that can be used in dairy
rations. It contains lactose which is an energy
source for lactating dairy cows. The Sweet
Energy is either marketed as a standalone
product or can be manufactured with other
sugar sources to make other products.

In what ways does your business give back to
the community?
One area that we give back to the community
is with a program called “Operation
Fieldgate Butter”. During the holiday season
customers will purchase butter to be donated
to the Meeker County Emergency Food
Shelf. FAF Ag Service will match the first
100 pounds donated. We also support the
local 4-H, FFA and various other organizations
through donations.

Why are you a Chamber member? 
The reason we belong to the Chamber is
because of the many resources that are
available. Each year we participate in the
Business Expo, the Snowflakes and various
Chamber sponsored workshops. The
Business Expo is a good opportunity to be
able to show case all of the high quality
goods and services that we offer. 

Litchfield Country
Store &

FAF Ag Services
25 W. Depot, Litchfield

320-693-7223
www.formafeed.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 8am - 5pm;

Saturday 8am - 2pm; Closed Sunday

320-593-0591
Julie

Spanos
www.islitch.com

304 Marshall Ave. N.
Litchfield

SHIRTS NOW AVAILABLE
at Very Vintage - downtown Litchfield

$10/Shirt *Limited quantity in store, order yours today!*

Join Team Lauren on FaceBook!
For more information, call Janet 651-633-4522. 95
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HELP 
SUPPORT...Team Lauren

(Schiller)
Team Lauren

62805 MN Hwy. 24 - Litchfield
Ph.: 320-693-2546

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 am-5 pm; Sat., 8 am-noon

Please call for 
pricing on 
#1 Copper, 

#2 Copper and
Aluminum Cans

Prices Change Daily

FREE used Anti-Freeze, just bring in a container

We Buy:
Junk Cars - Trucks - Buses - 

Old Machinery - & Misc. Tins &
Metal. As well as all types of

Aluminum, Brass, Car Batteries
and Other Ferrous Metals. Also we
buy Repairable Vehicles. We pay

by unit, lb., or ton. 
Call for quotes!

All prices are good for 1 week.
Please call to verify current prices.

We pay top prices for vehicles brought in or picked up

WE ALSO SELL USED AUTO PARTS
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www.darwinmonument.com
Darwin Monument • 320-693-5902

Cremation  
Columbarium 
many sizes to

meet your needs92
0
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publicnotices
Publ. Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2012 Jan. 3, 10,
& 17, 2013

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  de-
fault  has occurred in the conditions of
the following described mortgage:

DATE  OF  MORTGAGE:  March  04,
2005

ORIGINAL  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  OF
MORTGAGE: $171,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S):  Paul  Hughes  and
Michele Hughes, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage  Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Suntrust Mortgage, Inc., its succes-
sors and/or assigns

DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
Recorded:  March  08,  2005  Meeker
County Recorder
Document Number: 330922

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
And  assigned  to:  SunTrust  Mortgage,
Inc.
Dated: September 29, 2011
Recorded:  October  05,  2011  Meeker
County Recorder
Document Number: 371675

And  assigned  to:  U.S.  Bank  National
Association as Trustee for ARMT 2005-
7  Dated: November 20, 2012

Transaction Agent: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
Transaction Agent Mortgage Identifica-
tion Number: 100010401432941066
Lender  or  Broker:  Suntrust  Mortgage,
Inc.
Residential  Mortgage  Servicer:  Sun-
Trust Mortgage, Inc.
Mortgage Originator: Not Applicable

COUNTY  IN  WHICH  PROPERTY  IS
LOCATED: Meeker

Property  Address:  364  Maple  St  N,
Eden Valley, MN 55329-1652

Tax Parcel ID Number: 240133000    
240225000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPER-
TY: Lots  Three (3),  Four (4)  and Five
(5), Block One (1), Park Addition to the
City of Eden Valley; and the West Eight
(8) feet of Lot One (1), Weiler's Outlots
to Eden Valley, Minnesota.

AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE
DUE  AS  OF  DATE  OF  NOTICE:
$175,681.96

THAT  all  pre-foreclosure  requirements
have been complied with; that no action
or proceeding has been instituted at law
or  otherwise  to  recover  the  debt  se-
cured  by  said  mortgage,  or  any  part
thereof; 

PURSUANT to the power  of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, the above-de-
scribed  property  will  be  sold  by  the
Sheriff of said county as follows:

DATE  AND  TIME OF SALE:  January
31, 2013 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main Office,
326 N. Ramsey, Litchfield, Minnesota

to pay the debt secured by  said mort-
gage and taxes, if any, on said premis-
es and the costs and disbursements, in-
cluding  attorney  fees  allowed  by  law,
subject  to  redemption  within  six  (6)
months  from the date of said sale by
the  mortgagor(s),  their  personal repre-
sentatives or assigns.

If  the Mortgage is not reinstated under
Minn. Stat.  §580.30 or the property  is
not  redeemed  under  Minn.  Stat.
§580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the
property on or before 11:59 p.m. on July
31,  2013,  or  the  next  business  day  if
July 31, 2013 falls on a Saturday, Sun-
day or legal holiday.

Mortgagor(s)  released  from  financial
obligation:  NONE

THIS COMMUNICATION IS  FROM A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMA-
TION  OBTAINED  WILL  BE  USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

THE  RIGHT  TO  VERIFICATION  OF
THE  DEBT  AND  IDENTITY  OF  THE
ORIGINAL  CREDITOR  WITHIN  THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AF-
FECTED BY THIS ACTION.

THE TIME ALLOWED  BY  LAW  FOR
REDEMPTION  BY  THE  MORT-
GAGOR,  THE  MORTGAGOR'S  PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED  UNDER  MINNESOTA
STATUTES,  SECTION  582.032,  DE-
TERMINING,  AMONG  OTHER
THINGS,  THAT  THE  MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL  DWELLING  OF  LESS
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY  USED  IN  AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION,  AND  ARE  ABAN-
DONED.

DATED: December 13, 2012
ASSIGNEE  OF  MORTGAGEE:  U.S.
Bank National  Association  as  Trustee
for ARMT 2005-7

Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee of Mortgagee
8425 Seasons Parkway, Suite 105
Woodbury, MN 55125-4393
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 016129F02

Publ.  Nov. 15,  22,  29, Dec. 6,  13, 20,
2012

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  de-
fault  has occurred in the conditions of
the following described mortgage:

DATE  OF  MORTGAGE:  August  26,
2004

ORIGINAL  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  OF
MORTGAGE: $36,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Eddie A. Munoz and
Ailein L. Munoz, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage  Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for  RBMG, Inc.,  its  successors  and/or
assigns 

DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
Recorded:  August  27,  2004  Meeker
County Recorder
Document Number: 326999

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
And assigned to:  Homeward Residen-
tial, Inc.
Dated: October 22, 2012

Transaction Agent: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
Transaction Agent Mortgage Identifica-
tion Number: 100014440001350891
Lender or Broker: RBMG, Inc.
Residential  Mortgage  Servicer:  Home-
ward Residential, Inc.
Mortgage Originator: Not Applicable

COUNTY  IN  WHICH  PROPERTY  IS
LOCATED: Meeker

Property  Address:  286  Church  St  S,
Eden Valley, MN 55329-1138
Tax Parcel ID Number: 24-0195000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPER-
TY: Lot 5, less and except the West 55
feet  thereof;  and Lot 4, less the North
30 feet thereof, and also less and ex-
cept  the  West  55  feet  thereof,  all  in
Block 2 of Rail's Addition to Eden Val-
ley, according to the map or plat thereof
on file or of record in the Office of the
County  Recorder  in  and  for  Meeker
County.   

AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE
DUE  AS  OF  DATE  OF  NOTICE:
$33,669.81

THAT  all  pre-foreclosure  requirements
have been complied with; that no action
or proceeding has been instituted at law
or  otherwise  to  recover  the  debt  se-
cured  by  said  mortgage,  or  any  part
thereof; 

PURSUANT to the power  of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, the above-de-
scribed  property  will  be  sold  by  the
Sheriff of said county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: December
27, 2012 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main Office,
326 N. Ramsey, Litchfield, Minnesota

to pay the debt secured by  said mort-
gage and taxes, if any, on said premis-
es and the costs and disbursements, in-
cluding  attorney  fees  allowed  by  law,
subject  to  redemption  within  six  (6)
months  from the date of said sale by
the  mortgagor(s),  their  personal repre-
sentatives or assigns.

If  the Mortgage is not reinstated under
Minn. Stat.  §580.30 or the property  is
not  redeemed  under  Minn.  Stat.
§580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the
property  on  or  before  11:59  p.m.  on
June 27, 2013, or the next business day
if  June  27,  2013  falls  on  a  Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday.

Mortgagor(s)  released  from  financial
obligation:  NONE

THIS COMMUNICATION IS  FROM A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMA-
TION  OBTAINED  WILL  BE  USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

THE  RIGHT  TO  VERIFICATION  OF
THE  DEBT  AND  IDENTITY  OF  THE
ORIGINAL  CREDITOR  WITHIN  THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AF-
FECTED BY THIS ACTION.

THE TIME ALLOWED  BY  LAW  FOR
REDEMPTION  BY  THE  MORT-
GAGOR,  THE  MORTGAGOR'S  PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED  UNDER  MINNESOTA
STATUTES,  SECTION  582.032,  DE-
TERMINING,  AMONG  OTHER
THINGS,  THAT  THE  MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL  DWELLING  OF  LESS
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY  USED  IN  AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION,  AND  ARE  ABAN-
DONED.

DATED: November 08, 2012
ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: Home-
ward Residential, Inc.

Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee of Mortgagee
8425 Seasons Parkway, Suite 105
Woodbury, MN 55125-4393
(651) 209-3300

File Number: 026309F01

BY TERRY DAVIS

FOR INDEPENDENT REVIEW

Superstorm Sandy’s devasta-
tion of the Jersey Shores and New 
York City areas in late October 
brought the entire country to-
gether. Among those respond-
ing were public utilities, which 
mustered members’ crews from 
across the country to restore 
power and heat.

Included in that army of util-
ity workers were two Hutchinson 
Utilities Commission electrical 
linemen. Randy Abelson and 
Nick Nelson traveled two days 
in their HUC bucket truck to 
Long Island, where they worked 
10 days helping to restore the 
electrical grid damaged by high 
winds, ocean flood water and 
later heavy, wet snow from a 
follow-up a nor’easter.

They volunteered in response 
to the Minnesota Municipal 
Utilities Association’s appeal to 
members such as HUC to assist 
in tackling the monumental 
problems faced by East Coast 
residents, millions of whom were 
left without power for days in the 
aftermath of Sandy. Ultimately, 
every state except Hawaii sent 
help. Abelson and Nelson said 
even Canadian crews were on 
the scene.

“We worked 16-hour days from 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m.,” Nelson said.

Their first assignment was 
in the Hewlett area, an upper-
middle class community of 
about 7,000 residents, where 
they worked five days. Then they 
moved to Oceanside, a hamlet of 
32,000 in southern Nassau Coun-
ty, working about a half-mile in 
from the ocean.

“We worked a lot on three-
phase commercial getting them 
back on line,” Abelson said.

The thing that struck both 
Minnesotans more used to seeing 
flattened buildings after torna-
does was that most buildings 
looked untouched.

“It didn’t look that bad,” Nel-
son said. “But you could see the 
waterlines on the buildings, and 
there was sand everywhere.”

Sand was being collected and 
stockpiled along the beach. De-
molition materials from build-
ings were piled in long rows 
along the curbs.

“One guy said the water rose 
five feet in 15 minutes and that 
he lost his car,” he said. “A lot of 
cars burned up.”

“(Saltwater) mixed with the 
battery acid and started the 
fires,” Nelson added.

Even parts of the cities quite 
a ways away from the ocean 
sustained damage because the 
12-foot tide surges carried water 
in the numerous inlets and bays 
over their basins.

“The first couple days we were 
kind of job satisfied, then we had 
a snowstorm roll in,” Abelson 
said. “It was great knowing 
you were getting people back in 
power.”

“People would come out and 

give you hugs,” Nelson said.
“When you cut the power back 

in you could hear people inside 
from five blocks away screaming 
in joy that they had power again,” 
Abelson added.

But there were times when 
they couldn’t help, such as when 
residents would ask for individu-
al attention with their electrical 
problems, most of which required 
private electrical contractors to 
address. Some wondered why 
neighbors had power and they 
didn’t.

“You were going for mass 
(restoration of power), not minor 
things,” Nelson explained.

ROUGHING IT, TOO

The Hutchinson men had 
been told they and other utili-
ties workers would be put up in 
a hotel so they weren’t prepared 
when they found out the prom-
ised accommodations were not 
available. They experienced 
firsthand what residents of the 
area were going through.

“We had no lights or heat 
where we were staying at first,” 
Abelson said.

“That first night, we stay in 
an old, abandoned armory. Then 
our group found a park with an 
administration building that 
had a community room,” Nelson 

said. “Working out in the rain 
and cold you just wanted to have 
a hot shower and a warm bed.”

“Going to the community 
room was a lifesaver compared 
to the armory,” Abelson added. 
“But you still had better hope 
you were among the first five 
guys to shower, because the hot 
water heaters weren’t working 
too good.”

Since they expected a hotel, 
they hadn’t brought sleeping 
bags or other related gear. It took 
some getting used to the crowd 
of about 25 men crammed into 
an area not much larger than 
a big living room. Nelson said 
he gained an appreciation for 
quiet time.

Though Nelson said he didn’t 
feel particularly unsafe in the 
areas they were in, they did hear 
of more dangerous neighbor-
hoods nearby. He said there was 
a lot of looting in the Oceanside 
area, and one utility worker got 
beat up.

“We heard that one night eight 
guys were shot for looting,” he 
said.

“People had to show residency 
to get into Oceanside,” Abelson 
added. “We were told near the 
end of our stay that we needed to 
get out of certain locations before 
dark, because it was getting too 
rough.”

Nelson said he gained a great-
er appreciation of what he has 
at home.

“They drive like maniacs,” 
he said. “I realized, too, that the 
people of Hutchinson have it 
made. Once you experience that, 
you realize just how many people 
take electricity for granted.”

They arrived back in Hutchin-
son Nov. 16. The experience 
didn’t sour them on responding 
to future disasters.

HUMANITARIAN EFFORT

Hutchinson linemen offer aid after Sandy
Utilities workers 
saw a new kind 
of devastation 
in the  boroughs 
of New York’s 
Long Island

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

A pair of Hutchinson Utilities Commission linemen 
who traveled to New York to help restore power after 
Superstorm Sandy spent much of their 10 days there 
putting up power poles and restringing wires.


